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To make truth lovely, i in 9 lite, it muſt be preſented under 
ſenſible, and beautiſul forms. They are not capable of OT touch- 
ed by merẽ abſtract ideas. Ranſay 5 Gus 


Ware ſhall we find a _ univerſal tie, if not in thoſe unalterable 
ideas, which are ſo conſonant to our nature, and ſuited to all with- 
out diſtinction? They are allied to objects which belong to our 
whole life; and unite. us to that ſpirit, which conſtitutes gur true 
grandeur. Necker! F Tuportatich of. Religious Opinions. : | 
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Wr 1 a8 intended 
Sola 15 the honour of inſeribing this 
little Manual to your Lapvs1P, it was 
meant to be juſt 3 in ſo many words; but a 
late affecting loſs, which you in particular, 
and a circle of numerous dear Friends, have 
ſuſtained, calls for a public ſympathy and 
condolence. At the ſame time, I join in 
thanks to a mo/? gracious God, that the late 
worthy Lapy Dumrsits lived ſo long as to 


be an inſtructor from affection and choice, 


— 


* e | (DEDICATION, { 1 J 6 
in that ee of life which uſually * forms 
the character; and to be a ſhining example 
of religious and moral duty. If what has been 
done to illuſtrate the ſhort, but comprehen- 


five ſyſtem of Erics, that has ſtood the teſt 


of ſo many ages, ſhould prove a mean of | 


relief for the preſent, or ſpiritual entertain- 
ment at any time hereafter, it will give no 
ſmall pleaſure to an old Paſtor, who, from 
earlieſt years, has been warmly attached to 
the houſe of Lovpox.”” e 


I have, My Lady, the honour of ſabſcrib- 


ing myſelf, with all due reſpeft and eſteem, 


Your Ladyſhip's an 851 65 
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HIS ſacred book” has e if not univerſally,” 
been aſcribed to Solomon, both in former and 
later times. The commeſidations of his 0i/dom may be 
ſeen and ought to be read cut of 1 Kings ii. 12. —iv. 29. 
It is recorded of him in particular, that God gave Sole" | 
mon wiſdom and underſtanding exceeding much, and 
largeneſs of heart, even as the ſand that is upon the ſea- 
ſhore; The meaning of which may be, that his know 
ledge extended to ſubjects of every kind; or, that as the 
ſand of the ſea bounds the ſeveral coaſts of continents and 
iſlands, ſo did his mind eomprehend moſt things 1 re- 
lative to both beauty and uſe. The ancient records we 
have confirm each of theſe interpretations. Indeed, 
though all things elſe of Solomon's had periſhed, as it is'cer-' 
tain moſt of them have done, this book of Proverbs fur 
niſhes ſufficient proof; for theſe, having ſtood the teſt of 
ages, evince a thorough diſcernment not only of human 
_— but of cuſtoms and things moſt WV 
From the manner in which Proverbs are written, a de- 
gree of obſcurity is unavoidable; as they expreſs a great 
deal, in a ſmall compaſs, for the ſake of impreſſion, and 
to be remembered with eaſe. Hence, a wiſe hearer and 
reader will find matter to enlarge upon. And hence 
too, at ſome: diſtance of time, it becomes an arduous taſk 
to illuſtrate properly. In ſome caſes, a probable ſenſe 
muſt be put up with. In others a more vague conje@ture. 
The obſervations made by our ſacred writer reach to 
various ſubjects; but are moſt frequent and minute with 
regard to pious and moral conduct. This raiſes their 
value very high; and * who are entering upon life 
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noting what they principally treat of; and accommo- ſoort 


whole is commended. I have 


A ARE — —— — ——— — 


eannot be too familiar with FOR When once 9 are 
underſtood and felt, they apply upon every emergence, 


and with the utmoſt facility They carry their own evi- 


dence along with them. They operate next to irreſiſti- 
bly. Like ſmall ſeeds of natural bodies, they expand 


to uſe another ſimilitude, from the well known heathen 


moraliſt, Seneca, Like a ſpark gently. blown upon, they 
brighten. into a flame. , Add to all this, from the ſame 
good author, upon the whole, that ſuch kind of inſtruc- 
tion is well ſuited to the bulk of mankind, who enjoy the 
feweſt n n e * ng: diſ- 


- courle. 


Wherefore, if 1 Mod) are. to 55 nd by To 
and this ſurely ſhould be recommended, the text, and 
not the illuſtrations, ought to have ſuch. honour. put 
upon them. Indeed the laſt of theſe will aid the former. 
Explanatory notes are referred to by marks, like * oF 
e. Thoſe which have H. after them are taken 
from Do&or Hodgeſon's late elegant new verſion, of the 
Proverbs ; which will no doubt be agreeable: to him, I 
He has printed for the rich chiefly, and one would "wi ] 
lingly acquaint the poor with what is ſo valuable. 

Prior to the practical refleftions is a word or two, de- 


dated to the Index. Having found conſiderable ad- n 
vantage in early life, from Cyrus Traveli, written by 
Chevalier Ramſay, a learned townſman, ſome good ſen- Nö 
tences are taken from this, and marked with the letter R. the Je 
Devout requeſts, alſo, are here and there intermixed, on para) 


purpoſe to lead the ung to a taſte of this fort. To the 


candid of every age, under God's W Meſſing, the] Sa 
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BOOK 
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"From ver. >, to "Y 


[T HE * Proverbs'of Solomon t, The emi- 1 
nent ſon of David, whom Almighty God 
did chooſe from | low outward gate, to be Kin, g 
Iſrael 5. To know every kind of pleaſant uſe- 2 
2 wiſdom 7 and inſtruction for the avoige | 


Mosse 8. 

C Some 3 or compariſons. Here to be 3 
Hort, comprehenſi ue pithy ſayings, Matth.. æiii. 3 5. Eſal. 
læxæviii. 2. For moſt part, 1 have no deſigned connection. 
+. 1 Kings iii. 5, Sc. iv. 3. f Pſal. hexxix. 20. 6 T 
deſcendants of old Jacob, 15 Iſrael; being tavelve Tribes in 
whole. J Moft of theſe words, to an E 22 55 ear, have much 
the ſame meaning ; but the original diſtinion, it is hoped i the 


ey will not be confidrally deficient i in. 


A 


' - ReruECTLIONS; e *. 
barten of noble a and by one of renown, 1 
have juſt claim to peculiar honour. 
Of all knowledge, what belongs to found piety a and 2 
mera is of higheſt moment; + ver. vii. 


1 / 
* 


WEST PROVERBS, 14 1c — 3 


ance of buriful errors, to perceive and profit ſrom i 
3 the words of underſtanding. To receive the 
inſtruction of wiſdom, / /ay, leading on to quitice | 
in all our dealings, and judgement for cenſider- 
ing mens various undoubted rights, and yet more | 
4 gentle equity *, in caſes of diſpute. lo give 
warineſs of ci rcumſpection, ſomewhat like ſub- 
tilty hell, to the more naturally ſimple, and to 
the young unſtilſul man, knowledge for more 
advanced life, and diſcretion oo f, for eſcaping | 
5 peſtive ruinous ſnares, A real wile man wil 
hear without pride, and will thereby increaſe 
beneficial learning; and: a man of the mo/? en- 
larged underſtanding hall attain, after. that 
© avs meek and lowly manner Þ unto PT coun- 


» Equities + Adviſement.. "+ See Plal. u. 9, 1 10. 
Fam. i. 5. Frem ver. V. of this chapter, to the end of wer, | 
G. ic an admonition to ſeek after wiſdom ; the praiſe whereof 
is contained in chapters 2d and 3d. After that, ſome have 
evell obſerved, even to the length of chap. xxv. the Proverbs 

uttered, and collected by Solomon himſelf are contained. Then, 
tc the xxx. are a farther collection, probably out of ſome other 
writings of his, by people employed under Hezehiah, to ſearch 255 

7 che ancient records, for that purpoſe ; chap. xxv. I. : | 
A parable properly figni 3 a compariſon or imilitude mi 
. and the diſtinction betavcen this and à Proverb ſeems to be, that 
the former was carried on to. ſome length, like that of the fruit- by 
trees and brambles, Judg. ix. and of the thiſtle and cedar, ¶ in i 
2 Chron. xxv. 18. That of Nathan to David; and the far | to 

; RP Pari 925 our bleſſed Lord“ 8. Whereas, in 2 Pro- leds 
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The rule of God's unerring word, ſhould be- wal exaQ- unt 
conformed to. att 

a Even the young and iterate may Profit from thence 1 
' Pal. xix. 7,—CXIX. 9. ſho 


5 A warm practical "ar hae is ure to ſuoceed ; Matth. v. 6. ter, 


2 2 


Chap. l. PROVERBS. 3 


ſels fo ſubſerve the common weal : Even to under- 6 


ſtand a naturally dark Proverb. and the inter- 
pretation of an eloquent ſpeech ; the aberuſe 
words of the wiſe themſelves, and their des 
28 We aps dark "op hg 1 | 


- FROM VERSE VII to ** 


THE fix of the Lord is, at once, the be. 7 
ginning and perfection of all uſeful _ know. 


| ledge; but impious fools deſpiſe both wiſdom 


to direct, and inſtruction to guard againſt perni- 
cious errors. My dear fon, next_to him who is 8 
Almi gbty,. hear with reverence and love, the in- 
ſtruction of thy father, and forſake not the 


| preſcribed law of thy mother : : for 2 de other 9 | 


verbs, the emits; or Kmilitude, i ir 5 concealed z 

to provoke Jawa . And when . cannot tuell 

be 3 Oy 
FW chief, or principal 7 ranks 4 1 xxviite. 26 


3 1 
l Solomat's 83 we have à fruitful bores of lo- 6 
minous ideas, beautiful images, and ſublime expreſſions. 
Duty to God and Parents. Divine Majefty, ſweetened 7 
by infinite love, caſteth out ſervile dread. A fihal ace is, 
in itſelf, moſt excellent; ; and one of the ſtrongeſt motives: 
to duty: 1 Chron, xxviii. 9. To offend againſt EnOW- 
lage is the way to hate it, in the end. 
Parents, under God, ought to be the moſt LABS e 9 
inſtructors. They have a clear right to be hearkened 
unto; from nature; and the power of e kind. . 
attentions. 
It is fit and uſeful to appear agreeable, The youns 9 
3 tremble at every ſymptom of diſregard to charac- 
Advice, gently * make the deepeſt bene- - 


_— 


4 | PROVERBS, 7 Chap. iy 
_ great dias; they hall; from their viſi ble | 
precious fruits be at an ornament of grace unto : 
thy head, and ee 35 2 a mon: Ow ; 
neck, _ "| 


10 My beloved ſon, if old hardened Gnners: en- 
tice thee, by fair promiſes of in/tant pleaſurable H, 
eaſe, to follow their example, conſent thou Wy 

it not por a moment, but rather abhor them. If, 
uſing the argument of riches too, they ſay, Come, 3 
Join in league with us for mutual advantage; let | 

us lay wait even for blood; let us, to prevent | 
ſulßpicien, lark privily in our prepared place for 
dievouring the innocent without. other cauſe | 

12 _ their enormous wealth, Let us, ring 

above affected fully ſcruples, and in. defiance of 
mere - cob-web laws, foallow them up. _— as | 


F. 

0 

10 

FROM VERSE x. to XX _| 20 
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m 

u' 

eq 


CO. | RerLEcTIONSs. 
ficial impreſſion ; ; Pfal. cxli. 4, 5. 3 God ngk 
doth caſt the jewels of religious virtue. Tender age is 
the time to learn. Bleſſed be thy pure parental name, 
who haſt given to reaſon and conſcience a throne in our f 
ſouls, that by them we may command all our inferior 1“ 
powers; and thus rightly live. Make us ſenſible of the 
important deſign for which we exiſt; that we may, be- 
fore we die, lay ſuch a foundation as we Ry be wil- ] 
ling ſhould abide unto eternity 1 
I 2 Artful enticing finners. The flaves of vice do what 4 
. can to enſnare others; and to palliate groſs.crimes. mu 
One is in great danger, who does not fear. Parratal tefti= | \ 
mony ſhould be held as ſacred. It argues true friendſhip, ſche 
to provide againſt deceitful appearances. The hope of laſt, 
des undiſcovered ruins thouſands. P 
One vice naturally, and almoſt neceſſarily, I leads to Ia. 
5 * another, till the — . hardened. 7 


does 5 grave, and whole 1 for greater ſe- 
curity, as thoſe that go down to the dark un- 
athomable pit. I hen, oh then, we ſhall find, 13 
by one act of proweſe all neceſſary, precious. ſub- 
ſtance, to lay out as we liſt; nay more, we 
ſhall fill our houſes with ſpoil of a night, and 
% dexterouſly concealed. Think of theſe things, 14 
= my young hopeful friend, caſt in thy lot among 
Jus, and let us all hereafter have one purſe, 
even you to ſhare as. an equal, who as yet have con- 
tributed leaſt, My dear unexperienced fon, walk 15 
not thou in the way with them; but inſtantiy 
refrain thy foot from their hideoufly propoſed 
path. For, fair to ſeduce as their ſpeeches are, let 16 
che heart of tendereſt truth afſure you, that their 
feet run ſaſt on to dreadful ruinous evil; and, 
r /ake of unlawful purchaſes, make cruel haſte to: 
ſhed blood. (Surely you will advert to what I ſay 17 
ince in vain the en/ngring net is ſpread in the _ 
light of any ſimple little bird; but flies to eſcape.) 
And, if you ſhould be mare ſi nple, it will be Sond 18 
me, in the end, that they, though imat lay 


rior “ Compare Gen... vi. +4 Ex. xii. 5. 2 Sam..i ii. 24. H. 


be- | Raviacrions-. 5 . 
wil- Love for money is the root of all evil. 13 
; Ever ſuſpect the apparent generoſities of ſelfiſh men. 14 
hat | They who court infection, from {vity, or love of wit, 15, 
16s. muſt pay ſore for it in the end. 
i- Vicious expence is boundleſs, and leads to execrable 16 
pip, ſchemes. Delay of puniſhment doth often render it, * 
of Naſt, the more ſevere; Jam. v. 1. and 1 Tim. vi. . 
5 | Plain hazards require. little. Rgacity, to avoid them, 1 
to * Jr- 

They take vengeance upon 1 th whom. 18. 

3. | 


19 


20 


„ WWW aur, 


certain wait. for their own blood: they lurk | 
_ privily, as ſure as ever they did to injure others, | 
for their own ju/tly hated and hateful lives. 


LO 


So indeed are the de/trudtive ways of every 


one that is greedy of gain; which, without | 
3 taketh away the life of the righteous | 
owners thereof, rather than want N to 


their infamous wo” Pit | 


FROM VERSE XX. to XXIV. 


WISDOM +, the fureft antidote to fuch inno- | 
| derate meaſures, crieth earne/tly without doors f, 
for guarding all her beloved er; ; the thus | 


or ſedluceth the ſoul of theſe who are adiditted to the love of y 


it; compare, Prov. vi. 25—xxix. 22. Eecl. x. 11. H. 


1 


+ See P/al. cxix. 36, 37. elegantly perſonified. Þ She cries | 


| by conſcience, reaſon, good and bad examples ; and above all, by 
the infallible word of God: Rom ii. 14, 1 5. as 
Prov. is. e ix—15, 12. H. 


| RerLecTroNs, 
neither fair warnings nor examples of juſtice will re- 
claim, Pſal. vii. 15, 16. Jer. xvii. 11. What a com- 
fortleſs life is that of./in ? Self. convicted, fearful of dif- 
covery, obnoxious to vengeance, ſuſpended over hell. It 
makes an earth-worm of what was meant to be an angel; 


and fills with the malice and cruelty of a devil. Enable 


us, O our God, to maintain that body, which is the inſtru- 


ment and manſion of the ſoul, fit for the aſe and ſervice 
of ſuch a divine inhabitant, that we may not wrong 


ourſelves, by living without a juſt diſtinction and diſtance 


from the beaſts that periſh ! Settle ſuch a conſtitution 


and ſtate of mind in us, by the practice of righteouſneſs, 


as may at laſt be conſummate in endleſs felicity, 


open, bold and free. 


Advantages of wiſdom. An effectual check to the im- 
moderate love of riches is the earneſt purſuit of 20j/dom. 
Seducers hide their real defigns, whereas true knowledge | 1 


© 


Chap, l. PROVERBS: p 


uttereth her voice even in the open ſtreets : 
She crieth with peculiar æral in the chief place 21 
of concourſe for public religious inflruftion, in 
the openings of the gates 700, 2where courts of 
civil jurtice are held: in the heart of the city 
among people of highett rank (he boldly uttereth 
her words, ſaying, How long ye ſimple cre- 22 
dulous ones will ye love ts ſuffer from ſuch eri- 
minal ſimplicity ? And; through time, 10 go the 
length of impudent ſcorners who delight in 
their ſcorning, and who with ob/tinate harden-. | 
ed fools hate the mo/t valuable of all know. 
ledge? Ab, turn ye now, or it may be never, 23 
at my tender parental reproof: behold fill, if 

ye yield, | will largely pour out my enlightening 
ſpirit unto you; 1 will make known the full 


ene and ' power of my authoritative words unto 


u- e 


1 


The mean fubterfliges of vice ſhould ever be FOE 21 25308 


and earneſtly ſpoken unto. Affairs of W can- 
not be tranſacted without juſt rules. 

Complaints of prevailing guilt ought to be accom 22 
panied with kind reproof, and encouragements to 
amend, Pſal. cxix. 59, 60 People who ſcorn what is 
good, neither feel ſhame, nor remorſe. Such fly from 
the means of conviction too. Progreſs from bad to 
worſe is common and alarming. Importunity of friends 
ſhould riſe with foreſeen danger. All who hate practi- 
cal knowledge muſt hate her faithful ſervants. 

A thorough, good change, under God, will follow 23 
ſpeedy return from evil, Heb. viii. 10. 

Moſt glorious Lord, the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, - - 
in ſubordination to whom alone we can regularly act; 
we depend upon thee, for the promiſed communications 
of thy divine aids. O number us not among thoſe cho 
are apoſtates from thee by their incorrigible wickedaels! 


_ PROVERBS. 
| FROM | VERSE XXIV. to. the END. 


24 AF F. ER all, if you turn not from at hes 
- proffered grace irſelf will become your accuſer, and 


ay, becauſe 1 have often affedtionately called 
you to amend, and ye refuſed 10 hearken : I 
have even ſtretched out my hands, as defirous 


to lay hold of you, and no man, as they ſhould. 


have done, ee Ter my moſt ſolemn entreaties : 
25 but ye tranſgreſſors have ſet at nought all my 
good counſel, and would have none of my. 
26 ſust reproof: I alſo, in return, will appear to 
laugh at your calamity. from vice, and even 
I will mock * as one in rage when your fear of zhe 
27 wor cometh: When your fear of ful! puniſh- 


ment cometh as. deſolation jt/elf, and your en- 
tire deſtruction cometh as a fempeſtuous whirl- 
wind): when diſtreſs in keeneſt anguiſh cometh: 


28 irreſilliblj upon you. Then ſhall: they whe 


Eh Pr as allufion to the: manner of man's paſh tons, God is here 
Spoken of ; ag” mage 1 to affet deeply. Hal. ii. 4. Prove 
xiv. 32. bis faſtens together on every fide ; and is exe 


Prefſve of An inward and outward . 
| RETIECTions. 
24 Buſineſs. The proper ſeaſon for any gg important 
In what is /piritual means of. 


. Neglected i is often fatal. 
conviction are avoided, for the ſake of falſe caſe. 
25 Jo hear without a view to right practice is worſe than 


uſeleſs. To ridicule, is monſtrous. 
| the feeling of a weak nature, cannot exiſt. 
26 Divine comforts abſtracted ſeem like total diſregard. 
27 Then imagination preſents nothing but what is dread- 


28 Dea bed borrors and exclamations have in het” 


"0 EL 


Mocking is the. 
very ſummit of reſentment. In Almighty God, paſſion, 


S r 


A 


* 
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have been mo/t daringh ob/tinate, call upon me 
for deliverance ; but I will not anſwer them in 
peace : they ſhall ſeek me, under yet more dead. 

hb apprehenſans early, but they ſhalt not find 
me favourable : for that they hated know- 29 
ledge in due ſeaſon ; and did not chooſe, when 
they had power, and opportunity given, the true 
efficacious fear of the Lord. They would 30 
have regard io none of my wiſe counſel, to live. 
well and happy, but with mary” F aſe deſpiſed = -. 
my earnelt parental reproof. Therefore ſhall 3c 
they. fnally- be left to ca of the natural bitter 
fruit of their, own evil. way; and be filled as 
to. the brim with what muſt flow from. their own. 
impious immaral devices. For, waving every, 32 
thing - elſe of poſitive puniſhment, the turning 
away .it/elf ot the careleſs ᷑ubborn ſimple, 
mall ffay them without remedy ; and the ſhort - 
precarious þ proſperity of wicked fools all 


See Fer. viii. 5 H. 15 Some e * XX. 
20—41. 7 A. | | | FE 


e e a ee 
ſomewhat of the nature of hell. | Seldom, if ever, do 
they make any real ENS: of inward temper. Sn vii. 

34 viii. „ 

The chief obſtacle to reli ious knowledge is aver- 29 
ſion to what is good; John iu. 19. Such are altogether 30 
unworthy of a Sl. : 

Final proſperouſneſs in vice is impoſſible, Gal. vi. 6, 7. 31 
Sinners will be glutted with what. they ſought after with 
greateſt induſtry. They need. nothing ens or out- 
ward to puniſſi them. 1 8 

Plenty itſelf ſerves but to fupply. the means of vice 32 : 
_ + wretchednels. | | 


= 2 . 
V5 LEN 4 


. 


33 


thus deſtroy thank" But I in Ig time, 
and under the power of obedient faith, hearken- 
eth unto me, ſhall dwell ſafely, amid/? theſe 
fuinous profligale i ues ; „ and mall be "Jo 
5 rp fear of evil. 


4244 — * 1 
© H 4 F. * 
| FROM VERSE I. to x. N 


couragement, that, if thou wilt continue 
to receive my inſtructive words, thou ſhalt, in 


ine, /o Be, as to lay up, and W in thy breaf; 


33 


N ReeLEecTIONS. 


| Thoſe 15 W der witli profit to . rules, 0 


| follow them up to practice, and no other. 


We knew, O Lord, that the foundation of miſery was 
laid in fin, and that. we could not eſcape from this mi- 


ſery without repentance ; that our time paſſes quickly 


away, and that we could not do a work of leiſure when a 
few diſtreſſed and encumbered hours only did remain: 
yet, alas, we deferred the great work of our ſouls, as if 


that could have been done in a moment, or was to be 
done upon us without ourſelves; hereby adding the 


hardneſs of our hearts, to the. difficulty of our reforma- 


tion and amendment. Convince us, good God, that the: 
| paſſions of fear and ſorrow, which danger, and the proſ- 


pect of eternity extort from us, make no more religious 


change in men upon earth, than they. do in thoſe who are 


confined to the place of torment... 


Knowledge, how to be obtained. To diſtinguiſh, truth 


from falſehood, upon proper evidence, is becoming men ; 


and honours Almighty God. Duty with . POT _ 


to our * retentive affections. 


M. Y dear duti iful ſon, know, for ehine en- 


Chap. II. PROVERBS: * 


my commandments with the, al he moſ precious 
| of all treaſure ; So that thou wilt more and more 2 
- incline, thine attentive ear unto be rules: of di. 
ſe vine wildom, and apply thine heart it/e/f to 
the full underſtanding of them. Vea, if, from 3 
0 good a frame, thou crieſt after #i/l clearer 

b by diligent uſe of proper means; and 
- Wliftet up thy voice in prayer for addi. 
tonal underſtanding: If, in theſe ways, thou 4 
ſeekeſt her with unremitting care and labour, as 
men of the world. do after ſilver; and even 
ſearcheſt for her, as for expeded hid treaſures, . 
then, without all peraduenture, ſhalt thou un- 5 
ue derſtand from experience the true flial tear * of 
in the Lord; and find the /aving knowledge of 
i God who is invi able. For the Lord Fehovah. 6 
75 giveth perfect wiſdom. unio all ſuch; and out 
ho of his own mouth cometh certain inſpired 
knowledge, and profirable underſtanding. He 7 
as layeth up plenteouſiy of ſound wholeſome wiſe _ 
dom for improvement of the righteous, and thus, 


oi (LIED 5 1 eee the whole . 
n: e 
if REFLECTIONS. 


be Abſtra8, 3 as much as may be, from aun 2 
the I chings, vicious prejudice and evil counſel. 

na- The moſt® ardent devotion ſhould accompany our. $ 
the: own beſt endeavours, Matth. vi. 33 ii. 7. &c. Plal. 
-of-. Wali. 3, 4. 1 Kings iii. 6, &c. 

dus iſdom is more ſubſtantial and durable, than all . 
are Strong -affe#ion makes light of dj fficulties. : | 
; A uf habitual ſenſe of deity i is the ſource ark ſup⸗ 6 


uh [port of every thing good; Job xxviii. 28. Eccl. xii. 13. 

n; | Certainty of ſucceſs, animates : Jam, i. 5, 17. Solid 7 
um: knowledge makes wiſe for eternity; ; Yer. 7. 2 aſſimi- 

+ .. Mates the foul of mg: to God. 1 ne 


_ PROVERBS. Chap. It, 
ar cherte of his bel love, he is a a ſure defenfrve 


buckler to them that continue to walk upright- 
ly, from the hatred and violence of their worft 


enemies. He keepeth the whole paths of 1500 


who" aft with proper guided judgement; and 
preſerveth unto the end, the pure way of his 


faints. Then, of courſe, thou ſhalt underſtand 


more and more, how ſweet and joyous all ſorts of 


righteouſneſs are: judgement and equity 70. 


wards men, in particular, ſo often neglected: yea, 


and every good path, leading to Re and 
mow oſs 1 995 


10 


11 every otber, is pleaſant unto h ſoul: 


8,9 


10 


11 


- FROM VERSE x: to _ END. 


WHEN wiſdom, 15 direct li ife, entereth deep 


into thine heart, and devout knowledge, above 
VIS: 


Rxrrrerioxs. 

6 Afflictions themſelyes do forward the upright to hea- 
ven, Pſal. xxxi. 19, &c,—lxxxiv. 12.—cxxt. 4. The 
pleaſures of religion paſs all underſtanding of the wick- 
ed; Job xxvii. 5, &c. Rom. xiv. 17, 22. Love is the 
parent of attention and diligence. 

Grant, O Lord, that the repeated impreſſions of reli- 


- gious worſhip may eſtabliſh an abiding conſtitution, 
temper and complexion in us; and may become a vital 


and divine prineiple. 
cular, by our eonverſe with what is ſenfible and earthly; 


Let us not become carnal and ſe- 


but become to that degree ſpiritual; that we may do thy 
will on earth; as the holy angels do it in heaven! 
Advantages of religious wiſdom. Divine knowledge is 


pleaſant, both on its own account and on accoutit of "a 


ſalutary effects. 


Prudence takes wikrice, and ſtudies proper honeſt 


means; Eph: v. 12. Ita. Iii. 13. To ſufpect danger is 


wiſely t to conſult « our own intereſt. Motives to — | 


Chap. II. PROVERBS. — 


tion ſhall /o guard, by meant of both, at to pre- 
ſerve thee-/afe even in hazardous circumſtantes, 
underſtanding at hand ſhall keep thee „rn 10 
what is right; To deliver thee from falling 
into- the way of the evil ducing man, from 
the man that ſpeaketh /a//e* froward things; 
or ſupport to his loofe impious meaſures; Who 
leave the paths of 4nown+ uprightneſls, to 
walk in the prohibited dangerous | ways of dark- 
neſs. Who, at /ength, rejoice to do evil, and 


delight in hearing & the di/engennous froward- 
neſs of the wicked. Whole ways are dete/ta- 


bly || crooked, and they notwithstanding obsti- 
nately froward in their i choſen- paths. To de- 
liver thee a//o from the ſtrauge whoriſh woman, 
even from the Harlot, ſtranger to thy perſon and 


12 


2 


14 
15 
16 


* Guile and artifice which turns every way; Gen. iii. 34. 


H. + Sincerity. H. 
evil maxim and manners diſcourſed of. 
to be depended upon 5 falſe ant! unjuſt,” 


Ignorance and error. Their 
[| Uncertaii and not 


| REFLECTIONS, | ha, 
rightly underſtood, are a ſufficient balance againſt temp- 
tations. It is a good ſign, to hear of this ſubject with 
penn, 5 5 | 
Likewiſe greatly below a rational creature, to be in 


love with error. Men of violence, and infidel wit; would 


take the lead of many ſimple young. Early religion is 


the moſt effectual guard againſt them. 


This courſe is plain, ſtraight, and free of embarraſſ. 
ment. If we leave conſcience and ſeripture, all is dark. 
neſs of error; Rev. iii. 15, 16. Rom. xiii. 12, &. 

Love of money, and ſenſual pleaſure, ruin the bulk 


Jof mankind. To be tempted is no ſin; but only when 


we yield; Jam. i. 13, 14. 


Immodeſty in women is unnatural ; and eſpecially 


after marriage. Their flatteries are peculiarly ha- 
zardous. True fortitude in youth, is to flee from ſuch. 


12 
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character, which, in ſoft manner, and for the I w. 
worst: of purpgſes, flattereth all ſhe meets with Hof 

17 her words of praiſe: Which immedestly for- Wtr: 
ſaketh the yend guide of her youth, and, Med 
through repetition of what is vile, forgetteth to Mme 
act in conformity to the ſacred and ſworn cove- 

18 nant of her God: For her adulterous houſe 
inclineth Heep unto premature hideous death, 
and her paths wnfor/aken, lead down unto the 

19 places of the miſerable dead. None, out of many | 
that once go unto her /ewd meaſures, return | 
again, by genuine. cordial amendment; neither 
take they firm hold“ of the pure. and holy 
20 paths of à new, ſafe and bappy life. That 
6 avoiding beth of the above, thou mayeſt be free 
to enter upon, and walk in the way of good, 
pious and benevolent men, and keep the paths of 

21 the inflexible righteous. For believe the word WW He: 
of a parent, the plain ingenuous upright ſhall mer 

___ dwell warth credit in the land, and the perfect tion 
22 of that ſort ſhall remain /ong in it. But the £ 


jure 
T Compare Pal. liti. 4. dined, 5, 7. Zeph. i. 6. Bit S ho 1 
REFLECTIONS. of r 


17 The violation of chaſtity ſeldom ſtops in its career; W 4) 
x Cor. xi. 8. A double future vengeance awaits forget: ſubj 
fulneſs of clear and ſtrong ties. 

18 Fellowſhip with vice cannot too much be hated. and 

19 Abuſe of e doth iſſue in ſpiritual death ; and often ly i 
likewiſe, in that which is bodily ; Gal. vi. 6, 7. Rom. viii. | 
5, &. Foretaſtes of final wretchedneſs are not ſure if Sv: 


I} ſigns of a thorough change ; Eccl. viii. 28. mig 
i 20 True wiſdom leads to eminence of religious virtue. him 
| Companionſhip in holineſs, is alſo of noble growth. A 


| 21 Health, plenty, and comfort, are the moſt native man 
| 22 fruits of a good life ; Deut. xi. 8, &c. Pfal. xxxvii. 3, 4: Gen 


Clap. it . PaOVenM. ky 


wicked of heart and pradftice ſhall ſoon be cut 
off from the earth; and the more affiduous 
tranſgreſſors of God's /aw, ſhall be quite f root- 
ed out of it, in their exiſtence and pleaſant re- 


Wmembrance together. 15 


„4. 4-4 (444 14: 4 Þ pope pe pers pede: 5 : 
CHAP. Ill 
FROM VERSE I. to v. 


IV dear ſon, forget not on any account 
my law of tenderneſs ; but let thine 
heart e/teem, love and keep all my command- 


+ Plucked up. 


— 


| NY Mir: 2 om nr 

Heaven is yet more certain; Matth. v. 6.—vi. 33. The 
memory of the wicked is nauſeous, and their end deſtruc- 
tion; Deut. xi. 17. Pſal. xxxvii. 36. Phil. iii. 17, &c. 
1 Pet. ii. 11. Hoſ. iv. 11. What fo horrible, as a per- 
jured adultereſs! Early marriage, in the fear of God, is 
a great preſervative to virtue. : 

Grant, O Lord, that we may ſo maintain the empire 
of reaſon, and conſcience, as no ſenſations, nor paſſions 
may uſurp the ſupremacy in us; and carry us from our 
ſubjection to the vicegerent of thee, our God. As taught 
and obliged by the goſpel grace, may we deny ungodlineſs 
and worldly luſts, and live ſoberly, righteouſly, and god- 
ly in this preſent world, looking for the blefſed hope, 
and the glorious appearance of the great God, and our 
Saviour, Feſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify us unto 
himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

Advantages of a good life. Some virtues do, in eſpecial 
manner, conduce to preſent profit; Deut. xxx. 15, &c. 
Genuine religious inſtructors, are affectionately parental. 


2 
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2 ments: for in common it will be found that 
length of days, and long life, and outward 
peace “ 70 enjoy theſe, ſhall they add to thee, 

3 Let not works of mercy + in particular, and 
/teadfaſt truth of dealing, forſake thee; but bind h 
them, as it were, about thy neck f, by way of . 
ornament, and write what is due to them upon j 

4 the inmo/? table of thine heart. So ſhalt thou 
find adts of favour, and the ſure reputation of 
good underſtanding in the fight of an omni- 7 
feient infallible God, and. all e ä vor men. 

* Or, all manner of happineſs ; an xiv. 2 Com- 
noone our whole of bag we ; oa vi. 8. 6 + + Signs | 


and frontlets enciently were worn 5 Ex. æiii. 9. Deut. ui. 8. 
Compare Fob xxxiv. 27. H. | 


8 | 
Love makes memory, and increaſes it: Iſa. xxxii. 8. Ml exa 
Leſſons ſnhould be laid up for all emergencies, when either for 


we read, or hear: Jam i. 23, &c. Job xxii. 22. the 
2 Defective virtue may require chaſtiſements, which life any 
and immortality do abundantly compenſate. Peace of 
mind is more than length of days, and more certain like- WW nag 
wiſe. of. 


3 - The fruits of regular compaſſion. excel ſtrict juſtice, roa 
Rom. v. 7, &c. 2 Tim. i. 5. Regard to Almighty God, * 
in focial duties, doth ſanctify and bleſs them. It turns a MW wit! 


civil into a moral, and a moral into a religious work. Re- I 
gard to truth in every caſe, thould be ſweetly tempered I the: 
with ſympathetic love. ſon] 


4 He who denies himſelf, Gr the ſake of others, has a our 
i of high acceptable worth in his own mind, Pial. W and 
x11. 1, &c. 1 Tim. vi. 17, 18. It is alſo captivating, and us 
brings multitudes in debt, 1 Pet. iii. 13. Matth. v. 7. but 
Rom. xiv. 18. Let fame follow goodneſs, and not be to r 
purſued as a chief end. They who abound. moſt in this WU rigt 
world, do often enjoy it leaſt. Therefore, religious virtue 1 

ought to be a chief concern of all * parents. Picty ih 
and juſtice are cloſe conjoined. 


Chap. III. PROVERBS, 117 


RO VERSE V. to VII. 


EVEN whilf an what is good, truſt 5 
in the Lord for guidance and ſucceſs, with all 
thine heart: and lean not fe confidently unto: 
thine own underſtanding, In all thy ways 
of endeavour after eminent advantages, acknow- 
ledge the over-ruling providence of him, by hum- 
ble devout reque/ts ; and he 20h is infinite and 
infallible ſhall direct thy paths to a [a Ye and 


honourable i/Jue. 


FROM VERSE VII. to XI. 
BE not wiſe, therefore, in thine own yy 


 RerLecTIONS. 

Move us, O great and merciful God, by the mutual 
example of each other, to adore thee ; and to love mer 
for that of thee which is in them! Aſſure our hearts of 
thee, O Lord, that thou canſt no more vary from right in 
any act of thine, than thou canſt vary from thyſelf 


Truſt in God with prayer. No circumſtance in ma 5 


nagement can be ſo prudential, as to ſeclude the neceſſity | 
of divine aid, Pſal. xxxvii. 3, 5. The ſhorteſt ſeeming 
road to honour and wealth is often that to ruin. 
The calm modeſt approbation of our own conduct, 6 
with certain final ſucceſs, is ſolid, laſting joy. | 
In all the addreſſes, Holy Father, which we make unto 
thee, may we feel ſuch impreſſes of thy image upon our 
ſouls, as will.enlarge our veneration of thy majeſty, and 
our longings after the complete, and neareſt, and eternal, 
and uninterrupted converſe with thee in heaven! Suffer 
us not to reſt in the means, without attaining the end; 
but let religious exerciſes have their full and proper effect, 
to reform and ſanctify us, by the practice of all gen, 6 
righteouſneſs and truth. 


H. 9 the my of God, EY bengfcence. Nothing 7 
—1 = 
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fect eyes of diſcernment : reverently fear the 
ene ſupreme Lord, and depart from that evil, 

8 which he ever abhors. It ſhall be like the prime 
ſource of health to thy“ navel, and moiſtening 
marrow to thy bones, for increaſe of ſirengib. 

9 And as you. thus ſucceed, yield honour to the 
Lord with @ proper divifion of thy ſubſtance, 
and with the very+ firſt-fruits of all thine in- 
10 creaſe. So in place of lofs from thence, ſhall thy 


barns be filled with plenty of neceſſary grains,; 
burſt 


and thy well Hored grape preſſes ſhal 
out with an over fle of new wine. 


1 The carlieſt conveyance of nouriſhment 5; Exel. xvi. 4. 


＋ Or chief oblations * Priefts, Ex. xxiii. 19. Deut. xxvitt. 


2, Ke. 


; | REFLECTIONS. 
fhould move us to deviate from the traight line of A. 
mighty God. The more people offend, the more anxious 
they are, to find out plauſible defences. A ſure ſove. 
reign antidote is the habitual ſenſe of divine inſpection, 
cheriſhed by frequent, worſhip. 

8 Obedience is the fureſt mean of happineſs, and the 
moſt immediate. They who can live with moderation, 
have few preſſing demands. Their ſpirits are cheerful, 
In ſickneſs, they have glorious quieting reſources. 

9, 10 He who is the one Supreme is our ſole unalienable pro- 
prietor. The charitable are divine faithful ſtewards. It 
is by love, and not quantity, that our aims are eſtimated. 
Economy is a plentiful ſpring of liberal deeds. Pſal. exii. 1, 
&c.—xXli. 1, &. Monuments of mercy ſurvive often to 
the benefit of childrens children. The moſt juſtifiable 
of all uſuries, Eccl. xi. 1, &. A medicine to life, and 

ornament of worſhip, Matth. iii. 8. 

Me praiſe thee, O God, the author of al good, who 

has made us men for the imitation of thee in righteouſ- 


ome and holineſs; and for the participation of thee there - 


: fo that the moſt connatural employment of our 


Chap: ILL. PROVERBS. 19 
FROM VERSE xl. to XIIL. 


MY dear ſon, ſhould even divine rep at 
times, ſeem to fail of their accompliſhment ; deſpiſe - 
not Hou, through careleſineſs, the wiſe profitable 


chaſtening of the Lord: neither be weary from 


the greameſs, or lengthening out of his correc- 


tion. For however unlikely it may appear, whom - 


the good and gracious Lord mo/t tenderly loveih, 


he correcteth for a little, even as a father 
among/t ourſelves the ſon, in whom he de- 
lighteth above every other. 5 


FROM VERSE XIII. to xxl. 


UP ON the whole, happy, in each reſpect, 1s 
the man that findeth practical wiſdom, and 


RxrIscrions. | 
higheſt faculties is about thee ; and we can never ſo per- 
fectly enjoy ourſelves, as when we. moſt enjoy thee ! 


T rials neceſſary. All trouble is dealt out in wiſdom . 
and love, Job v. 6. God would have the wicked to 


amend by them; and the 69% to improve. 

None have a right to chooſe either the kinds or the 
meaſures of their trials. Impatience aggravates diſtreſs. 
They who foreſee, and prepare for the worſt, are half 
armed, Amos iii. 2, Such guard at once 1 ſecu- 


rity and deſparr. 


Wherefore, O thou God of Peace, who brou ghteſt 
ain from the dead our Lord Feſus . Chriſt, Ro great 
8 epherd of the Sheep, through the blood of the ever- 
laſting covenant; make us perfect in every good work 


13 


to do thy will: working in us that which is well pleaſ- 


ing in thy ſight, through Fe/us Chrift.' To whom be 


glory for ever and ever. 


Advantages of practical wv 7 True means of en) oy- 


ment are put into every ones powers. W; Yew is the 


13 
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the man that getteth * underſtanding, by di- 
14 ligent ſearch. For the ſucceſsful merchandiſe 


of itf is better than the merchandiſe of c- 
veted ſilver is able to purchaſe, and the gain 


thereof than even what can be acquired by fine 

15 gold. She 18-77 herſelf more precious than 
bright ſhining rubies; and all the things % 
thou canſt be moved to deſire, are not once to 
16 be compared unto her. Like a lady of chief 
diſtinction, ſhe holds out length of joyous days is 

in her right hand: and in her left hand, 


17 e and honour reſpectahle. Her Ways of 


living throughout are ways of pure lasting plea- 


* Draweth out underflanding, Prov. viii. 35. Prudence. 
Compare Gen. xxxiv. 10. A. Some, burſt forth. H. 


Gen. vii. . 


RerLECTIONS. | 
proper uſe of underflanding, in n to a learned 


wicked fool, Prov. xxiii. 23. Seek the beſt occaſions 


for ſound knowledge, and dread to loſe any. 

14 No goods. of the body can equal thoſe of the mind. 

15 Gold and rubies ſerve chiefly for mereſhew, Eſth. iii. 8.— 
v. 13.—vii. 4. Whereas wi/dom, in exerciſe, conſtitutes , 
divine beauty, uſefulneſs, and joy, 1 Tim. ii. 9. 1 Pet. 
iii. 3, Kc. Hence, too, looks are rendered ſweet, and 
captivating. | 

16 Heaſtb is a bleſſing of prime regard, and is, for moſt 
part, connected with prudence, moderation, contented- 
neſs and humility, Matth. vi. 33. How numerous are 
the toils and deaths occaſioned by intemperance ? - Our 
chief ſeat of riches is in the ſoul. 

17 Innocent pleaſures of the world are not abridged by 

religion, but the contrary. A good conſcience is a per- 

petual feaſt. Pious acts are noble, and fweet. How, 


bliſsful is the exerciſe o _ good? Acts xx. 3 5. Phil. 


iv. 6, 7. 
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ſantneſs; ; eh all her enabliſbed ana are 


fraught with inestimable peace. She is as 2 48 


beautiful tree of life richly covered with fruits, 
to them that lay hold upon her: and happy, 
beyond expreſſion, is every one, that retaineth 


her 0 the end. The mighty Lord by Jimilar 19 


heneficent wiſdom, hath founded the earth 10 
be inhabited ; and by. unmeaſurable underſtand- 
ing, hath he eſtabliſhed the heavens, /ike a ca- 


nopy above it. By his all perfect knowledge, 20 


the hidden depths are broken up, in refreſpful 
fountains, reams and rivers of waters from them; 


and the exhaled clouds out of theſe, in their 
Nun drop own gently the nn dew. 
| FROM VERSE XXL. to XXVII. 


MY tear datile ſon; wha” an 1 ear 21 
has drawh fo many "uſeful lefſons unto,” Ter. not 


Nie 8. 


Preſent e delights anticipate thoſe eh are 18 


perfect and everlaſting, Prov. vin. 1, &c. They differ 
only in their meaſures, Rev. xxii. 14. | 


All the heavenly orbs are orderly and uſeful. Man's 19 


chief glory is to imitate the fountain of love. Matth. xi. 30. 20 
We own, O eternal and glorious Lord God, that perfec- 
tion of wiſdom, | goodneſs, and power, by which thou 
didſt,. in the beginning, create all things: ſo that the 
beauties of thy nature ſhine forth in the works of thine 
hands. We praiſe and magnify thy love, who haſt fitted 
us reaſonable creatures for thoſe relations which we 
ſtand in to thee, and to one another; ſo that the foun- 
dation of our duty is laid therein, and our happinels 1 is 
promoted thereby. | 

Various religious vl "OI Parental: affection riſes 21 
with good impreſſions formerly made. The more that 
virtue is contemplated, the more it enamours. Clear 


——— — 


3 — —-— K 


{ 
N 
| 
| 
! 
| 
| 

h 


2 | PROVERBS. Chap, III. 


them hereafter depart from thine * eyes: 


keep ſound Healing wiſdom and diſcretion of 
22 behaviour to the laſt. So {ſhall they be life of 


feet enjoyment unto thy ſoul, and ornaments of 


23 captivating + grace to thy neck. Then ſhalt 


thou walk in thy way of 6u/ine/5 ſafely, and 


thy foot ſhall not 1 upon hazards of vice. 
24 When thou lieſt down after hours of labour, 
thou ſhalt not] be afraid, either outwardly or 
' inwardly to the diſturbance of re; yea, thou 
ſhalt on the contrary lie down with peace of mind, 


| bs 5 and thy fleep ſhall be ſweet. Be not afraid 


of ſudden grounds to fear what the malicious 
only have to expeft. neither of the deſolation 
of the ob/tinate wicked, when it apparently 
26 cometh nigh. For the Lord. in that tremen- 
daus cafe, ſhall be thy confidence, and ſhall 


* Memory and thought, OY M/s. 1 Þ Alluding to the 
cuſtomary dreſs of that part, with precious jewels, P/al. xci. 3. 
+ That is e by ſudden terror. . 


* E 5 
1 


r : 


light of . truth removes ill grounded painful aſs 


cions. It can ſtand the teſt of minute inquiry. 


22 Exiſtence without enjoyment, is not living. Virtue 


inſpires charitable winning beneficence, peaceful reflec- 


tions, and future good proſpects. Gems need ſomething 


better than themſelves, to make one ſhine, Job xxix. 7, &c. 

23 Cheerful diſpatch waits upon a perſon of judgement, 

with good deſigns. Secure of divine approbation, what 

can hurt? Job vii. 19. Pſal. cxxvii. 2,—xci. 1. Phil. ii. 28. 

24 Love and beneficence do often charm the worſt, 

1 Pet. iii. 13. Where cares are feweſt, fleep is beſt. 

25 The demands of nature are moderate, whereas 4 
has no bounds. 

26 Cod will either deliver or ſupport, I Cor. L. 13. 

1 Pet. i. 9, &. We ſhould turn our eyes from the 


__ 
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Chap. III. 7 PROVERBS. | 23 
aſſuredly keep thy foot from being taken like 


his, with a ruimous ſnare. 


' FROM VERSE XXVII. io Xxx. 


WITHHOLD not pure charitable good, if 27 


thou wouldel/t humbly and affectionately truſt in Al. 
mighty God, from them“ to whom it is by his ſu- 
preme appointment due, when it is in the power 
of thine hand to do it at the time. Say not 


unto thy poor deftiture neighbour, who ſolicits | 


thine immediate aid, Go for the preſent, and 


come again to me for relief, and to-morrow | 
perhaps, or ſoon after, 1 will give what you want; 


ZE Literally, the « owpners thereof. The deſerving. 


Revs rene 


fiream to the fountain, - and then think what he can : do: 


Rules of life ought ever to be in our eye. 
Bleſſed be thou our God, whoſe laws of religion a are 


not mere determinations of pleaſure, and arbitrary com- 


mands of power ; but the dictates of wiſdom and defigns 
of goodneſs, beneficial and neceflary ! 
Almſgiving. No unjuſt or uncharitable perſon has a 


call to put their truſt in a good and gracious God. Depen- 
dences of a trading life, do not often admit of es 


payments, Rom. xiii. 8. All who are in want have a 


claim of right, to be relieved by others, Matth. vii. 12. 
Ex. xxii. 7, 14, 15. Deut. xv. 7, &. Times, as well as 


actions, are to be thought of. Where objects may be 


known, they ſhould be known. We are unjuſt, ſo long | 
as we delay. It is dreadful facrilege to rob the hungry. 


To-morrow may never come, and to die with a cruel 


falſehood in one's mouth is hideous, Lev. xix. 13. Deut. 
xxiv. 15. Jam. iv. 13. Where the deſire of doing good 


is ſtrong, the terms of denial will be gentle. Ends are 


always in our power, though the means are not. 


28 


27 


28 


— 


24 PROVERBS. | Chap. TIT. 


when thou haſt it in poſſeſſion already by thee. 


29 Deviſe not even in thought evil of that, or indeed 
any other kind, againſt thy well known innocent 
neighbour, ſeeing he dwelleth in his on be- 
lief, roy. by thee. 


FROM VERSE XXX. to the END. 


30 S8TRIVE not through Iitigiouſueſs, or inat- 
tention to ſmall beginnings, with a man of any 
kind, without a ſufficient cauſe, and leaf of all, 
if it is certain he have done thee no harm. 

31 And whereas /7 ucceſs in vice doth often lead to this, 
envy thou i not in the oppreflor of right, and 
chooſe from like expeftations, none of his crimi- 

32 nal ways. For the froward to act again 
equitable rules, is no leſs than abomination to 
the Lord: but his ſure ſecret love is with the 

3 3 e Fee The heavy curſe of che 


RETIECTIOoxSs. 

29 The more innocent and uſeful people are, it is ; the 
more maliciouſly cruel to hurt them. He withholds 
good who does not aid, to the utmoſt of his power, Lev. 
xViii. 19. Pal. vii. 4. | 

30 Strife and ſcorning. Small tribes are apt to widen, by 
every new thought. Fretful peeviſh natures do invent 
cauſes of diſpute. The wiſe do eaſily overlook. ſuch as 
are real. 

31 Few have the art of calmly ſeeking redreſt at t law. 
Sober private converſation would prevent a world of 

miſchief, Pial. xxxvii. 20, &e. Prov. xvi. 18. 

32 Succeſsful pride is too often flattered. Hidden bleſ. 
ſings of heaven 2 are the iweeteſt and moſt Pure, 2 Sam. 
vii. 7" 

33 Whole and great familles ſuffer from oppreſive” ga- 
therers. Sudden riſes do often portend IN "ens __ 


Chap III. PROVERBS, >” 


Lord through time is fure to break forth in the 
houſe of the diſhone/t cruel wicked“: but he 
blefleth with ſmiles of regard the habitation of 
the ſteadiaſt juſt. Surely of all others moſt, he 34 
ſcorneth by . the impious ſcorners; 
but he giveth large aiding grace unto the low- 
ly of heart. The devoutly wile ſhall inherit 35 
certain glory for both worlds, but no leſs certain 


| ſhame ſhall be the en. n of 


fools. 
15 The n man of rapine. A. + Or bt tem to notice. . 


Rrrxcrions. 
throws. Leave not the fruits of an evil purchaſe to your 
children. The meaneſt houſe and income is more than 
all unrighteous ſplendor. 

How alarming were divine judgements upon Pharaoh, 34 
Nebuchadnezzar and Herod? Lam. iii. 32. How 
gracious his dealings with Abraham, Job, Joſeph, Eliſa- 
beth, Mary and others? | 

The flattering of fools may appear as promotion; but 35 
it is worſe than none. Proſperous vice is contemptible, | 


Pſal. iv. 6. 


Conſign us not, O thou molt wiſe and gracious Creator, | 
unto the ſtate of thoſe, who by conſciouſneſs of their 
guilt, and the malignity of their fin, are ſeparated from, 
and incapable of the light of thy countenance ;j but may 
we now, while it is .called to-day, participate of thy 
righteouſneſs, who-art the fountain of all happineſs and 


glory * Es” 


— T. — 
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eee . 8 
"CHAP. IV. 

' FROM VERSE I. to XIV. 

[EAR, O ye children of wiſdom, the it 


ſtruction of a dutiful affetionate fa- 
ther, and attend with ſeriouſneſs to know from. 


2 experience right underſtanding. For I give you 


3 


good wholeſome doctrine 70 be directed by, forſake 
you not on any account my law. For 7o this end, 


conſider that I was my father's ſon, as you are 


4 


now mine, yea tender to, and, as it were only be- 
loved in the fight of my mother. He, fly 
apprebending danger from ſuch fondneſs, tau 
me alſo, and ſaid unto me, by way of prepara- 


tion, let not only thine ear admit, but thine heart 


5 


I 


{2 


3 


itſelf retain my beneficial words : keep my 
commandments, and live thereby in ſure happi- 


3 Get early puſſe Mon of wiſdom, to dt icern 


REFLECTIONS. 
Paternal and | filial affeflion. Good rules do ſpecially aid 
thoſe who act in high difficult offices. True charity dic- 
tates with meek yet glowing love. The worſt of all in- 
gratitude is to treat ſuch with indifference. The voice of 
affection is natural to true parentage, Jer. vi. 16. 
The more we recolle& good teachers, the more we will 
eſteem, and improve by their inſtructions. 7outh has our 
beſt claim to aid, Ex. 1 iv. 22. 1 Chron. XXviii. 1, &c.— 


XXIX. I, &c. 


4 Faithful attention, and meditating, give great hope of 


proficiency. To be contented is to live. 
At any expence to this world, ſound practical know- 


5 
ledge ſhould be ſought after, as what is 7 arg ad 


3 Match. vi. 33. 


% 
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and get in like manner underſtandin & clear for im- 


mediale uſe: forget it not when more advanced,nei- 


ther decline y theclamourous urgencies of vodily ap- 


peiite and ſenſe, from the ſublime perſecting words 


of my mouth. Forſake her not I pray, amid/t 
unevenly ſlippery paths, and tru/t me as a father, 
ſhe ſhall preſerve thee : love her ardently and 
the ſhall keep thee wp. Wiſdom for obedience 7 


js the principal thing, therefore get ſucb wiſ- 


dom at any expence ; and with all thy getting 
for this world, get underſtanding. how to uſe, 


fo as not to abuſe it. Exalt her in thy judicions 8 


manly thoughts, and ſhe ſhall promote thee 7o 


noble heights of virtue: ſhe ſhall bring thee to 
honour and ta act in ſuch places, when thou 


doſt embrace her with warm PReeadfalt regard.” 
She ſhall give to thine upright una/hamed head 9 
woat may be compared to* an ornament of 
grace; yea, a crown of glory ſhall ſhe deli- 
ver to compaſs thee. Hear, O my ſon, and 10 
receive theſe my ſayings with conflant adhe- 
rence ; and the years of thy life thall be many, 
if not as 10 number, Key as to certain permanent 


kw Se * i. 9. Or things to be lcd 


: REFLECTIONS. | 
. For beauty and a nothing can equal religious vir- 6 
tue, Pſal. cxi. 10. Build not upon doubtful principles, 7 
Deut. xxxii. 7. Men ruin their greateſt happineſs, by 
making too much haſte after the appearances of it. 


What fo glorious, as to be like the Almighty ? 


Length of days ſhould be meaſured by enjoyment, 8 


Gen xiv. 20. Hol. xi. 8. 9 
Ignorance from love of vice is { without excuſe, John 10 


ili. LED 2 Pet. e 1 5 > 


2 


28 PROVERBS. Chap. IV. 
11 advantages. Hitherto God and thy ozen-conſrience 
ill bear witneſs, | have taught thee how: 10 
all in the way of true wiſdom ; I have led 
thee, not without ſucceſs, in right urn paths. 
12 When thou goeſt, thy ſteps ſhall not be 
ſtraitened by preſſure of others; and when thou 
runneſt after means either for private or public 
260d, thou ſhalt not ſtumble % as to fruſtrate 
13 them, Take faſt hold of inſtruction, then let 
her not go from inferior motives. keep her nigh 
as a guard under every-preſent trial, for . all, 
mne is r fureft' con yorting, *. | | 


FROM VERSE XIV. to xx. 


14 ENTER not for a. moment into the Enown 
path of the wicked, and for love's 5 ſake, go nat 
15 en deliberately in the way of evil men. Avoid 


it rather, paſs not if poſſi ble by its very con- 


RneLecrIONS: E 

11 Progreſſive goodneſs gives eaſe, freedom, ſerenity, 
12 Matth. xi. 29. Wh 
13 Virtuous reſolution is inſtant and ſtrong⸗ Trifle not 
with what is momentous, Pfal. cxix. 59, 60. Not to 
avoid known hazards is not to be ſincere. - The worſt 
ſhould not deſpair, Prov. iii. 8. Hab. i. 16. Attention 
ought to quicken with excellence of doctrine. The more 
pains parents have taken, the more they are to be loved, 
obeyed. Religious wiſdom is to be eſtimated above all 

things, Matth. xi. 12. Phil. iii. 12, 13. Properly ſpeak- 
| ing, the wicked do not/live, Luke xv. 32. 
14 Virtue and vice compared. See laſt ſection at the end. 
15 The way to ruin, by vice, is quick and certain, chap. i. 
25. Abhorrence thereof is our beſt ſafety. Take 
warning from the earlieſt notice; and thus „ 


diſcourage ſeducers. 


Chap. IV. _ ' PROVERBS. | 29 


nes, but turn from it as quick as may be, and paſs 
far away. For they whom evil habits have ren- 
dered callous, ſleep not hardly for a night, © ex- 


cept they have done one kind of miſchief or ano- 
ther; and if they lie down without guilt. their 


ſleep is taken away, yea unleſs they cauſe ſome 


one by their example to fall. For they eat-as it 
were the bread of fraudulent wickedneſs, and 
drink the wine © which - cometh of extreme 


violence. But on the contrary, the pious equita- 


ble path of the juſt is ſeetly directive as the 


ſhining light of heaven, that, ſrom the time of its . 
riſe, ſnineth more and more even unto the per- 


fect effulgence of noon-day. Compared with which, 


the way of the hardened wicked is as diſ- 
mal darkneſs; /o that they daſh upon every ha- 
zard in their road, and know not at what they 

do unexpectedly ſtumble. 


I 


RerLEzcTIONs. 

Contrivance and execution of villanies, are like ſport ; 
to old ſinners, chap. iii. 24-—ii. 14. Numerous tempt- 
ing occaſions are no excuſe to tranſgreſs like them. 

Purchaſes for riot, out of blood and tears, will break in 


upon ſleep at times. 


Virtue and happineſs are progreſſive, 1 Cor. xiii. 9, 12. 


At every new Rep they forbode more to all who obſerve 
them, Dan. xii. 3. They ſoon loſe what they had, that * 


| do not abound more and more. 


Wicked mens principles have no ſound bottom, chap. 
i. 27. 

Suffer us not, O thou pure and holy God, to fall into the 
moſt dreadful and horrid condition of ſuch as are revolt- 
ed from the holineſs and happineſs of heaven, and who, 
abiding in their guilt muſt be for ever undone !. 

D 3 | 
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Ki 


| FROM VERSE XX. to XXIII. 


MY very dear ſon, let me again and again 
requeſt that you attend to my words, which are 
the refult of age and experience, incline thine 
anxious ear unto my affectionate ſayings. Let 
them not, through diſtpating means, depart from 
thine eyes; but rather keep them as in the 


_ mdf of thine heart o be regularly applied. 


ve 


23 


For they are the certain ſecurity of a well enjoy- 
ed life unto thoſe that us find them, and 
lite medicinal health to all their fleſh. 
FROM VERSE XXIII. to the END. 
KEEP then the inward man of thy“ heart 
wich all upright diligence ; for out of it are 
* Put for all human ſpiritual powers and haulin. 


RrrIkcrioxs. 
| How to improve inſtrudtion Few things, if any, are ſo 


well entitled toa grateful return. Youth ought humbly 


ta diſtruſt itſelf, Jam. i. 21, &c. 


Deſire to be edified proceedeth of love, Ch. i ili. 21. 
Luke Fin. 1. 


Learning and vice together muſt fearfully iſſue, 


2 Pet. ii. 21. Obedience enlarges and ftrengthens ſound 
wiſdom, ver. xiii. Ch. iii. 18, 22. Moderation, content- 


edneſs and humility, are noble regimens even for bodily 


health. CUTiONTY 1 is often a fatal diſeaſe of the human 


23 


mind, R, 


Rules of caution. 4 inward prevailing motions are 
either good or ill; ſo muſt people's habitual conduct be, 
Pfal: xxxiv. I5.—XXxXvii. 27. A delicate branch of the 
religious character; and too — overlooked, 
Pal. xxv1. 1, 2. 


ing abroad. Immodeſt geſtures are dangerous. 
rules of piety and virtue without prejudice. 


Chap. V. PROVERBS. 31 


the gf. provailing iflues of active life. Put 24 
away from thee a froward ra/þ mouth, and 
perverſe corrupting: lips ſtill more put far from 
thee. Let thine eyes / ſober judgement look 25 
right on the rule of a pure life, and let what 


may be compared to thine preſervative eye-lids, 


look alſo ſtraight before thee. Ponder by this 26 
means, the path of thy feet through a hazardous 
world, and let all thy virtuous ways be eſta- 


bliſhed after ſuch manner as they ought. Turn 27 
not upon any conſideration to the right hand 


Gods clear infallible order, nor to the left of 
it ; but whenever what is tempting doth offer, 
that inſtani remove thy foot from PENN 


evil. 


— 


1 . 
Vnſuitable language proceeds from, and ſtill farther 24 
corrupts a criminal heart. Inattention is no excuſe, 
Col. iii. 8, 9.—iv 6. Be not familiar with evil-ſpeakers. 
The eye is a chief inlet ta the mind. Beware of gaud- 25 
80 tudy 


Weigh well the nature and circumſtances of each 26 
action. | 


Seek not pleaſure out che road of heaven. Un- 27 


reaſonable curioſity renders people both unhappy and 
criminal. R. 


May we, oh thy grace, O righteous Father, eonſi- 


der wiſely and-timely what our capacity and what our dan- 

ger is; and never reſt in ſuch practices of ſenſuality and 

intemperanre, as degrade men into beaſts; or of ſuch pride 
and malite as „ e men into e | 


__ — — 
— — 


— 
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jb © PROVERBS. 
CHAP. V. 
FROM VERSE I. to III. 


M V ſon let me farther beſeech, that you at- 
tend unto. my dear bought wiſdom, and 
bow thine ear with ſolicitude to my following 


2 plain counſels of underſtanding. That thou 


mayeſt regard diſcretion in youth, and that thy 
lips afterwards may keep ſound preſervative 
knowledge for the benefit of others. 


FROM VERSE III. to XV. 
3 ' FOR * amongfh, many feducements, the lips of 


+ Some,, aan as in Ex. xiii. 17. Deut. xxix. 1 9. H. 


REFPLECTIOxS. 


ta outh adviſed. The more hazardous and common 


temptations are, the more wiſe perſuaſive art is due 


from parental love, chap. iv. 20.—ii. 16. Be ever open 


to advice. A good teacher ought by all lawful means, 
to remove prejudice. 

2 Spiritual policy is the beſt preſervative from falling by 
ſubtle wicked ſnares. Noble purpoſes ſtrengthen by new 


degrees of. light, and are uſeful to many, Gen. xxxix. 9. 


Credulity 1s perceived too late. R. 
Teach us by diſcovering the obſervations we have 
made, and the truths we have learned from the mani- 
feſtations of thee our God, to repreſent thee to one ano- 
ther, as moſt worthy the celebrations of us all; and to 


join our voices and our hearts in the adoration of thee, 


from whom we have received our beings, and in whom 
is the centre of our repoſe. 

Immodęſt women to be ſhunned. To gratify animal ſenſe, 
beyond the bounds of 1 is not tue nature. In a 


1 


old i na ˙ A ²— — A one ie oe. eas 


2 Seeds aer 


f 
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a ſtrange immade % woman drop upon the un- 
wary as an enticing honey-comb, and the 
word of her mouth when deſigned to captivate is 
ſmoother than feweere/# oil. But her end being 4 
accompliſhed is bitter as worm- wood iiſeif ana 
ſharp both to wound and to kill as a two-edged 
ſword. Her feet, when followed after, go 5 
down to premature death often : her ſteps con- 
tinued in take fa/t hold on * hell. Left thou 
ſhouldeft have time to ponder the path of pure 
preferable life, her ways are moveable between 
affected love, and the direct oppoſite evils, that 
thou canſt not -e know _ danger of them, 


* Compare Job XV. 13. Exch. xxxt, 16. All denoting 
the tomb. H. | 


ReFLECTIONS: 


| woman it is. peculiarly odious. The HS thus 1 


o into moſt other crimes. A modeſt teachable mind 
is the moſt ſecure. Soft flattering ſpeeches ought ever 
to alarm. An ambuſcade is more hazardous, than an 
open flight. 0 

Senſual iſſues are dreadful to eaſe, 8 buſineſs, 
health and life. Voung people ſhould tremble for theſe. 
They buy repentance at the deareſt rate, who delay it 
long, 1 Cor. vi. 9. Rev. xxi. 8, 22. 

How ſeldom do the n amend. F - 

The degrees and deceits of unhallowed delight are 6 


ſcarcely to be numbered, chap. iv. 26. How different 


do they appear in the time of being tempted, and aſter- 
wards? To reſtrain paſſion is the true road to happineſs. 

Advice is then effectual, when known means of ſeduction 
are fled from, chap. iv. 15.—ii. 18. , Who ſhould truſt a 
perſon who is both filthy and cruel? The unadviſable 
muſt periſh, Pſal. i. 1, &. How ridiculous for a mo- 


mentary pleaſure to hazard life ! Gen. xxxix. 7, &c. Luke 


xv. 30. An impure habit will conſume the largeſt in- 
come, chap..1 i. 28, &c. 7 | 
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= © PROVERBS. n 


7 Hear me now, therefore, by a wiſe deliberate 
ehoice, O ye children of my ſoul, and depart not | 
even once from the ungue/tionable kind words of 


8 my mouth. Remove early and forever thy 
way of converſe far from her, and come not 

9 nigh the door of her houſe to be tempted : Leſt, 
as many before thee, thou injudiciouſly give 
thine youthful! honour unto others who have 
no real affectionate claims, and thy years of baſe 
future wretchedneſs unto the cruel de/trudtive 
10 enſuarer. Leſt, as: no leſs frequently. happens, 
ſtrangers and even aliens be filled with the 
prime of thy wealth, and the Rrength of thy la- 


bours or obtaining them be left a ſcandalous 


prey in the houſe of a vile deteftable ſtranger. 


11 And thou 4 mo/t horribly mourn at the laſt 


without hope, when thy fleſh and poor remnants 
ef thy t body even to hin and bones are ful 


132 about i be conſumed. And lay, under agontes 


of deſpair, O, how have I hated early parental 


inſtruction, and my mad 1 ble heart de- 
13 ſpiſed wholeſome reproot ? and have not 


obeyed the voice of my wiſe benevolent teach- 
ers, nor inclined mine attextive ear to them 
14 that mo/? patiently inſtructed me? 1 | was in 
oppoſition to every joint effort of theirs, almoſt in 

all /orts of brutal evil, and in the midit of the 


congregation and aſſembly, who Were met f for 


Dor bad. Purpuſes, © 


+ Se Fo. v. 29, 30. 4 o Ia * 20. Neb. = 


|| Others tranſlate as a criminal, I have been arraigned 
for every hind of offence before the tribunal and before the afſem- 
| bly. Ste Prov. *. 20. 8. ix. 8. ä xix. 2 1. H. 


FROM VERSE xv. to XXII. 
DR IN K waters for natural relief out of 


thine own ciſtern; and what may be compared 


to refreſhful running waters, out of thine own 
well. Let“ amiable and uſeful children, the 
pure beneficial produce of thy fountains, be diſ- 


perſed abroad, and appear in the eyes of mankind 


like rivers of waters in the {treets. Let them 
be only thine own, from mutual tender com- 
placence and not with juſtice ſuſpected to come 
as from adulterous ftrangers with thee. Let 


thy choſen fountain be bleſſed by the care of a 


regular ſworn affettion, and thus re 3 as. be- 
cometh, with the wife of thy youth. Let her 
be as the loving caref/ed hind + io its mate and 


Chap. V. PROVERBS. 5 


16 
17 
18 


19 


Javourite pleaſant | roe, let her breaſts alone 


* Some interrogatively, ſhall thy e Hou abroad in 
the ſtreets as rills of water ? H. Þ Compare Prov. wviit. 


23. 1 Wild-goat according to Some, Han civ. 18. 70 


xxxix. 1 . 


: Rivincrions : 
Marriage, how to honour. The mutual inclination. of 


re; 


the ſexes is wiſe and beneficial, chap. ix. 17. Iſa. li. 1, &c. 
Irregular ſenſual indulgences, notwithſtanding, are mean 


and cruel. The fair and chaſte are thus neglected. 
Spurious iſſues often more ſo. Parentage concealed fore- 
goes ſome of the ſweeteſt natural pleaſures. _ 

Gratification, from choice and mutual conſtancy, i is 
unallayed by inward checks. 

A numerous undoubted progeny is quite endearing. | 

Like ſprings of plenty, they divide in time to mani- 
fold profitable branches, and are columns to the fate, 
Pſalms cxxvii. cxxviit. | 


How great are the con/olations of mild family diſcourſe, 5 


and united religious homage ? Pfal. cxli. 2, &c. 


"8 ' PROVERBS. Chap. v. 


fatisfy thee at all times, and be thou raviſhed 
20 always with her pure grateful love. And hawv- | 
| ing ſuch 2 nigh and Juſt expectant of thy early | 


vowed regards, why wilt thou /o err my dear 
ſon, as to be raviſhed with the ſedudtive mea- 
ſures of a ſtrange immode/? woman, yea, and 
why ingudiciouſly embrace the boſom of a baſe 
21 harlat ſtranger. For let the temptations: of ſe- 
crecy be ever ſo plauſible, you ought to know and 
be deeply affected by it, that the ways of man 
are full before the eyes of the impartial judging 
Lord, and that with this view, to ſpeak after the 
manner of men, he pondereth all his Jeet) no 


885 than open goings. 
| FROM VERSE XXII to the END. | 
22 THE ſure dreadful puniſhment of his own 


iniquities ſhall take as in a ſnare the wicked 
himſelf, and he ſhall be holden /ike a captive 
with the cords -of his multiplied attrocious ſins. 


| RepitcTIONS.. 

20 Divided griefs leſſen, and communicated. Jays increaſe, 
Gen. ii. 18. Job xix. 13, &c. xviii, &c. See the above. 
21 FAAlmighty God is more privy to what we think, ſpeak 
and act, than ovrlelves are, Zech. iv. 10. 1 Cor. iv. . 
Seek a remedy for impure pleaſure in /awful — 

No excule can be for adulterous uncleanneſs. 
We truſt in thee, O thou moſt high, that 1 righ- 
teouſnels ſhall at laſt univerſally prevail, when thoſe 
reaſonable creatures which will not be holy and religious, 


ſhall be Tubje& to an everlaſting deſtruction from thy 


| preſence and the glory of thy power. 
22 © Vice its own puniſhment. Looſe principles are the com- 
mon _ of bad lives, and ſerve to harden, Ver. 12. 


Eſth. iii. 
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Chap: VI. PROVERBS. .f 37 


He ſhall die by the Rrengthening of his evil Ba- 2 3 
bits, without being benefited by inſtruction, 
and in the greatneſs of his e eee. folly, 

he ſhall go wandering aſtray en ors ” 

7 miſchief, 2155 ge to hurt, 


OS e | 


* H A > AI 
FROM VERSE I. to VI. 


Iv ſon, whom I am anxious to warn in car- 1 
ly life, if thou, by hate of engagement, 
or otherwiſe, be ſurety for thy friend; if yet 
more unwarily thou haſt * ſtricken thy pro- 
miſi ing hand with a mere ſtranger, Thou art, 2 


*Die Hebrew maner, "Bra v. 10.—vi. 26. xx. 16. 
vi. 13. 


' he" 
RErrbcrions. 


| Guik after warning doth Ee e A Prov. 23 


viii. 30. - 


Bleſſed be thou, O God, who haſt exerciſed thy quock 
neſs in the production of thy creatures Convince us of 
the depravity which is brought npon human nature, by 
vicious practices, and make us ſo thoroughly ſenſible of 
the uneaſineſs of a guilty conſcience and malignant ſpi- 
rit, as to be moved umto the utmoſt zeal for reſtoration 
oY, repentance tO ourlelyes, and by pardon, to thy enriching 

vour. 


Sarety Abe. Marr'ed people above every Other 1 


ſhonld be flow, thus to involve themſelves, Pal. cxii. 5. 


I Tim. v. 8. Solicitati. m from want is full of artifice. 
Trouble cf mind is inſeparable from raſhneſs, and 2 

often great outward loſs. t of law reſound with. 

ſuch 3 of grievances. Rather give in part, 


tale ny parental word for it, next 7 already ſnar- 
ed with the raſh words of thy eee thou 
3 art taken with the words of thy mouth. Do 
this now, then my + very dear ſon, while there 
= is any hope, and deliver thyſelf, When thou 
8 art come into the hand of thy friend engaged 
for go, humble thyſelf, if it were by praſtra- 
tion to the earth, for Kar of the obligation, 
and make ſure of thy depending friend to pay 
4 off what is due. Give not a /invle hour's ſleep 
to thine eyes, nor-ſlumber to thine eye-lids, 
5 till this be done. Deliver thyſelf quite from the 
net, even as a roe entangled ftrives to get clear 
from the hand of the ha/tening hunter, yea 


| * the 11 of the fowler. 


' FROM VERSE VI. to XII. 
6 U PON _this weighty point in particular, go 


Gen. xvitt. 7 Lſa. bs. 5. H. 


REFLECTIONS. 
than ball for a whole. We ſhould be certain of pal 
ſeſſing more than we engage for. 

3. Suretythip is apt to make people remiſs. We ſhould. 

requeſt our freedom as humbly as another did our engage. 
meni. 

4 Tt is a prime juſtice to know the utmoſt extent of our 
5 own outward eſtate. Deaths and loſſes in trade, may 
render difficulties inextricable, Prov. Xxii. 7. 1 Theſ. 

iv. 12. 


to take care of ourſelves and of our fami ies, 1 Tim. v. 8. 


The afiluent ſhould take leiſure and pains to give good 


N PpROVERBS. Chips. vt 


and as a more weak and fearful bird from 


+ Compare Prov. v. 21. Toh. ii. 12. 1 Sam. xiv. 24. 


G6 Indiſery commended. Prudence and reli gion equally bind | 


VE Chap. VL PROVERBS. 7 39 


the warmth of ſummer,  maketh even avenues 
thither, and then gathereth ſaſt together her 
fore of food in the harveſt time of little grains. 
Thus recollecting may 1 net expotulate, how long 
wilt thou ſleep on 10 miſchief, O infamous flug- 
gard? When wilt thou, fal/ely luxurious, ariſe 


Able, a little ſhamber at leaſ, a little folding 


ſeek the next Hate of eaſe 19 ſleep. So let the ob⸗ 
ſervation of ages aſſure thee, ſhall thy deſerved 
poverty come of a ſudden, as one that travel- 
= leth among the wor/# of robbers, and thy total 
9 want as under the violence of an armed man. 


Fe | '_  -ReyLecTIONS. . 
| counſel, and to ſerve the poor. Poverty, FRET indolence 
or 1iot,.is a great crime, Pfal. cxxxvi. 25. Inſtructions 


„ from the book of nature may be ſignaliy uſeful to de. 


X vout field and garden walks. 

4 Animal inſtincts are orderly and harmonious. Op- 7 
portunity ſhould not be let ſlip. Sluggards are unna- 
tural and cumberſome. The very beſt incomes need to 
be managed with care. Delay brings new difficulties, 


. and leſſens ſtrength, Ch. xxiv. 33, &c.—xxx. 25. Pre- 

E tence to weakne: 8, is s both common and falſe. An TS | 
= of ſleep is criminal, Pal. civ. 21, 23. Prov. . xili. 4+ Sud- 

1 den evils are the moſt ſevere. 


to the ant * If, hn ſluggard, conſider her 
judicious inſti uctive ways, and be made wiſe 
from them. Which having no wifible guide, 
overſeer, or ruler, in her ſmall domains, Pro- 
videth notwith/tanding a place for her meat in 


out of thy fleep amid/# fo much danger? Yet 
ſayeſt thou by practice, a little more ſleep if bo. 


4 


10 


of the hands ſhould nothing better be allowed, to 


2 c. | 


Teach us, O God, in this our day of g ace; and . : 


ö the terms of reconciliation are offered, to underſtand 


re 


40 4 PROVERBS. FE Chap. VF: 
ix FROM VERSE xi. to XVI. eee 
14 naughty di omblng perſon, wo A ch 
3 is ed cruel uncharitable man, walketh with a 
13 froward mouth / /elf-praiſe. He winketh 
among theſe whom he . have io keep ſilence, 
with his eyes, or if nearer. he, for like ends, 
ſpeaketh with his feet, and when out of the 

|  - reach of bath, he teacheth even with his /gning 
14 fingers. T reatherous frowardneſs after ull is 
in his heart, he deviſeth miſchief from thence 
continually, he foweth {eds of great and laft- 
15 ing diſcord among peaceable neighbours. e 


Rerrxcrioxs. | 
the things which belong to our everlaſting peace and 
happinels ; ; and let them not be hid from our eyes. 
12 Malici ns arts. Albertine life leads to erroneous ſen nti- 
ments, for its own defence, chap. iv. 24. Flattering ac- 
commodation to every kind of company, is a hideous diſ- 
temper. Young people thould tremble to oppoſe truth 
even in ſmall matters. F 
13 A baſe heart uſes every member as inſtruments of un- = 
righteouſneſs. . The devices of fraud in particular are 
not to be counted. That character is very ſuſpicious, 
which declines the uſe of plain direct ſpeech. A man of 
uprightneſs ſeeks no good which would hurt that of 
| Pts ai Iſa. lviii. 9, 11. | 
14 Out of the abundance of the dealt we both ſpeak and | 
act. Religion i is a prime mover for 79 0 Se f 
15 The repetition of what proceeds from ſecret Focatts,” 
brings through time to ſure contempt and ruin, Pal. 
vii. 14, &c. Puniſhments become the more dreadful 
When they are leaſt expected. Some naturally ſlothful 
people are expert in miſchievous contrivances, Mic. ii. 1. 
Hof: vii. 6. Irremediable is their miſery, Job xxi. 30. 
Pal. lxxiii. 18, 19. Space and means for repentance | 


may be taken away. 


eyes; and is rarely ſeparated from contention. 
live in a continued lie, to accompliſh: unjuſt ends. Ca- 


Chap. vl. N PROVERBS. "00 
fore having mad: himſelf many enemies, ſhall his 
calamity, at length, come ſuddenly upon bim; 
fuddenly indeed ſhall he be broken 10 Peer | 
without remedy. | 4 


FROM VERSE xvI to xx. 


I N the eye of heaven, all vices are odious ; but 16 
theſe ſix things. doth the Lord hate above _ 
every oiher, yea, when we add ſeven to them, 
they are no leſi than an. abomination unto him. 
A proud contemptuous look, a buſe lying 17 
tongue, and hands that are eaſily brought to 


' ſhed innocent blood. An heart from evil habit 18. 


that deviſeth ruinous wicked imaginations; 
feet that be fwift by frequent uſe, in running 
to all kinds of miſchief; A falſe witneſs that 19 


bc e nn fraudulent lies; and him 


Rrigcrioxs. 
Vices moſt abominable. Sins delighted i in argue an entire 1 65 
averſeneſs to good. 


The ſwollen vaunting pit may be ſeen in ob 1 
uch 


lumny and flattering when found out become abo- 
1 to men, as they ever are to God. Murderers and 

42 hand in. bY Jo. viii. 44. Tha. Iviit T-- Plal. 1 OE 

atth. v. 21, &c. 

9 who thinks with pleaſure upon what i: is oil, is a 18 
daring tranſgreſſor, Jam. i. 13, 14. They who run to 
injure others, are frequently their own greateſt miſchief. 

There is a. peculiarly quick. and "Ria 1 progreſs in 19. 
Hing, Pſal. xxvii. 12. Zech. v. 3, &. Jer. v. To 
pride and envy, the happineſs of others is quite into erable. 8 
To ſeparate clitef friends is a partial murder; and ſome- 
times worſe. Schemes of unnatural diviſion: muſt be. 
TH: laid to render them he As fure as Godt i, 

3 | | 
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20 


- .. of thine heart, and tie them lite a graceful or- 


= PROVERBS. 5 Chap vr. 


that cih bis knowledge ſoweth feeds of diſcord | 
among wnited brethren. | 


FROM VERSE xx. to the END. 


MY gear ſon, let me again entreat thee to 
keep thy afedionate father's commandment, 


and for ſake not the law of thy ns 1% render 
21 


22 


* \ 


20 


21 


22 


mother. Bind them rather we beſeech, and 


even or dain, continually upon the inmoſt tablets 


nament about thy neck. When thou goeſt on 
through the journey of life * it ſhall lead thee 


ae; when thou ſleepeſt, it ſhall /ikew/e keep 
It, oft them, 1 nen and 9 57 1 ee 


_ H. 


| ReyLECTIONS. 
the above ſinners, without deep and 4 folemn ene 
muſt periſh. 
Rettore, O Lord, thy fallen creation ; and help us to 


recover our primitive and original glory, by the renova- 
tion of our natures, and by the reformation of our lives, 


according to the pattern of holineſs in thy Son. 


Dehortation from uncleanneſs. The applicatory part of | 
intended uſeful difcourſe, ng be made very cloſe and 


yet conciliating, See Ch. i. 
Next to Almigbiy God our ls obligations are to 


parents. Even indifferent fathers and mothers wiſh to 


have children better than themſelves, Eph. vi. 1. Con- 
templation of good rules affects the heart, chap. iii. 3. 
Deut. vi. 8.—xi. 18. There is nothing fo excellent and 
even glorious as wien virtue, Prov. iii. 23 24. I Pet. 
iii. 1, &c. 


To lie down wich a good. conſcience is whilet>ma 


preſervative. So is the fleep of honeſt labour and tem- 


perance. In waking hours of the night, devout and mo- | 
ral meditations are delightful, Pal. iv. 4—X!Z. 9. 9. 


2222 Eo eo 


vr. 
ord 


thee; and when 'thaii awakeſt it thall talk 


with thee, for pleaſures and benefits unſpeakable. 
For the commatidment undernood and ponder- 
ed, is a lamp fo aſcertain the road; and the 


law is 'asJight ite; and the reproofs of ſea- 


ſonable inſtruction are the way of accompliſhing. 
a ſure happy life. To keep thee well defended 
from the pe/tive ſnares of the evil immodeit wo- 


Chap. vn.  PROVERBS.! | 45. 


23- 


T3: 


man, from the /eductive flattery of the tongue 


of a ſtrange harlot woman, who cal off ſhame. 
Ohh, luſt not after her meretricious beauty in 
thine heart for a moment : neither /o gaze upon 


her lo5ſes, as io let her take thee. captive with 
what darts from under her eye-lids. For by 
means of ſuch a whoriſh woman, a raſh uns 


adultereſs, who has once begun to walate her faith, 


will eage-iy hunt for ruin to the pure precious | 


life. Cuuld. in een en, as thou art, let me 15 


RzriecTIONSs. 

In doubtful caſes, the word of God is both moſt 8 
ed and uſeful, Plal. Xxx. 4. —Xkxiii. I, &c.—Xix. 7. 

An unchaſte woman is capable of almoſt every thing 
bad. They come to act as /educers. 

Imagination is the ſource of deſire. 

The moſt natural and uſual conſequence of A ſenfual 
life, i is want. Riots muſt be fallen upon to drown con- 
ſcience. Villainous expoſing arts to procure means. 
Eſtate and foul are thus thrown away together. Pre- 
ſume not either upon ſecrecy or reſolution to break off. 

It is againſt nature and experience, Job xxxi. 17: 
Without reſtoring when in our power, there can'be no 
ſincere amendment. Injuſtice, crueity and contempt 


of God, do all meet in the notour adulterer, Lev. xx. 10. 
Mat. iii. 5 Hence | a rotting memory and endleſs ruin. | 


25 


26 


thinking man is brought from affluence frequent. 
ly to a piece of care bread; yea, and the 


27 
23 
24 


27 
Se. 


„ "PROVERBS: ec 
thy hitherto ingenuous ſoul, can a man take fire 


in his boſom, and his clothes at leaßt not be 
28 burnt? Can one go un/bod upon hot coals, 
29 and his feet not in /ike manner be burnt? 80 
he who goeth in with a lewd deſegn; into the 
houſe of his neighbour's wife: whoſoever 7here 
Familiariy toucheth her unſcen by the world, 
ſhall not /ong * be free of trouble as innocent. 


30 One improper dalliance is followed by a worſe ; 
and then think of the danger. Men do not de- 
.  fpiſe with rage a poor thief, if he only ſteal to 


ſatisfy the inſtant preſſing wart of his ſoul, 

i when he is hungry. But if he be found in 
any ſuch act, and cannot evince the lawful motive 
for what is fo ſuſpicious; he ſhall reſtore by 
clear ſtatute, ib the extent of no leſs than+ 1ſeven- 
fold, he ſhall give in that manner frequently all 
32 the valuable ſubſtance of his houte. But 
whoſo committeth adultery with a married 


* Compare Fer. 3 I, Sc. H. f A perſes Fewilbi 


aumber, and to be ręſtridted. 


| RrxLECTIONS. | 

Indignation, from irreparable injury, ſeldom miſſes an 
opportunity of revenge. Unbridled appetites are with- 
out taſte, friendſhip, noble or tender ſentiments. Their 
ſole view is animal pleaſure, which engender the moſt 
fatal calamities, ver. xiv. chap. xxix. 3. R. The righ- 
teous live in perpetual ſun-ſhine as to knowledge. Ex- 
change not many words with ſuſpicious people. | 

| Grant, O Cod, that rightly underſtanding the deſign 
and conſtitution of our nature, we may be convinced that. 
our ſouls have the ſupremacy over our Bodies, and that con- 
ſcience and reaſon, which are aſſiſted and enabled by the 
divine ſpirit, can and ought to overrule, conduct and em- 
ploy the inferior powers. in the exerciſe of virtue in the 
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Chap. VII. PROVERBS: 
woman, lacketh underſtanding | guite: 


he 


that doeth it deſtroyeth in courſe of time, the 


happineſs of his own ſoul. 


wound of character and extreme di honour ſhall 


he get, and his reproach ever after ſhall not 


be wiped away. For marital jealoufy is 


fierceſ/t rage of a nog therefore he Lill not 
He 35 
will not regard / as to accept any offer of ran- 


ſpare in the day of poſſeble vengeance. 


A mo/t certain 33 


the 34 


ſom from 2 penalties of. law, neither will he 
reſt content, hut /purn, though thou giveſt 


him any 2 for obtaining his forgiveneſs. 


| Aer 4 „. „ e 


0 H A P. vl. 
FROM VERSE 1. to vi. 


N unerperienced ſon, keep fat the 1 


A 
M knowledge of my words, and lay up 
my. commandments which proceed from pure 


love and obſervation with thee, to regulate future 


behaviour. 


urge, and live in true delight ; and my parental. 


| Lacketh a heart. 
RI ECTIOxS. 


Ny of o our a. and in the Purſuit of that happi- 


nels we were created for! 

Earneſt parental counſel. 
ſhould meet with double regard. 
bane of youth, Prov. ii. 1.—iv. 


Rules of life are our beſt treaſure and ornament, to 2 
The life. of reaſon 


be brought forth for occaſional uſe: 


is calm and laſting. Mind, the eye of the ſoul, is no leſs 


delicate than that of the body, Matth vi. 22, &c. 
error may have great and laſting effects. 


Keep my commandments, / again 2 


AﬀeRion ant experience 1 
e is the rial 


5 


———— _ 


= ' PROVERBS. | Chap VII. 


3 law, as the zender apple of hike eye. Bind* 
them /o 70 ſpeak upon thy fingers which are 


often ſeen, write them too by frequent meditating, 


4 upon the 4nmo# table of thine heart. Say 


unto the wiſdom of age, thou art my beloved 


ſiſter; and call prudent underſtanding alla, 


5 thy: intimate kinſwoman f. That they may, 


ihrough heavenly grace, keep thee from being 
hurt by the ſtrange /ewd woman; from the 
ſtranger 10 mode/t neceſſary virtue, which flat- 
tereth with her ſmooth "as . eu 8 


words. 
| FROM VERSE VI. to XIV. 
6 FOR, however improbable. it may be thought, 


at the window of my houſe, I looked. 
7 through my] caſement; - And beheld with 


deep concern, a number of firm ple /auntering ones, 
I diſcerned in pariicu/ar among the idle diſſi- 


pated youths, a young man void of under- 
8 ſtanding, by his former vices ||, Paſſing with . 


* See Deut. vi. 8.—xi. 18. 1 See Prov. v. 8 or 


Lattice. H. + See chap. i. 4. —i* 23. 


REFLECTIONS. 
3 We have that upon our finger-ends, which makes us 
dextrous in buſineſs, 1 Cor. xiv. ult. 
4 Agreeable and uſeful familiars are a bigh privileges 
Ruth iii. 2. Prov. ii. 12. 


5 Through natural and judicial progreſs vice Barden. | 
Earneſt teaching is full of argument, and even of repeti- 


tion at times. Senſual frauds are peculiarly hazardous. 


6 Female immodefly guarded againſl. Caſes, feigned to the 


life, may inſtruct no leſs than real. Corrupters of youth 


ſhould be n 8 againſt, C's Xx. 8. "he: 
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careleſmneſe through the ſtreet, near her Fuſpi- 
cious corner, and he went the way cloſe to 
the opened door of her houſe; In the twilight 


after ſunſet he began his career, in the evening 
he thus continued, in the black and dark night 


itfelf. And behold there met him /n a baſe 
woman, with the avowed attire of an harlot, 


and ſubtile of heart, as be was inimical to pure 


virtue. (She i is of truth known ta be loud and 


ſtubborn in that degrading character; 


houſe. Now. is ſhe without ogling her more 
diſteant paramours, now in the narrow. ſtreets, 


10 ſolicit their near approach, and if ſhe finds 
none, even after theſe vile methods, nei in wait 


for ſedudtion at every other corner.) So ſne 
ſhe had been an intimate, 
and even kiſſed him, and with an impudent 


caught him, as though 


looking face ſaid unto him, I have now peace- 
offerings * with me, to appeaſe, ſhould there be 
need for it, the wrath of heaven in full ; 
day have I already in part paid my religious 
vows. Therefore came I forth in /s good or- 
der, no leſs than fortunate lime, to meet thee 
thus far from my houſe, diligently to ſeek thy 
face, with preference to many oihers, and I have 
now, thank God, found thee at laſt. 


her feet 
for any time abide not to hone/t work | in ner: 
12 


this 


] have, be- 


„ 


* 


4 


12 


16 


tween ourſelver, decked my bed with new co- 


Wa. To which it was uſual to invite friends * 


1 


— rarely attend where they might be convicted, if not 


refor med. To ſuffer one bad family, may be the ruin 
of thouſands. 


Youth, from want of experience, is much 


— 


PROVERBS. Chap. VII. 


verings of admirable tapeſtry, with beauti/ul 
carved work, about theſe to lie upon, and with 
17 fine wrought linen of Egypt. Ihave befides per. 
fumed my bed with compoſts of myrrh, aloes 
18 and cinnamon. Come let us take our fill of 
© wnmoleſted love, until the morning, let us ſo. 
lace ourſelves with ſuch feweet careſſing loves. 
19 For you muſt know, what we call the good man 
of the family is not at home to ſurpriſe us; nor 
will be indeed, becauſe he is gone a long jours- 
20 ney 10 provide neceſſaries.. He hath taken a 
large bag of money with him for rraffic, and 
will come home at the new-moon day, accord. 
21 ing to time appointed by him. Thus with her 
much fair ſpeech ſhe cauſed him to yield; 
with the falſe flattering blandiſhments of her 
22 lips, ſhe as it were forced him. He goeth 
after her ſtraightway, like one dead to every 
thing ingenuous, juſt as an igncrant ox goeth to 
the ſlaughter houſe, or ruſheth on to puniſhment 


as a mad intoxicated * fool to the correction of 


23 the ſtocks. Till with the return of day, and 
| * Compare Iſa. iii. 16, 18.— ii. 15. 6 


SE I 


in a nb Idleneſs i is a great inlet to debauchery. One 


act of intemperance, is ſure to bring on a worſe, Deut. 


xxi. 20. Hol: iv. 4, 16. Ex. xviii 26. 1 Sam. ii. 22. 


22 Where ſchools of wiſdom are, folly is the more unjuſti- 
fable, 2 Tim. ii. 22. Hoſ. v. 2. How many. ſhun the 
eyes of men, who are fearleſs to be ſeen of God ! Ch. i. 28. 
Female immodeſty is thocking, chap. v. 3. Some in 

effect do aicribe their guilt to Gd, 1 Sam. Xxiii. 7. 
Tech. xi. 5. Seducers apply themſelves to every r 
ſenſe. Luſt is inſatiable. | 


VII. 


i ſul 
with 
per. 
Joes 
11 of 
O. 
ves. 
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conviction together, a dart ſtrike through his 


liver, to the utter ruin of both foul and peace : 
as a bird of ns under/tanding haſteth to the 
zwler's ſnare, and knoweth not that it is 


there placed for his life. 


FROM VERSE XXIV. to the END. 


HE ARKEN unto me now therefore with 
anxious care, O ye who are ingenuous children, 


and attend ever more to the words of my mouth. 
Let not thine heart, even for once, decline to 
her evil ways; go not aftray in her deadly 
paths. 


utterly flain by her. 
f9//rble way to the ſepulchre of hell, going 
moreover, to the chambers of erna Os. 


ReeLEci10Nns.. 

Advice to - youth. The more hazards Ns wand to 
run, the more cautious and adviſeable they ought'to 
be, Prov. i. 5. Deut. xxxii. 2. Check the firſt motions 
and inlets to evil, 1 Cor. vi. 18. Loſs of reputation, 


eſtate and health, follow the loſs of freedom and com- 


fort. 

Senſual crimes are ks certified of ooh de- 
ſtruction, 2 Pet. ii. ro 12, c. 1 e t vi. 9. _ vi. 
6 7. c 
Suffer us Rot; 0 good God, to imagine ourſelves a 
any neceſſity of following the impreſſions of /en;7, and 
the. violences of paſſion againſt our regſon; and of being 
hurried by them into the exorbitances of intemperance, 


injuſtice and profaneneſs, to the ee of oo and 


our own utter ruin ! 


F 


For be aſſured the hath caſt down 
many under a diſmal wounded /tate; yea, many 
ſtrong men, as to natural con{titution, have been 
Her houſe is the directen 
down 


hy 


1 


44 


Wc. 


27, 
Se. 


moſt concerns the bulk of mankind is plain. Vehemence | 


4, 5, 6 
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CHAP; VIII. 
' FROM VERSE I. to the END. 
ONE can be ignorant, unleſs they are wilſully 
Jo of what concerns them ; for doth not 
religious and moral wiſdom cry in ſome ſort? 


yea, and doth not the beſi of all underſtanding at 
times earne/tly put forth her voice for attention ? 


She ſtandeth up 10 be heard in the top of high 


places in government, by the way-fide ioo, and 
in the places of the mg? frequented paths. 
She crieth audibiy and often at the court-gates, 
at the entry of the /arge city, at the very 


coming in at the doors, Unto you, in ect 
are her words, O men of rank | call, and wy 


voice 4% is to the /oweft ſons of men. O ye 


imprudent ſimple, then underſtand the ſeveral 


neceſſary branches of wiſdom ; and ye next to 


fools, be ye likewiſe of an underſtanding. 


heart. Hear with ſolicitude and obedience, tor J 
will ſpeak of excellent things; and the open- 


REeFLECTIONS. 


T he nature of wiſdom and its - n Later 
will obſtruct benefit from the very beſt means. What 


is needful at times, to awake the careleſs. 


Authority is proper to truth. God will require an 1 


count of all our opportunities and other advantages. 
The immutable eternal differences of good and evil, 
are felt at firſt by every one. Courts of judicature 
3 be guided by theſe, and concourſe for traffic. 
All ranks are intereſted in the rule of life. The 
perfection of man is to be aſſimilated to Almighty God. 


knowledge. 
ſtruction then, and not with the muititude be 
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ing of my lips 100 ſhall be / right things, and 


profitable. 
har dictates of truth; and the wickedneſs op- 


poſed to that, is an abomination to my lips. 


For my mouth tall ſpeak zhe 7 


All the words of my mouth are in fupport of 8 
divine righteouſneſs, there is nothing ht 


may be deemed with-juſtice deceiiful, fi oward-or 
conducive to a perverſe courſe of life in them. 


They are all plain befides to him that under- 


ſtandeth how- to employ his reaſon. and right in 
their conſequences, to them that find ot Such 
Receive my obvious neceſſary in- 


more eager to obtain ſilver: and value know- 
ledge for good practice rather than choice „ine 


gold. For ſuch wifdom is even better than 
precious rubies; and all things 
may be deſired of highe/t . are not once to 


be compared to it. 1 wiſdom dwell invaria- 


bly with uſeful prudence, and find out know- 
ledge of the mot witty * inventions, for avoid- 


fo 5 The Planning rather of good defigns, Fer. XXX. 24. H. 


REFLECTIONS. 


5 Religion promiſes nothing falſely ; whereas, vice 1 7 
ters and deceives. | 
The divine will is not arbitrary, and far leſs tyrannical. 8 
| Up 9 
rightneſs clears the mind, Rom. ii. 14, 15. Jo. vii. 17. 

Proportion diligence to the worth of things, Prov. iii. 15. 
| Immaterial beauties, are preferable to all that can be 10 
1 | 

Amidſt 8 and difficulties, prudence and foreſight | 11 
| are 1 Fror. xxviii. 14. 


The beſt things unuſed cannot be profitable. 


1 


in ſbort that 


10 


11 


12 


12 


52 PROVERBS. Cap. VIII. 


13 ing ſnares of ruinous guilt. The fear of the 
Lord which is my chief principle, is to hate every 
kind of evil ; above them all, pride in the heart, 
and arrogancy of ſpeech or acting, and the cruel 

evil way, and the deceitful froward mouth do 

14 1 hate. Counſel ½ % is mine 10 give, and 

{ound virtuous wiſdom; Jam underſtanding 
from above, J have ſtrength 70 carry thither. 
is By me kings of the greate/t eminence do reign, 
and princes employed by them decree juſtice. 
16 By me 7hygſe princes rule with honour and tuſe- 
Julneſs, and nobles 0% und:r each, even all the 
17 judges of the earth. I love them al! with 
truth that love me, and thoſe that ſeek me 
early, after a diligent manner, ſhall for certain 
is find me. Riches and honour are with me; 
yea, durable riches and the praceable works of 


19 righteouſneſs. My fruit of that ſort is better 


. . than gold for uſe, yea, than fine wnalloyed gold; 


| REFLECTIONS, 
13 The beſt rules are both eaſieſt acquired and kept in re- 
membrance. There can be no regular goodneſs without 
piety, chap. i. 7.—ix. 10. Difdain of others and boaſt · 


7% « 
- * 

* - 

wy 


ing, are inſeparable from pride, Matth. vu. 5. | 
14 An honeſt open temper, qualifies both to Ye and 
receive counſel. Schemes of policy are often ill laid, and 
therefore precarious ; whereas ſaund wiſdom will ſtand 
——_ 5 85 8 
15 The. /ocial compadt is ſecured by good /azvy and execution, 
JJ 8 F 
17 The weakeſt may be made to underſtand what is ofen- 
' tial, Pal. xix. 7. LZarly piety is moſt profitable. 7 
principles are worſe than none. | Ny 
18 "Thoſe who are eminent are honoured. by imitation. God- 


19 /ineſs with contentment is great gain, and durable, Prov. 
Wi, 14. XX. 15. | | 
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and my revenue of courſe than choice poliſhed 


I lead in the ſure way of righteouſ- 
neſs, ſo obtain them; in the midſt of the paths 
of clear judgement. | That I may cauſe thoſe 
that /encerely love me, to inherit ſubſtance 

which the molt 
and I will fill, y their fore with my honeft trea- 
ſures. The Lord Jehovah poſſeſſed me in the 
beginning of his creative way, before his 
works of old. | was ſet up in himſelf from 
everlaſtiag, from the beginning of lime, or 
ever the earth was inhabited. When there 
were no depths to conidin living creatures, or 


ſilver. 


winged fowl, 1 was brought forth, to give each 


20 


21 


Nanderous dares not challenge: 


22 
23 
24 


of them their exiſlencc; when there were no 


tountains, abounding with water for currents 


any kind Before the mountains which yield 
theſe were ſettled: before the . hills 40/0 


KI CTIONS: 


5 


Men cannot be MEA” who are led by 1 ſhm, and do 20, 


oſteneſt proſper. 
and equal peace, is compatible with temporal ſuffering. 
The miſer ſtarves amidſt his hoards. The prodigal ſoon 
reduces himſelf. - Goods of the mind cannot be pilfered. 
Wiſdom was the ſpring of action in the deity, and is 


A ſettlement of the ſoul. upon true 21 


— 


22 


everlaſting. By her rules, men do partake of the divine 


nature and happineſs, Prov. iii. 19, 20. Under knowledge, 
prompted by love, it pleaſed the Aimighty: to create. Plans 
of zoodneſs projected by the: charitable are joyous. 

The <vi/dom of God has and ſtill continues to act with 
eee Gen. i. 2, &c. How bliſsful ! The moſt common 
ſupplies of nature are the moſt reguiſite. Particulars beau- 


_ tify deſcription, and are much to the taſte of a pious /oul. 


Great objet both amaze and deli Fr. Mount zins 

are the immoveable cleanſers and repoſitories of /prings. 

They make a. * variety to well turned minds. An 
| | 13 


23 


257 


Sc. 
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26 


28 
29 


30 


was I brought forth. While as yet he had 


not made the earth, 1% form them of, nor the 


open exten/ive fields“, nor the higheſt vi/eble 


prepared the heavens, / replete ich uſeful 
beauties, l was there: when he fet what m 


ſeem like à compals for exatine/s upon the face 


of the depth, 10 hem it cliſe in. When he 
eſtabliſhed the clouds above from thence : 


- when he ſtrengthened the amazing fountains 


of the deep: When he gave to the /ofty ſea- 
billows his decree, that the waters at no time 
ſhould paſs his commandment : when he ap- 
pointed the hidden foundations of the earth, 
to ſupply theſe. Then was | by him, even as 
one brought up with him; and I was daily 
his delight, rejoicing always before him in 


According to ſome, all that furroundeth it; the moon, ſun, 


planets, heavens, compare Ezek. xl. 5. Gen. vi. 14. H. 
- REFLECTIONS. | 
atom of duft is not beneath divine notice. The heavens ex- 
hibit a ſcene of wonder, even to rapture. The more we 
are ſtudious, the more they affect. God adapts every 
thing with infinite preciſion. The balancings of the 
clouds are his; till being collected thick, they become 
heavy for ſhowers of vegetating wealth. How wiſely is 
the vaſt ocean appropriated to be the cauſe of theſe, and 
mean of univerſal commerce ! God's ways in it are ſeen 
with aſtoniſhment. The moſt miliur ſhould be the 
moſt devout. Be ſerenely prous and nothing will alarm. 
Almighty God muſt be above his own natural laws. Till 
the earth was completely provided, there was no anal 


inbabitant, la. xl. 12, &c. Divine attributes are ſometimes 


beautifully perſonified. An atteytive obſervation of the 


d of God 18 a chief duty, and ought to be a chief delight. 


ii/dom is a leading divine attribute, Ch. vii. 4. Lam. iv. 5. 


27 part of the duſt of the world. When he 


% eG AL ⅛ di3]b oe on ao months ]. .. 0G 
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deſigns of manifold uſeful variety; Rejoicing 3s 
mo/t particularly in the habitable parts of 
his earth, and 7he chief of my delights were 


Chap | vir. 


with the devout attentive ſons of men. 
Now therefore hearken unto me, by way of 32 
grateful return, O ye children of intelligence, for 
bleffed are they above all others that Indio and 
keep my ways. Hear inſtruction kindly offer- 33 
ed for fo good a purpoſe, and be truly wile, and 
refuſe it not upon any account. Bleſſed is the 34 
man that heareth me with attention and perſe- 
vefance, watching daily at my gates, waiting 

ad miſſion at the poſts of my doors. For 35 
whoſo through care and diligence, findeth me, 
findeth the beſt enjoyment. of life; and ſhall 
obtain ſpecial favour of the Lord. But he 36 
on the other hand, that ſinneth againſt me, 
from culpable igno· ance, wrongeth 4he peace of 
his own ſoul ; and all they that by progreſ/rve 
MY, come in the end to hate er act as 


1 ED 
Man was its principal e upon nk Pſal. 31 
viii. 5, &c. Gen. i. 26, 31. 
The precepts of heaven are fruits of pureſt tender he. 32 
All creatures under man obſerve divine order; and by 
their axample inſtruct. The curious hearken with Os; 


Mal. $0. 


To hear vhethently is true Ane 1 baun xv. 22. 33 
Faithful rebukes are kind, Pſal. cxli. 3, 4. 

Seek occaſtons to be inſtructed, Pfal. i 2, Dos Hear 34 
without prejudice, Pſal. xxv. 9. The amore one ſue- 
ceeds, the more deſirous they ſhould be. 


I be natural tendency of religious virtue, is to promote 375 


both pleaſure and profit, Pla XIxkiv. I Bs ber. . belt 36 
faculties . 
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though 6s were in Mm. un natural love n 1 


death: | = EF 
e W 27 
ene rann 6 70 

C H A P. IX. 2. 

od 

FROM VERSE I. to XIII. | h 


'H FS is the more inexcufable, that fuprenie P! 
wiſdom hath generonſly * builded her Ife 
lendid houſe ; ſhe hath hewn out her ſeven 2 

2 pillars with equal fuſt talte and /trength. She | © 
hath even, as one on her marriage day, killed her . 
fulliſed beaſts, ſhe hath mingled her be# wine; 
the hath alfo every other way furniſhed out her It 

3 table. She hath ſent forth her regularly at- le 
tending maidens, o warn the willing gueſts; the be 
crieth, by their means, upon the higheſt places Þ 2: 

4 of the whole taronged city. And her affectionate / 


* Compare Feel. xiv. 15, Cc. Seven was a perfect . 
number among the you: on 
REFLECTIONS: | i 


- Wiſdom provides and invites. Parables all not be ye 
" Grand to a moral ſenſe in every part of them. A ſin- 
-cere mind eaſily obtains. good Enowledge and pradiice 
through promiſed divine aide. Architectural order is 
particularly pleaſant. Freedom and eaſe are the reſults . 
of wiſdom. an 
2 Supports are eſſential to the ſoul, like meat for s 4 wi 
body. They diffuſe ſocial endearing cheerfulneſs allo, | 
Ifa. lv. 1, &c. pe: 
3 Thoſe who heartily love wt iſdom, are affectionately y 
met by her. She ſpeaks by conſcience, n niſ 
ſcriptures, and the miniſtry of the word. 1 
4 All are welcome to ezabrace religion. bop 


vith 
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words are, whoſo is inclined, be 1 of the 
mo/t ſimple poor, let him turn in hither for 
profitable entertainment; as for him that, owing 
to few years and means, wanteth underſtand- 
ing, ſhe faith to him, Come, and delay not 5 
any longer, to eat of my ſpiritual bread, and 
drink of the ſimilar ſpiritual wine which I 
have mingled, of purpoſe to refreſh, as well as 

reſerve. Forſake hereafter the careleſs wicked 6 
fooliſh, and live pon my wſeful inſtructions; 
and go in the way of underſtanding, without 

a fingle known departure. He that reproveth 7 
a pr ofligate ſcorner, I am aware, getteth to 
himſelf he ſhame of negled, if not inſult ; and 
he that rehuketh a wicked man, getteth him- 
ſelf a blot at lca/t. Whence my prime advice would 8 
be, to every young ingenuous convert. reprove not 
a ſcorner of the above deſcription, leſt be hate thee 
h as to make thee. waver ; but rebuke, when 
judgement and experience may have ſome proper 
claim, a wile man in the main, and he will not 
only reform, but love thee. Give after inſtruc- 9g 
tion to a wiſe man of that fort, and he will be 
27 WIRE} tezch a quit man ro the rules of pious 


Rxriscrions. 

What is merely ſenſitive can never ſatisfy, A 8. 
The firſt maxim of wiſcClom, is to avoid evil manners 
and company. Our peace and comfort muſt increaſe 
with reli 1g10us experience. | 

There is always Hope till ſcoring takes 1 from re- 7 
peated grois ſins, Matth. vii 6. | 

Suſpicion of being ill treated will not vindicate mi- 8 
niſterial cowardice. | 


nr 


They who feel ee and log the 59 VER give great 9 
 bopes, Pial. cxli. 4» 5. Others ſhould tremble. 
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friendſhip, and he will be ſure to increaſe in 

10 learning. The fear of the ſevereign Lord in. 

deed, under which both of them act, is the certain 

- beginning of wiſdom: and the knowledge 

of the holy one improved, is the beſt of all 

11 undeſtanding. For by me who Arengtheneth 

this divine principle, thy days of virtuous peace 

ſhall be multiplied ; and the /;ke years of thy 

r2 life ſhall be increaſed. If in the manner now 

propoſed thou be wiſe, thou ſhalt be wiſe for 

— thyſelf; but if thou, as too many others, 

: diſregarde/t, and then ſcorneſt t. thou alone 
Ie bear the ſevere puniſhment of it. 


FROM VERSE XIII. to the END. 


13 AND becauſe youthful lufts do often tempt 15 


Or. holy thinge. H. + Ons who laughs at religion, 
morality and good manners, Phal. læxxuiii. 15, 16. 


RErIscrioxs. 

10 Fear God but dread not, as the ſureſt varies bon 
fin, Job xxviii. 28. 

11 The good live not according to humour but order. 2 
piour men are both unſocial and unnatural. A ſcorner 
is but affectedly brave, Prov. vi. 16. Ignorance of re- 
ligion i is the parent of all vice. 

We glorify thy name, 0 righteous Creator, who haſt 
exalted us men to ſuch an eminent degree of being, as 
to make us, a little lower than the 5 the inhabitants 
of 1 and conſtant attendants upon the throne of 


| Loop An 33 woman. Direct application is che lie of 


4 
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impious ridicule, ' remember that a foohiſh » im- 
mode? woman is inceſſantly clamorous for a pa- 


tient hearing; ſhe is ſimple however, as to what 
is good *, and knoweth nothing proper. Hence, 
for ſhe ſhameleſs!y + ſitteth at the door of her 
houſe, on a conſpicuous ſeat in the high public 

laces of the city. To call ranger paſſengers 


aide. who elſe would go right on their ways, 
And her whole harlot manner ſcems to ſay, who- 


ſo of you is fimple, as to city cuitoms, let him 


turn in hither ; and as for him that wanteth 


underſtanding upon theſe ſubjedts, ſhe ſaith 
alſo to him, Stolen waters are ſweet, and 
bread, if /carce, eaten in ſecret is doubly plea- 


* She hath no ſenſe of decency. H. + What a contraſt 
to ver. I, Sc. Compare Deut. xvii. 18. Ex. xi. 5. H. | 


REFLECTIONS. 


doctrine. Hardened female ſinners ſeek: out others for 


their ruin, compare Job xxix. 6. Hence early baſhful 
years are much in danger. Safety for moſt part de- 
ꝓends upon a brave immediate flight. Viſible want of 
ſhame ought to alarm, ſee chap. vii. 11, &c. Idle 


ſaunterers are eaſieſt caught. _ | 
Profanity and impudence are cloſe conjoined. A 
ſhew of argument miſleads the unthinking. The fen/ual 
liſe leaves neither time nor heart, for what is great, Rom. 
vii. 5, &c. Diſcovery is to them terrible. How much 


infant blood have ſuch to anſwer for? How many more 
deſtroyed ſouls ? Eph. v. 5; 6. Abſence and time inſenſi- 


bly weaken hurtful attachments. R. 


In the uſe of ſuch means, as thou infinitely wiſe and 


good hath deſigned, and thy divine authority hath eſta- 
bliſhed, we open our ſouls to receive theſe impreſſions 


from thee our God, of conviction and ſatisfaction to our 
minds, which are ſo much divine ſufficiency and power, 
enabling us through grace to reform our lives, and to re. 
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18 fant. | She thus wells her words, for more ec. 
tual ſeduction; but he, poor infatuated youth, 
knoweth not that the dead 9 every thing / 
true permament happineſs are there: and that 


her frequenting N are in near approach to 
one! e depths of hell. 


| | . RR 
fine our ſpirits; ; to recover the rectitude of our natures, 
and to invigorate that principle of rational life, by which 
we ſhall * * as dear children. 
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HE Proverbs of Solomon *. A wife a 40. L 
I. ig ſon maketh a glad father; but a 
fooliſh ſon in his ee is the mY beavi- | 
neſs. of his mother, = 


Fial duty. They who are . educated ought 
to reward parental diligence, by proportionable increaſe 
of wiſdom, and good works. Their honour and uſeful- 
neſs is unſpeakable. No perſonal boſs is equal to diſap- 
pointment from a bad child. Maternal grief is enhanced 
by ftrength of former love, and affection: for her au. 


Treaſures of wickedneſs profit nothing in 
the end; but wealth by righteouſneſs gell 


vereth from premature death. 


Riches when valuable. How many ſpeak to > thate chil. 
dren, as though money could anſwer all things? Eecl. xi. 
13. Mic. vi. 14, 15. By means of unlawful purchaſes, _ 
cometh loſs of credit, peace and happineſs, for both 
worlds, Luke xvi. 19, &c. Pſal. xlix. 16, &c. Eguitable 
righteouſneſs i iy og a mixture of mercy. It is fulficient 
to ground a Prouerb, that it holds 1 in cpMmmeny Pfal. 


XXV. 25. Matth. v. 7. 
*Parablet, appoſite fimilitudes. Here thoſe of dale; 


NW rifly ſpeaking, commence; and therefore are rarely ro be dif- - 


tinguiſhed by paragraphs. 'T he antithe e, or tavo TT be a 
Proverb, /erve beft to explain each other, 
G 
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The Lord will not uſually ſuffer the ſoul * 
of the compaſſionating righteous to famiſh, from 


lack of necefſaries ; but much more frequently he 


caſteth away + the 1// acquired ſubſtance of 


Is 


the perfidious wicked. 


Beneficence profitable. Temporal rewards under the 
law were engaged for by covenant ; beſides being a na- 
tive fruit of ſober, religious virtue, Pal. xxxiv. 9, &c. 
How often do large eſtates come to nothing? And 
how little /olid contentment do they yield ? 1 Tim. vi. 8. 


He yon becometh poor, that dealeth with 


a flack prodigal hand || ; but the hand of the 


upright diligent maketh proportionably rich. 


© Diligence and prodigality. The rictous conſume their 
poſſeſſions faſt. Sudden judgements, likewiſe, are ſeen: 


to overtake them. An uſeful employment is a /afe in- 


heritance. It directs when to open the hand, and when 
to but it. Sudden elevations are not eaſily kept up. 


The active ſoul muſt be employed one way or other. 
Sloth leads to dangerous evil methods of gain; whereas, 
wealth, acquired by degrees, is generally ſure and laſting. 


He that hone/2ly gathereth in ſummer f /2a- 
ſon, is a wiſe doing ſon; but he that fleepeth 8 


even in buſy harveſt with others, is a ſon, that, 
under juſt poverty, cauſeth ſhame extenſive and 


Induſtry and floth. There is a time for every thing, 
which ought to be laid hold of. Loft opportunities can- 


not be brought back. Waſte not the experience of 


** Or life. + Or vill overthrow the wicked for their 
riches. || Some, the hand of fraud, Job xxvii. 4. P/al. 
xi. 2. 2 Kings ix. 3. H. Þ Put for fit ſeaſons in gene- 
ral, $ Put for indolence. TS 


Chap. X. 7 PROVERBS. 63 


want and pain, for inſtruction Take advice from 
known tender love. Uſe honeſt gains with moderation 
and cheerfulneſs. Vouth is the proper e time 
for future life. 


Manifold ok __ bleſſiogs are 70. be thin 8 


upon the head * of the beneficent juſt, but the 


marks of violence, with in x dais eee. co- 
vereth the f mouth of the wicked. 


Juſtice and violence. Temporal good wages to virtue are 
frequent, and ſpiritual ones certain. Bleſſings poured 
from above ought to diffuſe themſelves. Rifing upon 
the hurt of others is ever liable to diſcovery and puniſh. 
ment, Gen. xlix. 25, 26. | 


The memory of the 3 158. Ip 7 
after death, is bleſſed by multitudes ; but the 
name of the wicked from neglect ſhall rot 128 9 70 


Reputation. 8 a good fame, as one end of life, 
though not the chief, Rom. xiv. 18. Phil. iv. 8. To 
be thus approved of the wiſe is true praiſe, and cheerfully - 
paid. Worthy examples ought to live as long as poſſi- 
ble, in the breaſts of obliged perſons. Death unmaſks 
human characters. Even innocent relations may ſuffer 
from rotting memories. Splendid. monuments do but re- 


call their baſeneſs. 


The wiſe in heart will receive uſeful com- 


mandments fer beth worlds; but a mere prat- 


ing fool, with the little he has ſhall fall in time 


under complete ruin. 


8 of the tongue. Our firſt point of ev; i/dom i is 
to know and feel the various leſſons of religious virtue. 
Such will ever grow ſpiritually. 3 would uſurp 


* Put for the whole man. + Or face. H. 
N G2 | 


wil 


„% PROVERBS. | Chap, X. 
- the whole of converſation 5 and uſually from innocent to- 


pics, to provoking ruinous ones, Matth. vii. 1, 2. Mo- 
deſt worth is flow to ſpeak, ſwift to hear, Jam. i. 19. 


'0 He that walketh in the courſe of his life up- 
. rightly, walketh ſurely 70 both honour and hap- 
pineſs; but he that of deſign e bis 
ways of behaviour, _ 17 70 8 be Known to 

_ miſerable diſgrace.” | 8 


Uprightnefs beneficial. Sincere words and practice en- 
ſure credit; whereas, the lying tongue is but for a mo- 
ment. Who would not deal with an. eſtabliſhed honeſt 
man? Good characters ſhine by claſe inquiſition. 
Troubles in the road of virtue, prove beneficial. Ged 
and conſcience are againſt the ferverter. 


10 Even he that proudly winketh with KY eye 
ts deceive, caufeth 70 himſelf much ſorrow in the 
end; but a - perpetual prating fool, for conniu- 
ing purpoſes, thall fall, through time AYES total 
ruin. 


Dereir and evil ſpeaking. Miſthievons arts are various; 
and the lefs eaſy they are to diſcern, their hazard is 


greater. Signs of cunning ſhould put people upon their 


Svard. Hypoeriſy and raſhneſs tend to great hurt. 


11 The mouth of a benevolent righteous man 
is like a ſalubrious well of life, for inuigorating; 
but the love of violence covereth * the mouth 


of the wicked from uſe eful diſcourſe, and ſpall , 


his own for ever. 


Converſation. Soil 1 3 to be . 9 


fweetened, as by water - ſprings. The man of pious love 


ſtudies to pleaſe, that he may edify. Oaths and Handert 
5 * * Some, lurketh in the mouth. E. | 


0 
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fig 
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| Chap. X. 


are his abhorrence. We 0 b Wann artleſs 
ſigns what we ſtrongly feel. K. ” 


Haired from any cauſe whatever, ticreth up 
vexatious ſtrifes; but pure genuine love co- 
vereth to the ulmgſt all ſins 5 — while it 
feeks to amend them. 


| Lowe and hatred: Good ee is a 1 ſa- 
tisfaction. Malice can never want pretexts for ſpeaking 


| PROVERBS. i | & 


12 


and doing evil. It ſees and magnifies the ſmalleſt eſcapes; 


dwells on them, and produces much miſery. A com- 

mon foe of this ſort ought to be run down, and fre- 
quently is fo. Generous love is captivating, 1 Cor. xiii. 
4, &c. Even her rebukes are ſweet, Plal. exli. 4. 5- 


In the lips of him that hath good the: 


ſtanding, /o/i& wiſdom is found: but a rod 


13 


is ſought for as it were, io ſcourge the back of 
him that is void of I _ * 


conduct. 


Pradtical knowledge. Speeches, gracious and beneficial, 
flow from a piouſly enlightened mind- Some diſcourſe 
only that they may appear learned, and call for con- 
tempt. One diſcreet practical principle i is of more uſe 
than his whole ſtore. Wile. ſentences contain often 
much in few words, and give the high pleaſure of ee 
vering what was as unexprelled. 3 | 


Wiſe men lay up knowled ge, for uſe ant 4 


ſafety ; but the mouth of the Zoolih wicked 


doer, with all his boaſt, is ever near 10 detlruc- 
tion. 


Uk ful SR Pious 3 moral 3 ould be 
kept in mind, often and carefully pondered. Few have 


ingenuity to retract unadviſed words. N advanced 
age, W We ripen. R.  W; 825 men are 


M$ * 


I 


1 985 As the 3 VR the rich 1 man's PERS © 


is tho often his flrong fortified city ; and the 
deſtruction of the weak F is nat wnjeldsm 
their Pitiable poverty. 


iber powerful. Wealth alone is able to 3 88 


friends, Pfal. xii. f. n and n frequently 8⁰ 
together, Eccl. in. 13. 

ruſtrate, O Lord, the 8 and break the 
power of thoſe who uſurp upon the reaſon, and con- 
ſcienees of men; and who by SED violence oppreſs 5 
enſla ve them in body and ſoul. 


16 The labour of the righteous, in ll FAR 0 
ten deth pererally to an * bappy lite; but the 
fruit of. the wicked fraudulent purchaſer 1 ta 


w:#ul penalties from his ſin. MY 


Tuduftry. Riches and happinefs are not eſſentially eon- 
nected. N good man limits his deſires to what is need- 
ful ; and ſeldom fails of ſucceſs. In the midſt of plenty, 
lome may be in age Jam. iv. 3. There is no end 1 

avaricious amafl 


17 He is therefore, in the fare way of life, 


that keepeth c/o/e to wiſe inſtruction; but he 
that ſcornfully refuſeth even neceſſary reproof 
from thence, both erreth 8 VIE 
\ other people to err. N 


Happineſs. The beſt and moſt uſeful 8 lay 9 5 
felves in the way of being inſtructed. Serious regard is 
due to the judgement of proven affectionate friends. 

Dangerous wandering flows from vilful n 
Prov. ni 


14 Suftenaner, Prov. xi. 27 


6 PROVERBS) Chap. X. 


_ cautious. not to ſay toad much at once; whereas the 
1 involve e re xiii. 12. Pſal. a 


8 


Chaps" X. PROVERBS. 


Father of lights, let thoſe who are miniſters er Nh, 
effectually recommend it to the hearts of men, by 

the wiſdom of their diſcourſes, and by the holineſs of 
their lives, ſo promoting preſens 1 and che eternal 
ſalvation of men. | 


He that hideth . in 4 caſe, with 1 
ing lips of fair promiſe ; and he that uttereth 
a flander out of like vafe e is 2 i dio, 


fool. 


b FOR i. Di 3 00 and adap 
ing meet often in the ſame character. They appear fa- 


miliar, to pick out grounds for accuſation If it be de- 


cent to ſeem pleaſed; how much more to be really ſo? 
1 Pet. iii. 8, &c. Brotherly N ſhould be EC 1 
Lev. xix. 17. 2 Sam. xiii. 5. 4 


In the multitude of ene 10 / Boui A 
preparative thoughts, there wanteth not 
cruel fin; but he that refraineth his lips ies 


Self. 


Mia to be eee Fo eover wales and to - 
failings are common; crimes of thoſe who ſpeak much. 
Ft is encroachment upon the rights of others to diſeourſe. 


24A be 7 


67 


too much bat, is wile to a great degree * hin 


18 


19 


Tranſgreſſions of the tongue, are eaſy, variout, and en- 


e of eharacter, Eph. iv. 29. 


The tongue of the benevolent juft is 
Ehn, as choice refined filver ; but the heart 
of the wicked ever diclatet what is“ TO 
worth. | 


Speech when PF ful. It is fmectly. captivating, 4 a 
chief dittinetion or glory of man. The more good 


* $7 ir like drofe. . 


8 


BR 20 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
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ound beneficial knowledge ; but 


22 


23 
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enriched thereby. Food of " lie is moſt to be de- 


fired. 


The well guided lips of the compaſſionating 
righreous feed many hungering ſouls after 
ools of mad 
diſſipation around them, die under greatly aggra- 
vated guilt, for want of ſuch widom. 


Pity inſtructs. 
with Nauſible words only. 
eſt delight of a kind heart, Prov. xxvii. 9. Obſtinacy 

in vice is loſt even amidſt the beſt opportunities. Fit 
means for eſtabliſhing habits of virtue, are converſe with 


| God, in whom is the perfection of goodneſs ; and CON- 


verſe with men, in whom is the image of Ba 


The clear promiſed- bleſſing of the Lord 7 


wpright endeavours, it maketh eminently rich 


for both worlds, and he addeth no Ne of ſor- 
row with it. 


Favour of God. Without God, ſucceſs even from the 
beſt means is not to be depended upon. They both 
enjoy and ſuffer with the greateſt advantage, who take 
the Almighty with them. Every kind of fraud, or 
violence, excludes the divine bleſſing. 


As we have that in our conſtitution and make, O Abd | 


which 1s proper ard peculiar to man ; ſo may we ſeek 
our final enjoyment from thoſe things which are the moſt 


proper and worthy. objects of our faculties! Enable us 
to maintain our diſtinction, and to glorify our God; ſo 


ſhalt we have the earneſt of our future happineſs, in our 
preparation for it; and at laſt attain the complete and 
higheſt degree of it, in thy preſence, and communion for 
ever? 


It is a ſport to a . FEY to do miſ- 


chief; but a man of rea / underſtanding hath, 


Chap. X . X. 


' words are * the more is the "INN himſelf. 


They who are judicious, ſoon give up. 
To aſſiſt others is the high- 


Chap. Xx. PROVERBS.. _ 


as his Pleaſure, the wiſdom 2 ine ae. 62 


lion. 


Sport tis regulated. 1 mpiety and beste) are che 
grand forts of criminal wit. There is nothing ſo well 
adapted to reaſon as true belief, and morals, Jude 14. 
The leaſt known ſin ſhould affect us with Sy of ſorrow. 
Let never the wicked exceed the  $aod 1 in zeal 


The ju/# fear of the wicked, in ſer . 
hours, mal come upon him for certain; but 
the deſire of the righteous, from clear divine 
prom ier, ſhall no leſs certainly be granted. 


Hope and fear. The warſt of people cannot help re- 


flecting at times. Even ſuſpicions of future miſery are 
farce to be borne. Anguiſni after merriment becomes 
intolerable. Every deſire founded in reaſon, fhall be 


granted. . 

Ft it us, Oli ou One Lawgiver, Sauiour Fob: Fudge, to.be ever 
with thee, and in the moſt humble proſtrations and rap- 
turous joys, to adore and celebrate thee, through his 


Per; who redeemed us by his blood, and ved our ſouls 


om death! 


48 the whirlwind ſwifily paſſerh, ſo is the 
wicked no more 10 be either feen or thought ,; 
but the righteous, by his extenſive good works, 
is an everlaſting fa 
Lane. : 


De righteous ſtand firm. " Noify and terrible 3 


do- not leng-exilt, - Plal. xxxvii. 20, 23. Vir tue is a natural 
and grand ſecurity, Pal. lzxiii. 25, Kc. Gad loves all in 
proportion to their reſemblance of his own moſt perfect 
truth, beauty and uſefulneſs. 

Let not, O Lord, ſurpriſes. of temptations diſpirit 
our hopes ; but grant cog fog by perſeverance in well- 2 
we may become more than conquerors, through him 
who loved us, and died for us, and redeemed us 
from all iniquity by his blood ! 
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PROVERBS. Chap: x. 


As vinegar to the teeth for immediate hurt, 
5 as ſmoke in /ike manner to the eyes, ſo is 
the loitering ſluggard to them that ſend him, 


yy any great de/ign. 


Shth. In matters of truſt, "negle& of duty i is cruel. 
Even flow execution may bring on ruin and grief, 


Matth. xxv. 26, Kc. Heb. xi. 12, 13. 


The obedient fear of the Lord prolongeth 
days of feveet enjoyment ; but the years of the 
wicked, and yet more their e ſhall be ob- 


190 ſhortened. 


28 


prevent almoſt every diſeaſe. R. 


Religion profitable. The moſt ATTY prop of virtue is 
reverence for the Supreme Being. Hence cometh honour, 
with healthful eaſe. Moſt vices produce troubles which 
Hue in death, Pſal. xxxiv. 12, Kc. Sobriety and exerciſe 
The wicked fear, be- 
cauſe they hate God. el good is he, to 8 re- 


war ds! Matth. x. 28. 


The pledſant hope of the righteous ſhall 
be Hill more gladneſs in the end; but the ex- 


pectation of the wicked, as both improper and 


ill founded, ſhall periſh forever. 


Hope. The good raiſe not their hopes too high for 
this world ; and rarely fail of completion. 


To win a momentary trifle, they 
forfeit an eternal crown: 

May thoſe above every other, Almighty Father, who 
profeſs the goſpel, have their converfation in heaven, 
from whence they expect their Lord and Saviour. As 
riſen with him, by their avowed belief of his religion, ſo 
may they ſet their affections on the things above, and 


not on things of the earth; that their lives being ſafe in 


the hands of Chrift, WIN he who is to give eternal life 


\* 


How ſoon 
muſt the wicked die away from their keeneſt earthly pur- 
ſuits and enjoyments ? 


(pm PROVERBS: 51 


unto holy men ſhall appear, they may be n and 
rewarded by him. Even ſo, come Lord 7e fur, « come 
quiekey Fe i” | | 


The clear . way of the ond is 29 
ſtrength to the upright; but certain everlaſt- 
ing deſtruction ſhall be to the ob/tinate 1 
0: iniquity. | 


Righteouſneſs flrengthens. The princi iples of true piety, 
with the promiſes made to it, are moſt rejoicing, Pal. 
xlvi. 1, &. Againſt the wicked is the courſe of nature. 
They are alſo liable to judicial ſtrokes. Their puniſh- 
ment will be greateſt, who oppoſe the cleareſt light, _ 


The righteous ſhall ſeldom, or never, be re- zo 
moved in early life; but the wicked Es not 
often inhabit the earth. 


| Death. Pious regular morals conduce both to per- | 
ſonal and domeſtic eſtabliſhment. The praiſe of paren-. 
tal integrity affects their dutiful children, and leads 


them to imitate. Thoſe who cleave faſteſt to the world 


do Ieaſt joyfully inhabit it. Premature deaths are full 
of horror often. 


The mouth of the benefcent juſt bringeth 31 
forth treaſures of wiſdom; but the froward 
deceitful tongue ſhall guicky be / lenced, as if 
quite Cut OULTE <= 


- Converſation. The as incline, and endeavour as 
much as poſſible, the benefit of others. Their example 
ſpeaks every where. How baſe and impious is wicked 
diſcourſe ! Jam. i. 26.—iii. 1, &c. Matth. xii. 36, 37- It 
is s the habit of ſpeech that we muſt look to, Eph. iv. 29. 


The courteous lips of the righteous know 32 


what i is 10 be both mot uſe * and act 


2 When tbe effect 


”% PROVERBS. Chap. xl. 


ble ; but the mouth of the wicked ſpeaketh 


all manner of treacherous frowardneſs. 


Con verſalion. They who ponder their wards; racy 
Fail of profitable, ſweet and gracious utterance. A 


«4 14-4144 <> dart ddd ee 
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ng * balance in trade, is 


1 A Falſe deceivi 
£ abomination to the Lord ; but A Per- 


fect juſt weight is his great delight. 


7” e. How igforant or perverſe muſt they be, 
who ſeparate what is ti ue, juſt, and kind, from their 
ideas of religion! The arts of overreaching, are mean 
to exceſs. Withqut re/foring, the unjuſt cannot repent, 
while they have this in their power. To pu/fer, under 
appearance of fair trade, is e * Luke 
xix. 35» . 


| pride cometh, a 
cometh deba/ing ſhame ; but with the lowly 
in heart is ſure manife gel wiſdom. | 


Pride and bumility. Concett is difturbative and ruinous. 
None are fo weak, but have revenge, at times, in their 
power. Prudence and modeſty compaſſionate human 
errors, and obtain from thence wile * chap. xv. 33. 
Avi. 18. | . | 


"The infleible: integrity of the upr thi man 
5 them to what is ſafe and uſeful; but the 
deliberate perverſeneſs of tranſgrefiors ſhall 
meer or later deſtroy them. 45 


* Pu For rweny other ſorter. .of — Zæad. xx. 1 5. 
. 35, Oc. Deut. XXV. I 3. 


XI. 
eth 


rely 


own wickedneſs. : 


Chap. XI. PROVERBS. 75 
| Uprightnef 7. Honeſty of intention is eaſily known, 
and no leſs generally approved, Rom. xiv. 18. The 
wicked a& as though they did hate themſelves. Our 
ſureſt ſhorteſt road to ſueceſs in common, is by fair deal- 
ing. Thorough acquaintance gives eſtabliſhment to 
ſuch, Pſal. xxvi. 11. Our rule ought t to be 8 word,” 


and not the world. 
ws Þ 


Riches however 1 1 profit 15 PER 
their owner, in the day of wrath for R 
crimes ; but righteouſneſs in the acquirement _ 
and uſe of them, delivereth from what is moſt 
dreadful in death. 5 


Riches when profuabl., Every in of FF” wealth 
will have its meaſure of torment, 2 v. 1, &c. A ſenſe. 
of well doing, and of generous deeds, give great ſupport in 
dying, Matth. xxv. 30, &c. Ecel. xxix. 8, &c. „ 


The righteouſneſs of the perfect in hit aims 5 
mall direct his way to what is honourable, and 
beneficial ; but the intentionally. wicked ſhall 
fall into diſgrace and ruin, V. the a of vis. ? 


3 


Aim good and bad. The es 3 * wiſe 3 
juſtice is ever the leaſt embaraſſing, ver. 3. Fraudu- 
ent arts ſeldom are, or can be long hid. Simple hints 
are not ſufficient for the illiterate, and Joung. Sincerky 
is the ſoul of virtue, and ever doth facilitate it. 
Transform us now, O Lord, into thy likeneſs, by the E 
practice of all goodneſs, righteouſneis and truth; and 
receive us unto thyſelf, whom we ſhall then reſemble, 
when we ſhall go from hence, and be no more ſeen 


The righteouſneſs of the charitable upright 6 
ſhall deliver them from being ſigſpected: but 


the knaviſh — of 8 and Dana 


8 


9 
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laws ſhall be taken, one tine or other, in the 


Traps of their own naughtineſs. 


wy Uprighineſs and fraud. It does little hurt, to be ill 
thought, and ſpoken of, only by the malicious. Time and 


ſearch will render thoſe more. glorious. . Smooth knaves 
and hypocrites cannot abide ſuch trials. All their pro- 


tection i is ee which will ſoon be over. 


When a wicked man dieth, his FE 
tion from the world ſhall periſh ;. and the hope 
of eaſe 10 ſuch coveling N a beyond Ts | 


periſheth. 


. Covetouſneſs. The more vice 8 the more bit 


ter thereby is death made. How poor a compenſation 


then would even a world be? And what ſhall we ſay, 


to future anguiſh and deſpair : ? Pfal. xlix. 6, and 14, &c. 
Let us not reſt, O Lord, in any good, ſhort of that 
_ whichis the beſt and greateſt ; but place our whole ſatis- 
faction in thee, whoſe loving- n is better than life, 
and without whom, the whole creation would be as no- 


thing, and leſs than nothing, and vanity 


The fteadfaft righteous, when tried, is the 
livered out of trouble; and the 'wicked 


cometh in his ſtead, 10 ſuffer with continuance. 


| Troubles to good and bad. By wiſe and kind appoint- 
ment, the beſt are taken under diſcipline; but all in 
meaſure. Malevolence ſoon recoils upon its own head, 
Prov. xxi. 18. Pſal. vii. 14, &c. The more that good 


people are oppoſed, the more God doth care for them. 


An bypocrige, . profanely hides his evil 


heart, under a fair ſhew, with his baſe lying 
mou th, . deſtroyeth fer a time the charatter of 


*® Some corrufteth, Ex. xxii. 7. Jer. x xxxi. it. Mic. iv. 
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a purer channel of knowledge afterwards, al 
the + Juſt man be completely delivered. | 


| his innocent, uſeful neighbour ; but through - 


ice and bypocri iſp. Diſſembled friendſhip, for the 


ſake of evil deſigns, 1 is terrible, 1 Sam. xxii. 22. Eſth. 
ii. 8, Fight openly, rather than betray. Beware of 
fatterers. The beſt things perverted, become the worſt. 
Be intimate with the faithful, 4 and we. more that they 


| rebuke. 


When it a well with the righteous, in 
their credit and uſefulneſs, the city rejoiceth ; 
and when the wicked periſh from among them, 
there 1 is 20 leſs univerſal hourng at heart. 


Fe eminence. Since ere pious virtue is fi endly to 
reputation; and, next to divine acceptance, is deſirable, 


10 


Rom. xiv. 18. The proſtitution of high office, is peſtive. 


When ſuch periſh, the puvlic are ſerved. 


By the bleſſing and aids of the benevolent 


upright the city hong hoi is exalted ; but it 
is overthrown 9 the impious malevolent mouth 


of the wicked. tp 


Patiala, Talia ation, N prayer and faithful 


diſcharge of high office, are ſignal public advantages, 
Ecel. ix. 14. Wit added to pernicious patterns, does 
infinite hurt, Pſal. ci. 6, &c. Jam. iii. 16, &c. 


Leet all the governors of the world, O thou moſt Hi vs, 


eſpecially thoſe who are Chriſtian, be repreſentatives 50 


thee, our God, unto men, by the diſcharge of their office, 


as mini ifters of G0 to them, for good. 


He that is void of true uſeful wits; des 


F 1751 wiſdom preſerveth im. 
Wet 


11 


| 12 
ſpiſerh, by reproach and calumnies, his far ſupe- 


Fior ET POPE ; but a man of prudent under. 
ſtanding holdeth his peace from every 1 
of that fort, io profit by him. 


U 
|} 
1 
| 
| 

| 
| 
1 
1 


temptuouſly of the meaneſt, Matth. v. 21, &c. Matters 
.ought not to be ſeen by halves. The ſharpeſt pointed 
of all reproach, is that of N Who would Foote: to 
drink of tears and blood? 0 


I 13 A baſe tale. bearer walking from 1 ts 
houſe revealeth ſecrets; but he that is of a 
faithful As Wal concealeth the matter 
as facred. | . 


= — PATTI — — . FI I" ,, 
* 


1 | Faithfulneſs and tall. bearing. They who talk mu n are 

Ffond of new things. It is in the nature of friendſhip to 
truſt. Therefore, few evils againſt love and juſtice, are ſo 
| aggravated as betraying, Eccl. xxii. 22. Jdleneſs and ca- 
| lumny often go together, 1 Tim. v. 13. Ezek. xxii. 29. 
| 


Where no wi/e counſel i is, for general good 

* the governed people muſt inevitably fall; but 

in the multitude of able Judicious OY 
there is ſure public ſafety. | 


. Counſel, A cool reflecting ſpirit is able to 8 it 
ſelf with advantage, upon every emergency. Self con- 
fidence takes no advice, Iſa. xi. 3, 4. One ſuch man, 


can be no government, no ſafety, Eccl. x. 16. 
Defend, O God, the truth and purity of Webs 
inſt all the corruptions of the enthuſiaſt, and ſuper- 
— and defend the rights and liberties of the e 
againſt all uſurpers and oppreſſors whatſoever. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


15 He that is ſurety, by expre Zn engagement, for : 


2 ä or one W own to him, ſhall 


76 PROVERBS. Chap. XI. 


Cenſure. There is no obligation upon us, to talk con- 


may ruin a whole ſociety. Without ſubordination _— | 


vn 


Chap. X. PROVERBS. nn 


probably ſmart for it *, when the fulfilling hour 
doth come : and he that hateth, and fleeth from 
ſurety ſhip of this fort, is ſure to eſcape. 


Suretyſbip. Tgnorance of people's ſituation, makes them, 
in effect, ſtrangers. We muſt not be cruel and e to 
known friends. In a matter fo delicate as ſuretyſhip, the 
utmoſt diſeretion is to be made uſe of. Buſineſs is liable to 
3 and debtors to become careleſs, Prov. vi. 1, &c. 
—xvii. Loſs and 3 reflection g are 
hard to fupport 


4 pure gracious woman retaineth ber en- 16 
gaging honour ; and wiſe + ſtrong men retain 
the riches they. have had from 9 agel. 
tion. 


8 Pimale A”, and riches. Every 1 V bet e 
by that which doth produce it. To eſtabliſh character, 
avoid even flight indecencies, Eccl. x. 2. The earlieſt 
means of endearment, muſt not be departed from. The 


preſervatives of female attraction, are a meek and 


quiet ſpirit, under pure religious ſenſe, 1 Pet. iii. 1, &c. 
People of ſtrength and abi ities would bluſh to become 


an eaſy prey to their inferiors. Female virtues outlive = 


beauty, 1. Pet. iii. 5. 


The merciful and beneficent n man doen, an im- 17 
mediate good to his own ſoul; but he that is 
cruel to the real poor, at the very infant t N 1 8 oa 
bleth his own f fleſh, 


 Beneficence Hp cruelty. A. generous rater takes its * 


1 


chief leading from mercy, Acts xx. 35. Such.compaſſion 


ean only be repreſſed by ſtupidity, or frequent cruel acts. 
It is a degree of mutual relicf, to weep. with them that x 


Be ſore broken-in pieces, Ba #. 9- + Others, a- 
men of rapine extort plunder, compare Fob xxxvi. 7.—xv. 20. 
P/al. Ixvitt. 14. H. t Put for the whole man. 


* ” 


— — 


18 


i 
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. 


weep. Power to do good is the higheſt prerogative of 


the great. This is the moſt refined voluptuouſneſs, 
Such are ſeldom left without a competency, or aiding 
friends, Matth. v. 7. Pſal. xli. 1, &c. Iſa. lviii. 11, 12. 
People have enough, who have ſomething to diſtribute 


| to the unfortunate. R. 


Grant, O Lord, that every one who is named from 


: Chrif, may depart from that iniquity which is inconſiſtent 
with their profeſſion; and that all ſuch may be followers 


5 82 our PING as manifeſted to them in the life of thy 
JON. 


* 
— no LS 
* 


The wicked in ph WE "OY WIA at 
labour a deceitful work even for himſelf ; but 
to him that ſoweth liberal righteouſneſs *, 
ſhall be a ſure ſatisfying reward. 6 


Liberality and injuſtice. A complete rn cha- 
racter is to know and do what Almighty love hath ſeen 
fit to enjoin. They partake of one bleſſed nature. A 
wicked courſe of life, only promiſes what it cannot per- 
form, Job v. 3. Ke. xii, &c. Whatever is falſe has no 
foundation. 


As Wade weten, righteouſneſs renideth* to a 
life of admirable enjoyment ; ; ſo he that purſueth 


evil, purſueth it to his own ſpiritual and ever- 
1 ein death. 


Righteouſucfe 1 vice. Cauſe Pa” effect a are > cod: con- 


joined, Gal. vi. 6, 7. Wicked mirth is ſucceeded by 


double darkneſs, like a ſudden blaze of thorns. N. 
Souls, in their preſent infant ſtate ſnould be prepared for 


a ſucceſſive unfolding of intelligence, and e 2 


True ri ighteouſneſs perſeveres to the end. 


They chat are of a froward deceitful heart, 
abomination 2 to the all perſccl Lord ; 


+ The Halen pai 7 * «ſed for merey, 22 c. 


a) 
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but ſuch as are upright in their way of beha- 
viour, are his conftant delight, 


Tube upright and  froward. They who have bad Fry 


are oppoſers at heart of Alnighty God. The ſincere ne- 


ver incline to appear above what they really are. 


Thongh the world know them not, they ſhall be made 


conſpicuous hereafter. 
Let us all be ns Gove, O God, what we are by our 


profeſſion ; that we may not miſrepreſent our religion, 


and diſhonour eur Saviour, by any contrary and immo. 
ral practices whatever. Mind us of the ſhortneſs and un- 


certainty of time ; of the boundleſs duration and pw 5 | 


portance of eternity ; that we may make thoſe thin 
exerciſe and delight in this world, which we ſhall nd in in 


the greateſt perfection, in that world which i is to come. 


Though hand join in hand, to make a pow- 


21 


erful confederacy, the wicked ſhall not in the 


end, be left unpuniſhed; but the feed of the 
righteous, as well as themſelves, my be complete- 
ly delivered. 


Eger of virtue 2nd. vice... Whis end Bhi befonk Oba 
when he is angry, and proſper? Crimes increaſing with 


impunity, entail greater and more e laſting wretchedneſs, | 


Eecl. iv. 1, 2. 


Create in us, O Lord, a veneration of thoſe precepts . 


of the moral law, which are entirely agreeable to the 


divine perfections! Abandon us not, moſt merciful Crea- 


or, at the grand extremity, from the fountain of all 
good; conſign us not to the torments of a A re and 
exaſperated conſcience ; exclude us not from all that is to 


de hoped and defired ; condemn us not er e hg into 8 


that which is moſt to be ſhunned.and dreaded! 


As unſeemly as a precious jewel of f gold 1 in 


A Fe ſwine's ſnout; fo is a fair looking 
woman which i is without ee in 425 8775 
and practice. a 


1 


22 


= "phovinks. Cbap. XE cha 
Female indiſcretion. Beauty, like other providential fal I ploy 


vours, may be abuſed, That which indicates mental tere. 


qualities, ought to captivate moſt, 2 Tim. ii. 9. Pet. iii. Alm 
3. Corporedl beauties fade, whereas: thoſe of the mid . and 


creaſe, Eecl. r | \ I futu 
IK , g : 91 lenc 
C I $3 The prevailing 5 off the righteous is 8, & 
. only towards good; but the criminal aims and 1 
|| 2 
. ee wee we 3 JO Y ava 
| 3: peo 
| fed. of virtue * and vice. An wiſh their own "wei wit, 


tage; but too often. uſe improper means. Falſehood, be 
violence and other vices, rarely ſucceed in their hopes I ſell. 
Fear of wrath, embitters their beſt external circum- 

ſtances. They are haunted with ſecret inviſible furies. -''Þ 


24 There is t be met with one that ſcattereth I] 
his judicious alms, and yet increaſeth the more; || of t 
and there is 10 be met with alſo, one that, from Sale 

ſordid avarice, withholdeth from the needy. _ 
more than is meet, but it tendeth * Am 
time to abject poverty. 1 


Liberality and penury. Maxims of generous virtue: 2 are = pro 
not comprehenſible by the bulk of mankind.. Faith in 
divine promiſes, clears up the mind. The liberal ſpare” 
from unneceſſaries. A. ſpecial providence watches over their ſha 
perſons and families; and their end is everlaſting wealth, 1 
Gal. vi. 9, 10. 2 Cor. ix. een er. W NS . 
and nature are eaſily ſupplied. of! 


25 The liberal acting ſoul ſhall be . fat | Gal 
with comforts. ; and he that /ea/onably. watereth || ” * 
ethers, in their drought of diſtreſs, ſhall be Wa- | 1 
tered alſo himſelf for many generations. 55 = tru 


| n 2 One truly generous is inquiſitive 1 ſha 
need, to * relief. ver. 1. H. Almfgiving. is an em- 


* * 
— - > ' & 
46,4 4 f 

* * nr 
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Chap. Xt, PROVERBS. * 
ployment of good underſtanding and piety. It is wa- 


tered with joyous reflections; and is often ſet by the 
Almighty far above want, Eccl. xi. 1, &c. Be like God, 


and in his ſtead, to numbers, Pal. cxii. 7, 8. Fear of . 


future need ought not to bind up our hands. Bene vo- 
lence enlarges with e Acts x. 1, &c. 2 . ix. 
8, &c. 


He that in ae of Ros withholdeth 
neceſſary corn for ſake of a greater price, the 
people from ſuffering, ſhall curſe him, and not 
without effeft ; but rich permanent bleſſings ſhall 
be upon the head of him that favourably 


I {clleth it. 


|  Fyuity and be den. They hs 1 os is ano- 
ther's cannot, in God's fight, give a mite of alms. Pull 
not back the morſel from an hungry mouth. The cry 
of the injured, doth enter into the ears of the Lord of 
Sabbaoth, Jam. v. 3. &c. Moderate profits, taken in ſea- 
ſons of ſcarcity, is great ahnt. The bleſſings of pious 

titude. are ſeconded from above, Pal. exii. 15s &c. 

m. viii. 5, 6. . | 


He that diligently ſeeketh another's 3 
procureth favour from God and man ; but he 


that ſeeketh miſchief with like OWE: it 


ſhall afſuredly come unto him, 


Benevolence and cruelty. Cheerfully 3 every call 
of beneficence; and weary not, from their frequency. 
Bridle the narrow paſſions, which cauſe many juſt foes, 
Gal. vi. 10. None are ſo cruel, as | they who are uncha- 
ritable, upon pretence of religion. 8 


He that, regardleſs of what is due 10 ber, 
truſteth in the greatneſs of his riches for defence 
ſhall fall; but the equitable kind righ- 


26 


7 


28 


-. 
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teous fall flouriſh 28 a branch, Prom 1 ing nu. 
merous ufe ful fruits. — 


Te uſe and abuſe of richer. Power fan Wenke mould 
ear with ſpirit in defence of the injured. Proud vit 
laid low, dorh not ſoon riſe again; but like the blaſted 
leaf, doth wither and die. Confidence in e, thuts 
up the bowels of compaſſion, Prov. x. 15. 

Bleſſed be thy name, O God, who halt * us men to 
be happy, by the ſatisfaction ariſing from the exerciſe of 
goodneſs; without which we muſt be miſerable as the 
devil is, by pe nt depravation and degeneracy. of 


vice, which is a aration from and enmity n the 
chief good ! + 


He that troubleth the. people of his- own 
houſe, ſhall inherit overthrowing wretcheuneſt, 
as from the /tormy wind: and the very fool in 


83 


time, ſhall be degraded like a bond-ſervant, to 


the more wiſe, meek and peaceable of heart. 


8 Domeſtic l 
lead to cruel, unnatural habits of temper ; which ruin 


houſehold caſe, ver. 17. Winter ſtorms pierce not 10 


20 


deep. The proudeſt TO have fallen into dhe moſt 
abjea lavery. 28 


The natural fruit of the righteous mild ner, 
is /ike a tree of lite, for beauty and profit“; 
and he that bur winneth fouls over 10 their 


oon beſt intereſt i is wiſe, in lite manner to Fee 


them. 


Mi 2 Pin virtue is a ſweet, laſting and uſeful 
frutt-bearer, Jam. iii. 1.3, &c. - In fe, this prevents much 
evil: and is generous after death, Dan. xii. 3. Prov. Iii, 


* Others, for it attrafeth the admiration of the ae 
Gen. i. 9 H. 


Tdlenehs,- with want af economy, 
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18. The converſion of the wicked is to be ſought, and 
nu. not their applauſe. a RET 
- | Raiſe our apprehenſions, O Lord, and deſires above 
all things that are here below; and fix them upon the 
uld Þ original of our being, and the object of our happines; _ 
that we may be fully ſatisfied in our reaſon, that our em- 
ted N ployment about thee is our higheſt elevation, and ſpecial | 
ts I pleaſure, and that our religion is the foundation of that 
peculiar delight, which conſummate is our heaven. | 


05 Behold, the righteous * when imperfedtions 31 _ 
the require it, ſhall be recompenſed with chaftiſe- 

\ of ments, in the earth: much more tremendouſly 

the /here/ore, the wilful wicked, and the ob/inate, 


Iſinner. | 5 5 
n Divine recompencer. The natural produce of ſmaller 


%, Þf evils ſerve to correct themſelves, Heb. xii. 5, &c. A 
in Þ fire proof of greater and more laſting vengeance againſt 
to che impenitent, 1 Pet. iv. 17, 18. N 
. Satisfy, O God, the reaſon of our minds, by the truth 
Jof things, and by the declarations of thy holy word, that 
ny, as we were made for happineſs, ſo it is only by our like- 
uin I neſs to thee, in truth, and righteouſneſs, and goodneſs, 
- ſo. || that we can be happy; and therefore, as we naturally 
oſt and neceſſarily defire happineſs, ſo we muſt rationally, 


I sand judiciouſly ſeek after it, by reſemblance of, and em- 
-. | ployment about, and participation from thee! 

er, | | 7 

. | ; 

Ra «4 444 44-414 4 Þþ pope pe pee de: oe: re: 


CHAP. XU. 


CX HOSO loveth the means inſtruction, 1 
loveth preſervative knowledge; but 


viſe, | * Or fimply, the righteous is rewarded hon the earth, much 
more, Oc. | Ts 


4 PROVERBS. Chap. Nil. 


he that hateth reproof, and this aveideth bi 
belt friends, is, and mult abide brutiſh. 


Jaſtrucbion and reproef. Honeſt advice is kind, und the 

grateful receiver of it, is already. made better to a good 

egree. He invites like good offices. Love of practical 

knowledge muſt rejoice under its gracious effects. To 

ſtand upon the defence of what is wrong argues an in- 

_ curable ſtate; Matth. vii. 6. Love Wer muſt give 
them over. | 


x 


2 good intending man Wr Tet voi of 
the Lord: but a man of wicked, though un- 
executed, devices will he Condemn. 


Good and evil intentions. The generous at Ka: ever 
combat meaſures of vice. They are alſo prevailingly 
ſet upon what is right; till, if poflible, they become 
maſters of it. Occaſions and means of uſefulneſs, do 
peculiarly bleſs them. Such are the beſt images of God 
upon 8 5 undoubted objects of his complacent 
regards. enjoy the world, and yet are not en- 
ſla ved by na "Biz hs can the ſelf. condemned wicked 
be eaſy ? Luke xii. 47. Aauaver in bulineſs are worſe 
than robbers. | | 


3 Let a man | think a deviſe 6 as he's may, he mal 
not be eſtabliſhed in profitable credit by his 
ſucceſsful wickedneſs ; but the deep fixed root 


of any kind. 


52 of righteou/ne/s and vice. Methods of violence 
and fraud, ſeldom raiſe thoſe who practiſe them above 
dependance. Their poſſeſſions are precarious, and them- 

| ſelves hated. Plain honeſty riſes to a noble vigorous 
ſtem, verdure and fruitfulneſs are its uſual honours. The 


proſperity of the wicked is all in appearance, Pfal. Ixxiii. 
18, &c. : 


U 

7 

ö 
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of the righteous ſhall not be moved by bla#s 


Seen 


much domeſtic bleſs. 


PROVERBS. 8 


Chap. XII. 


A virtuous frugal woman is like a crown 4 
for ornament to her affefionate huſband: but 
ſhe that by waſteful immode/t methods, maketh 
aſhamed, is à nigh diſgraceful 3 7 bin, even 
as rotteneſs in his bones. ME 


indes, good and bad. Conſtaney and diſcreet manage: _ 
ment. are ſhining female honours, and productive of 
Neceſſary ſubſiſtence ſquandered, 


leads to painful mutual altercation. Pure religious love 


ſweetens cares, and heightens upright joys. Marriages 
from mere ſecular motives, have much to dread from - 


public infamy, with domeſtic uneaſineſs. Previous 
caution and prayer, are due to the choice of a wife. 


The very“ thoughts of the righteous are 


| right, before an all-ſeeing God; but the coun- 
ſels of the wicked f though ſpecious, are found 
to be cruel deceit, in *. end. 


© Thoughts good and bad. In the eye of heaven, men 
are juſt what they prevailingly think of, and deſign, 
Prov. iv. 23. 


A good. man rejoiceth under new and 


clearer light. © To hate vain thoughts demonſtrates ex- 


ceillence of character, Matth. v. 8.—12. 


The words of the wicked are often to ſeduce 
others to lie in wait for the ſhedding of innocent 
blood : but the mouth of the upright, when 
attended to, thall deliver them from ſuch 2 8 ra 


Dice. 


mordi good and bad. A heart full of the world, Rands 


at nothing. Goodneſs employs itſelf much for the ſafe- 


ty of others, Job xix. eee, ſhould be 


Ii, XC 
uſed with great caution. | 


* Policy, ſchemes, deſigns, plans, POW XIX.21,—xx. 18, He 
1 They tend, * by fraud, or violence, to injure. 
"8 
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7 The wicked are often } ſuddenly overthrown 


8 


2. 


and are not 7 70 riſe again; but the houſe, 
as well as the perſon of the 2 ee 2 


fland long ſecure. 
Efes of righteouſneſs 5 vice. Their ſituation muſt 


be dangeroully tottering, whom Cod, and his belt friends 
are united againſt. The cruel have been known, in 


many caſes, to deliver themſelves up to juſtice. Fair 
honeſt means are naturally exalting, and have additional 
divine ſupports, Prov. x. 25, 30. 

Let all the ſinners of the world, 0 FIR 8 with 
the wiſdom of the juſt, and ſo become good; and let all 
good men daily become better; that every one may be 
in his proportion to one another, what God in perfection 
is to us all, good and beneficent; and that all fraud and 
violence may ceaſe, and be abhorred, as what is unrea- 
ſonable and unnatural. 


A man ſhall be coinage: according to 
his proven practical wiſdom; but he that is of 
a /al/e perverſe heart, whill he affect. high be- 


neficial knowledge, ſhall be eel for his mani- 


felt inconfiftences. 


Pradical knowledee.. The ob jefts of genuine wildem 
are juſt ends, with fair means. The very worſt for a 
time may be well ſpoken of; but when found out, they 
are the more deſpiſed. From the principle, we are to 
judge. Do not ſuddenly condemn, Matth. vi. 1, &c. | 


He that is deſpiſed in @ virtuous condition 


from malicious envy, and hath a ſervant for de- 
fending him“, is better, and more likely to be 


+ Some would . look round for the wicked, behold! 


they are no more, H. 2 Kings v. 26. Others under fend : 


it, ſervant to 8 3 or _ perſonally to 2 Gen. 


STR. Tie Be ne. 
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efeemed, than he that proudly * honoureth 
himſelf, and yer, from his evil e lacketh 


neceſſary bread itſelf. 


Self-effimation. Some do what they can, to debaſe ths 
humble, from their want of outward appearance. 'Their 
competence, however, is infinitely preferable to vanity 
from externals, Prov. xi. 29. Thoſe who are modeſt 
25 moſt comfortably ne life. 


Chap. XII. 


A mild righteous man + regardeth with pro- 
per attention the life of his beaſt; but what 
ought to move the tender mercies of the wick- 
ed, are often accompanied with deſperate c cruel 
acts. 


Mildneſs and cruelty. True juſtice comprehends in 1 
a habitual good nature. Infinite wiſdom hath ſubordinat- 
ed brute beaſts to man; for mutual advantage. Increaſe 
not their neceſſary troubles. Be not tyrants but protectors. 
Feed and labour them according to ſtrength. From un- 
tenderneſs to brutes, cruelty to men is a common eaſy 


tranſition. From ſuch a habit, few people become lind. 


He that regularly tilleth his land, ſhall be 11 
fully ſatisfiel with the needful ſuſtenance of 
bread ; but he that neg/effing buſineſt, follow- 

eth vain idle diſſolute perſons, is ſpon ſeen, fror 
his tormenting wants, to be void of uſeful under + 
ſtanding. 


Induſtry and neſs An inclination to eat, and not 
work, leads to become cruel. Spendthrifts cannot be 
long rich; and ſoon harden even to fights of miſery. 
God and nature are on the ſide of diligence. The de- 


— 


| fires. of ſuch are duly moderated. Huſbandry is the 


* Or, maketh a ſbeau. H. | 1 See Fſal. i. 6. Prov. xi. 17. 


— 


I2 


13 


are higheſt. 
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| prime, and moſt neceſſaty of all occupations ſecular; 


and theretore put for them, Gen, ili. 19. Eph. iv. 28. 


The wicked perſon behaves as on- who de- 


fireth 20 be caught in the peſtive net of evil 
men, for ſpeedy hurt; but the root of the 
righteous, li that of a tree in good cultivated 
foil, yieldeth plenty of excellent fruit. 


The righteous and wicked. Thoſe who are fai chful in 
office, do great good to mankind, as well as to them that 
The wicked weave out of their own deviſ- 

bowels, what may enſnare and prove pernicious, 


| Tic unſuſpecting, too, are ſometimes caught by their 


fubtile arts. Extenfively good Perle hold their valu- 
able places ſureſt, Prov. iii. 35. 


The wicked man, with all his PF is uſually 
ſnared at 19/2, by the tranſgreſſion of his falſe 
lips; but the juſt, hough leaſed for a time, ſhall 
come“ honourably out Sf his trouble. ; 


| Speech well or ill uſed. Severe lying words compoſe 
the wicked's net. Self- contradictions, however, do mi- 
ferably expoſe him. On the other hand, good reputa- 


tion eſtabliſhes with inquiry. Matters of fact require 


. only a clear nervous brevity. R. Secret ſnares are more 


14 


to be dreaded than open enmity. 


A man + ſhall be highly ſatisfied with good 
done by the fruit of his mouth, and the re- 


compence of a man's 20 /e/5 generous hands, 


fall much more be rendered unto him. 


Beneficence of word and deed. Kind advice way be 
of long ſervice. The delights of the charitable are pure 
and laſting. Tears, and words of ſympathy themſelves, 


* Never be entangled. + Or men, Pſal. lxxiii. 5. i: 


— I 
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are ſweet, Returns of gratitude are frequent, but theſe 
of fature recompence, both more certain and durable. 


The way of a wicked fool is right i in his 15 


own eyes, and leads to ſure afflictions ; but he 
that hearkeneth unto 7riendly counſel is fuc- 
ceſs fully wile, 


Self-conceit They who ſuſpect their own judgements 
leaſt, are in greateſt danger; and moſt impatient of 
advice, Matth. vii. 6. Thoſe who diſpute for victory 
ought to tremble. Prudential conduct is the praiſe of 
wiſdom. Vice is the DT of all folly, Rom. vii. 7. 


John. iii. 19. 


A paſſionate fool's wrath is 1 known 16 
from his own ſad ſufferings ; but a calm e 
man * covereth lie /ad ſhame. 


Haſly tempers. The raſh kindle at once, and are diſ- 
graced by their own ridiculous words and deeds. Servants 
themſelves ſee and deſpiſe this. To ſtifle the marks of 
indignation keeps up influence. Wrath is a ſhort, diſ- 


gracing madnels, 1 Tim. ii. 8. 


He that invariably ſpeaketh truth ſhew- 17 ; 


eth forth righteouſneſs, in one of its moſt neceſ- 
ſary branches; but a falſe witneſs againſt others, 
deth great hart by deceit, 


Truth and falbbood. Truth is. the dend of ſociety. 


| Wh teſtimonies in particular, ought to be free, full 


and unambiguous. Partial truth, and doubtful phraſes, 
tend to miſlead judges, Prov. vi. 19. Pal. xv. 2. 


There is that ſpeaketh in malicious rage, 18 


* Seemeth ignorant of an affront. + The truth will a juſt 
man declare, and ſpeak out; | a falſe _—_ will Oy 
Iſa. xh. 2. H. | 

f 13 


— 
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what is like the mortal piercings of a ſword 
but what iſſues from the tongue of the bene: || tn 
volenily wile t is productive of Ty” 2 UN 
health. | fil 


| 

| 

| | Rage and Mi The name of a man is his life, 

| Matth. v. 21, 22. Sweeten or cure if poflible, the | 
wounds of falſehood, Pal. cxxxin. 1, &c.—lii. 2. ] ric 


19 The lip of beneficial truth ſhall be 3 
bliſhed in credit for ever: but a lying Plauſi. ; 
ble tongue is but for a moment. n 


Truth and lying. Truth is uniform, inflexible A has li 

nothing to fear. Selfiſh and party views, are dangerous 
to this. Name and property are never ſafe with ſuch. 
Time is fatal to lying. Reputation blown i is ſcarcely 


| 3 

mendable. ly 
- 

0 


berately | imagine evil S, along with others; but to 
the ingenuous affectionate counſellors of peace, 
1s ; ſublime i joy. 1 


| 
. 
| 20 Deceit is in the beart of them chat deli- 


3 0 Ingenuity and deceit. © Some natures take pleaſure in diſ- 
| ſenſion; and ſtudy for that purpoſe. Solicitude againſt 

' diſcovery haunt ſuch cloſe. Generous delight is ever on 
| the rife. Harmoniſts breathe in ſweet air. They are 
| | feet in themlelves; and greatly pleaſe, Matth. v. 9. 
= Bring all mankind, O Lord, to the right underſtanding 
| of thee, and of themſelves, that they may, not wander 
from the truth, through the ignorance, and error of their 
minds; but having the direction of true religion, they 
may live according to it; and in all their actions, ſhew 
forth the divine virtues of him, who hath called them out | 
of darkneſs, to his marvellous light. 


6 | 1 Or healeth. H. 4 E Heady, * bred, ui. 30. H. 
5 Or, diſappoi ted all be their hopes, who privately foment 
quarrels ; but joy ſhall Ph have, who i to __ H. 
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There ſhall no evil happen to the bene vo- 
lent juſt, which it is poſſible for his friends to 
ward M; but the cruel lying wicked ſhall be 
filled with the miſerable fruits of their. own miſ- 


chief. 


„ and cruehy. Goodawill i to mankind is glo- 
riouſly preſervative. Overwhelming ruin is the native 
effect of obſtinate malicious guilt. 


Lying lips, above mo/t other | crimes, are abo- 
mination to the Lord: but they that deal 
truly in their Words and contracts, are his ew: | 
liar delight. 


True and falſe dealing. No devout pretences can make 
up for want of truth, Pſal. xxiv. 3, 4. Mic. vi. , 10. 
Words and actions ought ever to accord with conviction. 


It is inſeparable from a virtuous . to hate the 


oppoſite vices. 


A prudent man -concealeth knowledge, 
from modeſty; but the proud heart of fools 


general contempt. 


21 


22 


23 


forwaraly proclaimeth their fooliſhneſs, 10 


Modeſty and pride. Humility and a goo underſtandings 


ofteneſt meet. Uſeful converſe thould be divided. 
What obſcures the modeſt for a while will make them 
triumph in the end, Eccl. x. 3. To reſerve uſeful 


ſpeech to the moſt proper ſeaſon is worthy of great 
praiſe. The chief parts of converſation, ſhould be 


Yielded to thoſe of ſuperior rank and as Hol- 
: low veſſels ſound loudelt. 


The hand of the aingent ſhall 551 him to 
bear ' honourable rule; but the /e//- -deceiving 
florhful ſhall be browgnt voce ve xalious tribute 
to ſuperiors, 


24 


92 PROVERBS. Chap. xt, c 


Diligence and floth. Honeſt nn in youth, makes | z 
future days both creditable and uſeful. Offices of dif. en 
tinction are generally held by merit, Prov. x. 4. Jer. 5 
xlviii. 10. Indolence degrades to ſervitude, We | 
fraud, diſcord, eFeminacy, and all the ſocial evils. R. 15 


25 Heavineſs in the heart of a man, maketh I 

it 10 ſtoop from the fight and obſervation of || a 
others; but a good con/olin uy whrd maketh it 
| 7 


g glad, and Wage to declare the ſame 


Toy and heavineſs. Great compaſſion is due to an | th 
| wounded ſpirit. A word at times may be of uſe, Job of 
| xi. 13. Hab. i. 16, Perſuaſive ſoftenings for Ade foul 

| diſorder may be found in ſcripture. 


26 The righteous is more excellent of 15 bl: 
ture, than his impious unjult neighbour ; but | 6 
the way of the carelgſi wicked ſeduceth them, to 


by mere ſhadows of things defirable. 


Righteous excellence. Even the moked ety venerate 
noble beneficent virtue. An inferior object purſued, on 
finks the ſoul to proportionable meanneſs. Their prin- 
diples and works are built upon error. Truth received. 
into the mind by knowledge, and conviction, becomes 
one with it ; being to the man what underſtanding is to 
rational agents, a vital . ee, to choice 
affections and conduct. 


„% Tha Gorkhfol man rend de bb we 
he took in hunting, like another who foreſaw 
the e race of want; but the well earn- 


Z ** Or, 4 juſt man gaineth pre-eminence over his We 3 / 
but the path of the wicked leadeth him aftray. f Rather a tic 
| 4. 6. N 4 King. ix. 2 3. Fer. v. 27. Prov. x. 4 70. 

vi. 6. | 5 


OO OUT oa 
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ed ſubſtance of a * man is precious to 
enjly. 


Induſiry and idleneſs. Regular unn renders liv- \ 
ing creditable and beneficial. It ſtands in need of no 
hurtful meaſures for maintenance. An upright pur- 
chaſe can be looked upon, and doth not 8 nor 
doth ſoon fail, Dan. iii. 7. | | | 


In the way of uſeful righteouſneſs 1s the 28 
true enjoyment of * life; and in the ſure path- way 


thereof, there is no death of faculties, nor 


of Readfalt rational bli ifs. 


Happineſs in virtue. Godlineſs is for ak part ſuc- 
ceſsful ; and qualified to yield conſolations under trou- 
ble, Deut. xxxiii. 6. Deſire of happineſs is the moving 
ſpring of man's heart. The divine laws are not chains 
to fetter us, but wings to raiſe us up to heaven. R. 

Grant, O God, that thoroughly acquainting ourſelves 
with the rules and meaſures, the ſtandard and exemplar 
of our duty; the temper of our minds may be fully re- 
conciled unto the practice of obedience ; that the joy of 
our ſouls may be in it, and our whole man harmonize 


| therewith ! ! 
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wie reſpeRful fon heareth with due 1 

care his affeftionate father's inſtruc- 
tion; but a profligate ſcorner heareth not 
with patience even 2 ſeaſonable rebuke. 


* Some but the bye-way kadeth unto death, Job avi. 7. H. 
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Nia / duty. To ſpeak and act under proper rules de- 
termines the happineſs of life. They who undervalue 
wholeſome counſel are next to hopeleſs, Matth. vii. 6. 


Inferiors, from years and experience, need to be often 
and tenderly advifed, Pſal. cxix. 9. A wicked man's 


reaſon ſerves only to contradict his defires, without being 
able to correct them, His pleaſures are deceitful ; his 
pains real ; his hopes ad and treacherous. R. 
Prov. 1 IX. 8, 12. 1 Kings 1 i. 6 


— — 


A man ſhall eat what 15 ; good, hr. Ahe 
gentle fruit of his mouth; but the hungry ſoul 
of the perfidious tranſgreſfors, from raſh ſpeech, 


ſhall eat with grief the effects of his violence, 


Speech proper 3 proper. A ſoft anfwer heh 

cent fiend Pſal. xxxiv. 11, &c. Such as 
have neither good - words to take or 10 are in a Rate 
tun deplorable. ä | 


He that Kecperk his mouth 2 what it 


provoking, keepeth one of his be/t comforts in life; 
but he that openeth wide his lips, to ſpeak 


without advifement, * ſhall Rave fare, and hideous 


deſtruction. 


Tongue to be governed. Temptations to raſh hurt- 


ful ſpeech are er Jam. iii. 2, &. A chief rule 
of prudence is to ſpeak little with others, and much 
with ourſelves, Jam. 1. 21. 


The ſoul of the ſl ggard defireth what he 
has not a ſuitable ſpirit to act for, e hath next 
to nothing neceſſary ; but the ſouf of the dili- 


gent 10 contrive and execute, ſhall 92 made 12 


0 abundance. 
* ry oe him dread evil. 
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Diligence and Noth, Few vices waſte ſo much as idle- 
neſs. Keen appetite often riſes with it. To ſpend upon 
borrowing is certain ruin, Prov. xiv. 23. In ſome few 


caſes, the laws of nature may be overruled, for trying 
the benevolence of others, | 


A righteous man hateth 7% baſe reſource of 5 
lying; but a fal/e wicked man is-/o07 rendered 
loathſome, and cometh to public ſhame. 


eee lying: Where people are averſe to' work, 
rather than ſtarve they make uſe of vile deceitful arts, 
Prov. xxx. I, &. To magnify the value of what we 
fell and underate what we deſign to purchaſe, is baſe, 
hateful, oppreſſive. oy" is 8 1. e "_ 
honours 


Vela righteouſneſs keepeth him that 6 
is upright in the way of preferment and eaſe ; 
but wickedneſs overthroweth the diſingenuous 
ſinner. 


Uprightneſs. When once a , perſon has acquires the 
habit of juſtice ; he is ſecure in virtue, with all its pre- 


cious effects. Vicious meaſures do thwart each other, 


io expoſure and ruin, Prov. xii. 9. 24, 25. 


There is that maketh * himſelf rich, for 4 7 
while by fraud and oppreſſion, yet hath nothing 
ere long; there is, on the other hand, that 
maketh himſelf poor, for the good of ber, 
yet hath great internal riches, and not unſeldam 
the 5 ing of outward opulence like wiſe. 


Beneficence and avarice. Splendour is a frequent co- 
yering to wretchednels ; whereas, godlineſs with con- 


Or, that "__ to be rich, whiih 29 retend to be 
oor. H 


8 
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tentment is great gain. Alms only ſeem to — 
ſtores. | 


The * ranſom of a 1 man's life fron 


puniſhment, are his corrupting riches ; but the 


innocent poor heareth not rebuke 7/elf. 


1 and vice compared. Beſore the bar of equity, 


"there is no reſpe& of perſons. Sudden and large eſtates 


provoke inquiries to ſuppreſs them. They are happieſt 
who need rebuke leaſt. Keep deſires within due bounds, 


Poverty ſecures againſt reproach and envy. . 


The proſperous light of the well thous ri 180 
teous rejoiceth in clearneſs; but the high-blaz- 
ing lamp of the e WIS, 1hall /n 
be. put out. 


Succeſſes of good and bad 3 Ju ice conculates 


increaſing regard, Prov. iv. 18. A {ſudden blaze often 


preſages ſudden extinction. The ſchool of religion 
makes people agreeable and polite. R. Pride little thinks 
of its own defects, and dwells much upon thoſe of others, 


Only by raſh arrogant pride, even after wiſe 
counſel, cometh contention; but with the 


well adviſed part of mankind is ys order Ho 
wa 


wiſdom. 


Adwviſableneſs and 1 A bad: temper is fraught 
with diſturbances, and is too vain to amend. The 
humble are ever open to counſel. Thoſe who quarrel 


oft ſhould ſuſpect themſelves, Matth. v. 5. Pride is 
hatefully unjuſt to God and Ys FO Th "i Ke. 


Pial. Bk 
Wealth gotten ay fraudulent vanity hal 


be ſcon diminiſhed ; but he that een 


* Or ſcreen, Gen. v. 14. 


ught 
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by honeſt though lower N ſhall e 10 
great extent. 


Riches, — and f Sudden falls ſrom ſud- 


den wicked riſes are frequent. Comfort and quietneſs 
are large increaſe. po an honeſt calling, and adapt- 
ed to abilities, Eph. iv. 28. 


Hope of future good, wohen * deferred from 12 


enjoying, maketh the heart more ſick, than if 
there had been no reliance at all ; but * the 


obiect of deſire cometh 10 be poſſe d, it is, 44 


growth and beauty, like a * tree of life. 


Hope. They manage well for eaſe, who willy n regu- 
late their expectations from worldly things. . Nature 
is ſatisfied with a little; whereas fancy is boundleſs. Be 
not impatient of matters uncertain, Gen. xlv. 26. Live 
for eternity. 

We render our humble acknowledgements, and thankſ- 
givings to thee, O God, for that thou haſt made us capa- 
ble of the greateſt happineſs ; and that thou haſt aſſured 
us of that happinefs, upon our repentance, by the decla- 
ration of thy will, and the blood of thy ſon! | 


| Whoſo defpiſeth the divine word ſhall. be 


for ever deſtroyed; but he that feareth 70 


tranſgreſs the commandment ſhall be reward- 
ed with peace unſpeakable. 


The word. of Ged. The more chat ke are unpu- 
niſhed in this life, the greater will be their puniſhment 
hereafter. In what is commanded, we ought ever to 
regard the ſupreme authority. To know the relations and 
differences of things, 1 is ruth and to act according to 
theſe, i is virtue. R. 7 

Bleſſed be thou, O God, who haſt deſigned that by the 
. of 8 8 righteouſnels and W our rea- 


or thetree of Ye in parade 


53 
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ſonable faculties ſhould be exerciſed, and improved, a 
ſpiritual and heavenly ſtate ſhould be ſettled, and eſta- de 
bliſhed ; our natures and our actions regulated and IJ. 
ſanQified. 5 


14 The law of the wiſe from ſcripture, is a ſure 
undecaying fountain of happy life; leading to ge 
depart from the deceitful ſnares of eternal Þ| ;, 
death. Se WY En an 


Life and death. God's rules are tranſcribed from his 
own all perfect excellence. To obey them is to become 
at once noble and blefſed. Principles and motives of 

vice, require being varnithed, in order to deceive. Re. o 
ligion is a ſcience that dilates the heart, and fills it with 25 
god. like ſentiments; a ſcience which God only reveals to tio 
pure minds. K. | 


15 Good practical underſtanding * giveth fa- fu 
vour in the eyes of all ; but the way of wilful 
capricious tranſgreſſors is hard to endure, 1 


Fame. Known wile principles lead to what is both 
fafe and pleaſing. We are ſure where to find a perſon . 
who acts upon them. Axioms repeated often, evince I 
their importance, and ought deeply to affect. „ 
May the knowledge, C God, we have of thee, and of 
ourſelves, reconcile the reaſon of our minds to the neceſ- 
ſity of our duty, and be the effectual recommendation of 
it: that we may livereligiouſly,out of thefulleſt conviction fw 
and ſatisfaction, that everlaſting righteouſneſs is as ne- I} na 
ceſſary to us, as what is moſt natural and peculiar to fr. 
man. | | 


16 Every prudent man dealeth with previous | che 
knowledge, of what he is about to manage; f ett 
but a fool from ignorance, layeth open his folly I eſt 
lo contenipt and ridicule. FIT 5 25 


* Or ingenuous manners, Prov. xi, 3, 6. Deui. xx. 4. 4 


odious. Attend to 
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- Prudence and folly. It is an eſſential requiſite in pru- 
dence, to foreſee and avoid evils. Ignorance is froward. 
Though things need not be told either altogether, or all 
at once, yet ſtrict truth ſhould be obſerved, ch. xii. 23. 


A wicked, * flothful. or evil deſigning meſſen- 17 


ger falleth into miſchief: but a faithful exe- 
cuting ambaſſador, is ſure health bath to himſelf 
and others. | | 


' Meſſengers good and bad. Every degree of truſt re- 


quires attention, and honeſt diligence. Miſanderſtand- 


ing and ruptures come of unfaithfulneſs, and provoke all. 
concerned. Regular expected accompliſuments by in- 


feriors yield good healthful ſpirits." The mean of a na- 


tion's cure, will alſo be certain of its love. 


Poverty and ſhame ſhall be to him that re- 
fuſeth kind, ſeaſonable inſtruftion ; but he that 
regardeth reproof, rather than to live under 
error, ſhall be honoured at /a/. 
nſtrudion and. reproof. Honeſt poverty is reſpec- 


table. That from idleneſs and extravagance is 
ſecret warnings. "Fake with juſt 


3 


chaſtiſement. | e | 
The /awful earneſt defire accompliſhed is 
ſweet to the /abouring foul ; but it is abomi- 
nation to /luggardly riotous fools, to depart 
from ob/trudting evil. Oe ji el 


Deſire and diligence. All would be happy, but few | 


chooſe the ſober, righteous and godly way which lead- 
= to this. Habits of vice triumph over wiſe deſires 
often. TY EG 

Suffer us not, O Lord, to continue, and to increaſe 


* Or a lying meſſenger bringeth in to dealer, compare 


K 2 


18 


19 
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our incapacity for thee, by the practice of ſuch wicked. 9 
neſs as is inconſiſtent with thy nature and favour ; that I f. 
knowing where our true and only felicity doth conſiſt, 1 
we may [reaſon ourſelves out of love to thoſe ſenſual F 
gratifications, which are below the excellency of our 
being, and contrary to the proper exerciſe of our facul. 
wia, and uſe of ourſelves. 


He that walketh fandliarly with ile, vir. 1 
tuous men, ſhall be wiſe in time even as they © 
are; but a familiar“ companion of wick) 8 
fools, ſhall be broken to pieces and e 
with them. U 


Familiarr. A chief e for becoming good, ul 8 
to be intimate with thoſe whoſe preſence is a leflon ; and 
their diſcourſe much more. They who bear with evil 

at firſt will come to reliſh it. Friendſhip, the greateſt of T 
all felicities, is hard to be met with. Frailties Eher 5505 
it or diſturb its harmony. R. | Te 


Evil affliive circumſtance purſueth ne, 
ed ſinners; but to the unfeigned rightoous, 4 
good for beth wor lde fhall be repaid. 15 


Virtue and vice. Vnerpectedneſs doth greatly agers- 5 
vate trouble; and is the native produce of manifold t 
| crimes; The good of righteouſneſs: is large and con- 

ſtant, Pſal. xxxvü. 22, &c. Sinful pleaſures are mo- 
mentary, mixed. 


t. 

A good charitable man not — hath e b 

with 10 bo ſatisfy himſelf, but wery often leaveth an 1 
inheritance to his children's children ; and 

the il acquired wealth of the ſinner is 0 lefe 50 

Jrequently laid up for the juſt ſucceſſor. te 


Induſtriour economy. There is a bleſſing of hog in 
* Or, he that feedeth fools fhall be corrupted. H. 
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diligently purchaſed treaſures. Prodigal heirs do often. 
ſquander 3 ; whereas thoſe brought up under pious tuition 
know both how to live, and let live, Job xxvii. 16, &c. 
Poſterity is one of our chief objects, in whom we live 


482 in. 


101 


Much neceſſary food is in recompence of the 

ſcaſona de tillage of the poor: but“ there is 
that of lib fort is deſtroyed for want of judge- 
ment how and when to labour. 


 Taduftry with judgement. Dili gence and frugality, are 
the two hands of fortune. Some are born to more than 
they are able to keep. Idleneſs argues want of under- 


Randing: The rich ought to be God's faithful Rewards. 


He that from indulgence ſpareth his correctin 
rod hateth in e his own fon: but he that 


wiſely loveth him, chaſteneth him with mea- 


/ ure and betimes. 


Parental 8 It is 8 to begin children ear- 


ly to know and obey. Check the firſt appearances of 


evil, and encourage what is good. When underſtand- 


ing is weak, and ſenſitive detires ſtrong, there is moſt 


Ground muſt be cleaned in order 
Pro i 253 K. 


need of chaſtening. 
to become fruitful, 


The righteous eateth in 8 nit yet 
to the ſatisfying of his ſoul ; but the voracious 
belly of the * wicked, hall / Ne great 


want. 


Moderation of appetite. Petre and incomes ought to 
be proportioned. Honeſt induſtry lives in much con- 
tent; which is the trueſt happineſs, Eccl. xii. 13. It is 


r, there are ſome who, through /loth, are brought to. 
a, Prov. Xo 45 29. xi. 24 —xiii. 7. 25 


K 3 
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Chap. XIV: 


a ſublime e to fy all pleaſures, which mjure at "One 
both mind and body. - 


Above all things, O Lord, ſuffer not that which i is the 


degeneracy and vaſſalage of fin, to be choſen by us, as 
if it could afford any deſirable pleaſure, ſince thoſe de- 


ceitſul pleaſures end in torment, and ſuch a deluded life 
ends m 4 and deſtruction. 


4-4 4-4-4 A- 5-5 * 


CHAS X1V. 


VERY wife frugal woman buildeth her 
parts of a houſe ; but the foolith walter 


plucketh it down as with both her unnatural 
hands. 


Wives, good ad bad. Much depends upon obſerving re- 
lational duties. A wife's concern is chiefly domeſtic, 
Tit. it. 4, Kc. Mates ought to draw as in one yoke. 
What a terrible vice to riot and live with eaſe upon the 

ffeſn and blood of our own children. A chief regard 
ſhould be had to pious and moral qualities in ene of a 


Wit: . 


He that walketh i in his uprightneſs through 
life, giveth clear evidence that be feareth the 
Lord; but he that is perverſe in his ways, 
giveth no leſs ceriain evidence, that he Ts 
him at heart. 


Fear of the Lord. Devout principle i is the moſt equal, 
conſtant and ſtrong. They are ignorant of the world, 
who would reform the wicked without this regard. Ob- 
je&s of ſenſe require a powerful balance. Evil meaſures 
are var ious and uncertain. . Cuſtomary diſſolute beha- 
viour, demonſtrates an impious heart. 


a m. oa. Dd 


TV: 


Once 
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We have profamely neglected thee, 0 .God, and our- 
ſelves; not improving thoſe faculties thou didſt inveſt 


us with, nor uſing them in ſearch and inquiry after thee, - 
the author of our being and object of our happineſs. 


In the mouth of the profane fooliſh is a rod 


of pride *, to puniſh itſelf, but the lips of the 


pious wile ſhall preſerve them out of great miſ- 

Government of the tongue. Self-conceit neglects ſupe- 
riors, and tramples upon inferiors. Strife indulged is its 
own puniſhment. Lips exerciſed to charity, are moſt 
conciliating. Impious ſentiments darken the mind, 
deny conſolation to the heart, and are deſtructive to fo- 


ciety, Matth. xii. 23. 


Where no oxen are 1 labour, the crib is 
clean of food ; but much increaſe of that nece/- 
ſary ſupport, is by the well employed ſtrength of 


the ox. 


udiſiry. Means for working are eſſential to ſucceſs. 
The right order of them is a ſure ſign of thriving. 


What is moſt neceſſary even for the world, is firſt to be 
fought, Deut. xxiv. 6. Prov. xiu. 23. | 


A faithful witneſs, in any caſe, will not lie: 


but a familiarized falſe witneſs will utter hes in 


abundance, nor ſcruple them upon oath, 


Fiutb and lying. No temptation can be an excuſe for 


deviating from truth; the foundation of all gie, Eph. 
iv. 25. Prevailing national falſehood portends inſtant 


national ruin. Prevaricating upon oath is the height of 
abandonedneſs, and moſt difficult to repent of, Zech. v. 
3, Kc. Mal. iii. 5, &c. Be tender inipeaking. 


Some, for the excellent. H. 


i — — mn eine EL — —————— nernent — > — 


6 A profane ſcorner ſeeketh wifdom 1% ap. 
pearance and yet ſindeth it not; but beneficial ! 
| Knowledge. is eaſy unto him that under. 
ſtandeth he momentous nature of his own up- 


right defrre. e f 
| Uprightneſ and = Wray The ruling paſſion of a ſcof. : 
fer is to ſet aſide all common opinions and truths. The l 
worlt are gradually led to this, by the love of favourite ( 
vice, Pial. i. 1, 2. Evidence and argument are loſt up- 


on ſuch, Prov. ix. 8.—xiii. 1. Po incline well and be di- 
ligent, is in good meaſure to underſtand what is eſſential. 
Honeſt men take evidence as it is. Almighty God, rea- 
fon and nature, are with ſuch. Scepticiſm is a ſtate of 
difmal obſcurity. R, It Cas 6. guards: againſt ſatis. p 
factory ideas. 


7 Go uitl ſpeed from the preſence of a fooliſh || * 
ſpeaking man, when thou perceiveſt not in || ; 
him the lips of pure and uſeful knowledge. i 


 . Fooliſhneſs to be avoided. To offend againſt clear divine b 
will is the moſt ſhocking of all abſurdities. The peace- 
able and patient of advice, have a claim to familiar in- 


timacy. One who uſurps the whole of diſcourſe is an % 
unprofitable companion. Beware of the ſeductive above 
every other. Leave paſſion to ſoften and. cool. 7 
g The * wiſdom of chief defire with the 
prudent, is to underſtand his way of right and . 
uſeful behavicur ; but the folly of fools, 10 co. b. 
ver their guilt is certain deceit. . I 
Prudence and folly: Every. wile traveller will conſider + 
the road in which he walks; to prevent hurt and wan- 
dering. So religion weighs things as they are; and not th 
as evalive vice would have them. Stratagem mult: in a 


* Or, it is the wiſdom of a wiſe man, to brew himſelf 5 but 
it ic the fol of fools to deceive themſelves. H. 
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the end be obnoxious. All qualities and aclmnions 
natural ma * be made ſubſervient to the diſcovery of 
truth, and the exerciſe of virtue. R. 


 Impious * fools, more than every der. make a 
mock at threatened puniſhments againſt ſin ; but 
among the /aber diſpalſionate righteous, there. 
is mutual favour, and that of heaven which is 
en 


The afflited heart nn his own * 
neſs; and a ſtranger 0 what is hid from human 
view doth not neither intermeddle with his 


proſperous joy. 


Foy and forrow. Of real happineſs and miſery, by 
what is external, no fure judgement can be paſſed. The 
advantages of outward fortune ſometimes ſharpen the 
edge of ſorrow. Divided grizfs grow leſs, and joys in- 


creaſe. Virtue gives peace to the ſoul, in midſt of misfer- 
Extreme grief cannot be uttered, and ſhould 


tunes. R. 
be treated with much e 


The apparently eſtabliſbed hou ſe of the 
wicked {hall be overthrown in time ; but the 
frail tabernacle of the upright in RO? ſhall 
more and more ſlouriſh. 


Houſes eftaliifbed by wirtue. Tremble for forming i 
rities upon fraud, robbery and blood. A homely dwel- 
ling, which may be called one's own, is likeheft to be 
permanent. Ornamented bui often fall by their 
own weight, or by a ſecret curſe. They are obnoxious 


M Or, funers laugh a habeg but be the upright, 
there is mutual good quill, Or, ſinners concealing themſelves, 
enter into feigned friendſhips ; n * the uprights 
there 1s mutual good auill. 


IQ 


11 


JS - 
attention, ſeemeth right unto a man; but the 


13 


© often ſorrowful; and the end of that mirth is 
complicate heavineſs. 
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likewiſe to thoſe es Mabe! cruelly ſuffered from their 


erection. Prodigal heirs conſume, Job. v. 3, &c. 


There is a way which „from want of i ingenupus 


end thereof are 1% be numbered among the ſure 
ways of tremendous death for both worlds. 


8 Hdleceit. Appearances of good ruin the unwary. 
What we wiſh from treacherous appetite, to be reaſonable. 


and juſt, we too often believe to be ſo, Eccl. ix. 12. A 


near approach of death and judgement opens men's eyes. 


Practical errors are the moſt fatal of anf, John i il. 19.— 


vii. 24. 
Let not, 0 Lord, the ſuggeſtions of ſenſe, ROY the heats 
of paſſion, and the vicious cuſtoms of the world, and the 


falſe principles of unreaſonable men, deceive us into any 


dangerous miſtakes about our true bleſſedneſs; as if our 
purſuit of that were to be directed, not by the truth of 
things, and the deſigns of thee in our creation, but by 


the exorbitant motions of hiſt and humour, and by the 
arbitrary pleaſure of ourſelves. 


Even in mad riotous laughter, the heart is 


Fe aud 2 Joy. Alva of Jovialey Was * 
aſſumed by the ſons of vice, to betray others; and by 
way of ſelf-vindication. The principles of virtue are too 
deep laid, to be. entirely ejected. When vicious amuſe- 


ment is over, vengeful reflection ſucceeds. The wicked 


man is at once an idolater and an enemy of his own na- 


ture. R. When paſſions. are ſatisfied, then comes remorſe. 


We thank thee, gracious God, who haſt convinced us by 
the operations of our nature, that we have hearts greater 
than the world; and that we are made for what is more 
excellent; that as there is none upon earth that we can 
defire, in compariſon of thee, ſo there is none in heaven, 


c * 
1 * 8 
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but thou that makeſt mages and thr ee 


can make us ſo. i : 


The backſlider in ge „From right W 14 
4 conduct, thall be filled with he fad effects of 


his own evil ways; and a good fincere man, 
on the other hand, ſhall we n from. ülbun 
himſelf. 


Happineſs. They ſin with peculiar aggravations, who 
have had ſome former experience of that which is good. 
Horror and pain can be diverted from vice only for a 
while. What ſo great a feaſt as inward peace? Prov. i. 
31. Every hour fits eaſy u 5 379 a good man, who knows 
what to do. Who can ſufficiently: praiſe a. cool candid 


temper. An empire over paſſions and deſires is more 


glorious and ſatisfactory than the falſe luſtre of royalty N. 
By dependence upon thee, our God, and by obedience to 


thee, do thou refine and enlarge our faculties, which are 


appropriated unto thee! Make them fit for that em- 
ployment which is above ; and wherein the happineſs of 
all reaſonable beings doth conſiſt! 


The credulous ſimple believeth every Jpecious 
word, and is miſled by them to extreme hurt; but 
the prudent inquiring man looketh well to 
what affedts his religious and moral ' goings, and 


is ſafe. 


Prudence and n The proper ſphere of prudence 
is action, when caſes are difficult. Varying conduct is 
ſuſpicious; but what is inconſiſtent, moſt culpably weak 
and diſgraceful. Cautious procedure is a credit to both 
nature and profeſſion, Eph. v. 15. Quick and eaſy ap- 
plication of rules, argues common ſenſe, and is of more 
value than much literature. Faith ought ever to be 
proportioned to evidence. 


5 


* prudently wiſe man feareth fr {uations if 16 


N 
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| 
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| 
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danger and thus departeth from evil; but the 


weak raſh fool rageth at oppoſition to bis pleaſure, 


and is conhdent that no harm can befal till mi. 
1 undeceives him. 


Cool and hafty temper. Caution 1 is a proof of diſcern. 
ment, whereas ignorance and perverſity are dangerouſly 
raſh, Prov. xxviii. 14. Hearken to advice, rather than 
to inclination. Years of repentance ſometimes make 
not up for one blind paſſionate hour. Youth is moſt 
in danger. Sovereign reaſon ought ever to be the rule 
of will, R; and that the ROT our concerns are. 


i He that is ſoon angry, from either real or 
fuppoſed injuries, dealeth fooliſhly; and a man 


of more ſecret ſullen wicked devices 1 is as Much 
| hated as the other expoſeth himſelf.” | 


Anger and malice. | To govern wrath is a chief point 
of religion, and eſſential to happineſs. Speedy reſent- 
ment both ſays and does often what is ridiculous ; and 
who can ſtand before deep pre-meditating malice { ? De- 
liberate revenge is the guilr of a little ſoul, and uſually 
fruſtrates its own end. Such have few friends, and 
muſt loſe many good offices. An open rs 18 ae 
N Onney with a il one. ; 


The ignorant ſimple, fram frequent „ uncle 
would ſeem to inherit folly; but the foreſeeing 
thoughtfut prudent are crowned with various 
Io: effects of their own knowledge. BE 


Tue prudent and ſimple. "Thoſe who. chooſe i orance 
from careleſsneſs, muſt ſuffer. Even plain uſe } princi- 
ples and rules are hid from them, Prov. xxili. 23. Hu- 
man faculties unexerciſed will diminiſh. The nobleſt 
luſtre of our rational nature 1s "il virtue. Weak 
minds are ever in PACertayntFs R. 
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The evil in common, bow down before the good; 
100 the wicked, much contrary to their wills, do 
wait as ſuppliants at the gates of the righteous. 


"Hamel and Same. N is a natural and often. 
an immediate effect of well uſed underſtanding. Such 
become neceſſary to the public when it wearies of others. 
The proper boaſt of rank and truſt is good behaviour. 
Multiplying evil acts brings on diſgraceful ruin. An 


Wut manner makes many friends, Eſth. Vai 6, Fe 


The poor is 05 frequently hated, even of his 
own door-neighbaur, only becauſe he ts poor 
but the rich, be he ever ſo worthleſs, hath Juft 
as often many baſe flattering friends. 


| Riches and poverty. Conditions of nearly equal want, 
ſhould lead to mutual ſympathy. 
mott felt, there is often leaſt compaſſion. Preſent intereſt 
with ſuch is their chief aſſociating motive. 
define of uſefulneſs ſhould go together. 


He that deſpiſeth his aflidted neighbour, 
ſinneth himſelf to ſure puniſhment ; but he that 


' hath mercy on the mijer able poor, happy Is 


he in his diſpoſition, in his exerc ie, and in his 


renate recompences. 


Mercy. Not to aid want is to deſpiſe, hi ii. 13, &c. 
Get as ſoon over che firſt difficulty of giving as poſſible. 


A generous joyous habit, is the N prerogative of 


outward diſtinction. May none o 


our pleaſures taſte, 
till this is experimentally known. 


We bleſs thee, O our God, for the ſecret evinciple of 


divine truth, which controuls all wickedneſs from with- 
in; and which we can neither prevent, nor ſuppreſs ! 
Enable us ſucceſsfully to accompliſh the deſigns of thee, 
who art of purer eyes than to behold- iniquity, againt 
the impreſſions of ſenſe, the violence of paſſion and the 
cuſtoms of nt | 

L 


Yet where miſery is 


Riches and 


* 


24 


| 
| 
| 
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22 Do they not exceedingly err againſt their own 
enjoyment, that deviſe evil 1% others? But“ nie 
the ineffable delights of pure communicative mer. | 
cy and truth ſhall be to them that deviſe ſſh 
even more good than their hand can do. oy bi 


Mercy. Compaſſi on is natural to the uncorrupted 
Beneficence therefore muſt be a ſound bleſſing. To 
plot hurt and ruin, is the temper of miſerable hell. Such de 
as lay miſchievous ſnares, are frequently caught 1 in them. pu 
The ſublime of generoſity, is liberal deviſement, Iſa. Ec 
xxxii. 8, &c. And of bleſſedneſs likewiſe. Even the up 
modeſt and timorous dare apply to them. Employ 7 
thought, where power is wanting. 


23 In all Honeſt labour, there is ſure permanent far 
profit; but the mere talk of the lips pon in- ha 
portant things tendeth only to certain W he 
penury. 


Labour and ſpeaking. Moſt lawful callings are Gus | as 
cient to reward the diligent. High talk about buſineſs I fir 


can never excuſe indolence. Beggary and boaſting are go 
near a-kin. It is good to ſave the time, which others mi 
loſe in vain ſpeeches, Eccl. i. 3, 4. Prov. x. 19. wi 


24 The crown of the /aborious wiſe, even for | 
this world, is their hone/tly acquired riches; ||| ha 
but what indicates to all the fooliſhneſs of fr. 
/luggard fools, is the Jad viſible and long con- m 
linued ejects of their folly. 


Riches and poverty. Wealth gives influence and ex- eq 
tenſive power to be uſeful. Such too, are apt to be try 
obſerved and imitated. They are dreadful to vice, to 
when veſted with authority. A conſpicuous fool is 


* Rather ſince. H. 
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painful to hear of; ai ſtill more to ſee. People are 
nich, nccordmy to the uſe they make of wealth. 


A true. witneſs delivereth ſouls from trouble ; 2 
but a deceitful witneſs * ſpeaketh. di/tre//ing 
Reg, 


True and falſe witneſſmg. N to and up in his 
defence of truth and right is bliſsful to the innocent, and 
public at large. To. preſerve credit is to preſerve fe. 
Equivocal expreſſions" in witnefling is falſehood; and 

_ oath is PIT Mal. iii. 5. Eph. iv. 25. 


In the well eftabli iſhed fear of the Lord, by 26 


devout acts, is a ſtrong ground of confidence 


for ſucceſs; and his children after him, ſhall 


have a place of refuge in the friendſhip of both 
heaven! and —_— 


Religion pro ofitable. Slavi jb 1 caſteth out all 3 
dence; whereas that which is #/al, rejoiceth and maketh 
ſtrong, Job xxxi. 23. Piety is a ſteadfaſt principle of 
good; and leads to bleſſed hope. Godly parents tranſ- 
mit both their excellencies and delights. Such increaſe 


with their being oppoſed. 'R. 
The fear of the Lord is a ſure l of 27 


happineſs through life; to depart in particular 
from the ſnares of the wicked, me to pre- 
mature death. 


Religion and happineſs. Nothing refreſhes or abides 
equal to devout content. Fear weighs attentively the 
true nat ure and value of objects No temporal evil kl 
to be compared with the diſpleaſure of heaven. 

We bleſs thee, O God, for that religious ſociety on 
earth, which prepares us for the bleſſed ſociety in bea- 


* Or breathes out. 
L 2 


29 
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ven; and that thoſe actions which are made by zature 


; reaſonable, are made by Chr, i/tianity religious. 
+ 


In the multitude of well governed oral 
is the king's /afe honour; bur in the want of 
ſuch people is the cerlein deſtruction of the 
—_— and prince himſelf. 


Publ happineſs and miſery. The APY, of ſubjecds 
ought ever to be the end of rule. Arbitrary enſlaving 
meaſures are not tolerable, Rom. xiii. 4. Loſs of love 
ſoon ends in murmurs and rebellion. Mutual re ard 
is a ſtrong indiſſoluble bond. HAPPY land whoſe OVe- 
reignty is limited by law. 


He that is flow to wrath, and ts its impu 1405 
is of great beneficial underſtanding ; but he 
that is haſty of ſpirit, exalteth 20e 2 9 
v ift ble procedure to all. 


Anger. Believe not whe firſt e "+ Shat 
would irritate; but attend to probable alleviating eir- 
cumſtances. Peace is preferable to various outward ad- 
vantages. The credit of a wiſe man rarely accompanies 
one who deals in proud wrath. "IF cannot "ul hide 


their ſhame. 


30 


A found benevolent heart is the 3 life 
of the fleſh; but grudging envy of what doth 


profit * TE is like the incurable rotteneſß 


which has penetrated to the very bon es. 


. and envy. Self. overnment, * one "of 
good bodily conſtitution, is full of eaſe. To rejoice 


with others in their goods is a true charitable frame, for 


alleviating human ills ; whereas malicious envy ſearce 
admits. a cure. How dreadful to pine at proſperous 
worth; and live upon their wretchedneſs! To be, and 
to do good, i is the way to be avenged of them. Calum- 


eng NE PND 1s: 


nies deat the ſure exiſtence of envy. A good con- 
ſcience with the joy of beneficence are N 


Prov. xv. 13. 


- He that, by Almen m as N the 31 
known poor, reproacheth his vie maker; but 
he that honoureth him, who allots ſuch heavy 
trials, hath ſubſtantial relieving N on the 


er fu erer. 


| Beneficence and cruelty: The leſs able any one is to re- 
fit, the more baſe and cowardly is it to injure. Supe- 
riors are made to reward thoſe who accommodate them. 
Oppreſſors fight with power, that will one day be an 
overmatch for them, Jam. v. 1, &c. Pitying /beneft- 
cence; is as in the ſtead of heaven to the indigent ; and 
cannot” fail of an adequate reward. Cruelty diffuſes: 
every Where. hatred and diſcord,. and the helliſh _ 
hons. R. 


The wicked * i is driven away from all re- 32 
e, by dying in his wickedneſs; but the 


fincere humble ri Us: hath aten as 


in agonies of. his death. 


| Deaths of the good and bad. What OS * life amuſes 
the impenitent vicious, will not do ſo at laſt. The ap- 
prehenſion of future puniſhment, leaves them comfortleſs- 
and diſtracted. Then conſcience is eſtabliſned in full 
power; and as their juſt fear of God's wrath is, ſo is their- 
torture. Divine aſſurances. never fail, Pſal. xxiii. 4... 

Suffer us not, O Lord, to deſiſt from the ſtudy of wiſ- 
dom, till we become wilh unto ſalvation; or from the 
practice of holineſs, till we ſee thee in glory ; ; that by the. 
ſympathy there will then be between our faculties, and. 
our religion, we may be accompliſhed, and PO for 
an ROY future bliſs. | 


OY * Or finketh under his calamity. . 
1 85 L 3 


33 


34 


114 PROVERBS. Chap.” XIV. 


Wiſdom refteth /i/ent in the heart of him 
that hath good underſtanding, till there is d 
proper time to ſpeak; but that ſmall portion 
thereof which is in the midſt of fools is in- 


properly made known, and ferves by 1515 means. 


to expoſe them. 


| Speaking i in ſeaſon. True wiſdom thinks of uſe, and; not 


pride of oſtentation. Some have only a few ſele& ſub. 
jects and anecdotes, which 98x inceſſantly broach, and 


Wear out people. Succeſs 2 deſigns _— often 


upon previous wiſe counſel and ſecrecy. 


' The prevalence of righteouſneſs among all 


. ranks exalteth the reputation, and power, and 


35 


grandeur Fa nation; but fin much increaſed 
is a ruining reproach to any people. a 


National proſperity. Social virtues are inſeparable en 
ſocial ſtrength ; whereas, general vice is ſure deſtruction. 
Much depends upon the impartial executing of well 


formed laws, Jer. xvii. 8. Valour, conqueſt, urg 


anarchy, is the fatal common circle. 
Cauſe us, O good God, by ſuch converſe as truth 155 
juſtice, as knowledge and wiſdom make ſafe and de- 
lightful, to enjoy others, and to enjoy ourſelves ; to com- 
municate to, and receive to the tranſcendent mutual 
comfort, and ſatisfaction of the whole. | 


þ 


The good king' s favour is town a wiſe 
behaving * ſervant ; but his % wrath. is 


againſt him that by his wicked eg 


cauſeth public ſhame. 


Faveur and ral of „ In: the body bolt tic, as in 
the natural, each member ſhould contribute ſomething to 
the « common life. R. . 5 ranks * to 


* 0 minifter. Ii. . i 


Chap. XV. PROVERBS. - 5 


be preſerved ; without expoſing the nobler to envy, or the 
meaner tO contempt. R. F love! is due from n 
Pal. ci. r, &. | 


; ; 25 * 2 27 ; . vo 
44 {00-4 ES ded deep deed: wb 


vw 2 Cc H A P. XV. 
JN the caſe of threatening conte/t, 2. ſoft an- 1 


ſwer given turneth away wrath; but 
grievous exaſperating words ſtir up anger 2 
the height of rage. N 


Sen and grievous words. From inadvertent * or 
the tongue, even good people may be miſtaken, Jam. iii. 
1, &c. Some have diabolical pleaſure in fomenting and 
perpetuating quarrels. Small beginnings often ile in 
dreadful retaliations. Even truths and truſts of ſecrecy 
are little regarded at the time. Wrath and weakneſs of 
mind are uſually conjoined. Conqueſt over . is 
1 1 Pet. ii. 20, &c.—iii. ws &c. 


8 


- The tongue of the wiſe uſeth knowledge 1 
in in ſeaſon, and aright ; ; but the mouth of 74/5 
fools poureth out in abundance words 5 fooliſh- 
maße leading to miſchiefs. e 


Dood and bad uy of the 8 Wiſdom is the applica- | 
tion of knowledge. Occaſions and circumitances prove 
the man of real underſtanding. The more he is known, 
the more he is ſought aſter. Say nothing 1 
to a virtuous character, Jam. i. 19, Kc. Col. iv. 6. 


The eyes of the Lord are in every place, 3 


N „Or giveth grace to their ns Nan. xi. 5. Gen. : 
«lx. 15. . 
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God omniſcient and impartial. A deep ſenſe of 5" 8 in- 
ſpection is a ſure principle of univerſal virtue, Pal, 
XXXvi. I, &c.—cxxxix. 1, &e. He fees and will judge 
of what is moſt ſecret. Bitter afflictions are not hid 
from him. 


A whateſome tongue ever - aiming at od 


is, for feweetneſ5 and benefit, as * a tree of life: 


but perverſeneſs therein is a /ure4 breach in 
the /elf enjoying ſpirit. 


Management of diſcourſe. A perk in health feels eaſy, 
equal and uſefully communicative; ſo the face of a kind 
ſpeaker ſhines, and their remembrance is felt: 
ſhade as a covering from blaſts. Breaches of friendſhip 
are made by bad tongues. In converſation, each perſon, 


as in commerce, ſhould be allowed to furniſh ſomething* 4 


of his own. R. Happy they, who reduce every thing 
to ſimple principles and throw, by this means, light i 
obſcure points. R. 


A vain wicked foal deſpiſeth even v bis fa- 
ther s gentle inſtruction; but he that regard- 
eth reproof itſelf, however painful at the FM, 1s 

iluArioufly prudent. | 4 


Infrudicn and 4 57. There is little. . of thoſe 
who would walk, when weakeſt, without a ſupport: 
Special #ruft is due to authority, experience and love. 
Reproach and ruin convince too late. Succeſs is the 
ordinary child of prudence. Strong paſſions blind even 
ta natural underſtandings. R. 


In the houſe of the righteous is much 


* Or, the tree of life. HM. 7. Or ile e blaſt 
Is xx vii. 8 Jer. i iv. 6. Zepb. i. 10. 


Chap. xv. 


beholding g the evil, zo avenge their impenitent 
_ guilt, and the good on purpoſe to reward FO 


They 


Chap. XV. © PROVERBS. 1 
comfortably enjoyed treaſure; but in the i ac- 


quired revenues of the wicked. however abun- 
dant, is Heart: felt trouble. 


Hone 9% and il acguired evealth. The power af. lawful 
riches is both great and laſting, Deut. xxviii. 17. Con- 
tentment is treaſure. The | ſight of criminal purchaſes 
is grievous, Hag. i. 6. Prov. *. 2. 

May we, O Lord, under theſe convictions, be ever able 
to recommend our ſouls and bodies into thy hands; that 
whether we wake or ſleep, live or die, we may be ever 
with thee, ſecure of * favour, and bleſſed 9 8 ar ve 
reſemblances! 


The lips of the generous wiſe diſperſe uſe ul 7 
knowledge ; but the contracted heart of the 


fooltth doeth not ſo profit others. bo 


ok ful ſpeech. To. improve ' multitudes: Fields: Sa 
delight. Want of power is a misfortune ; but to hurt 
with it is helliſh. The ſame things repeated may 
charm from newneſs of manner. R. leaſures of con- 
verſation cement love. t 


The facrifice od prayer of the eme 8 
wicked is. abomination to the Lord; but 
the prayer of the obedient n is s his peru- 
lar delight. | 


True and falſe devotion. To evade by irreli igi ious 8 


the ſubſtantials of religion i is, and ever muſt be, deteſtable, | 
Mic. vi. 6, &c. Ia. i. 11, &c. It is worſe than. vain. to 


flatter omni/cience. The beſt returns of prayer are in; 


creaſe of virtues. God. underſtands mute langua 
fs than words. R. How ſublime. A N is aden ; 
implicity. R. 


The falſe, unjuſt, hat way of the a 1 
is an abomination unto che pure, e 


IO 
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impreſſed the image of the father 9 


12 
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Chap. XV. 
Lord: but he loveth him unalterably 
followeth Hard after FAY find 'Y FIR RICOUS 
neſs. 


that 


Ia Winks! and vice, A good conſcience; and the favour of 
Cod, is like a well of life. Purpoſes and actions habitual 
are a man's way. Thoſe of the wicked are politic at beſt. 
Love of holineſs leads to eminent progreſſes, Phil. iti. 14, 
Matth. v. 6. Morality and good policy do OY 
fupport and fortify. 15 

Suffer us not, O gracious God, to ſeek for contentment 
in ſuch poſſeſſions as are worldly ; but in the employ: 
ment of our higher faculties about thee, upon which' is 
Y ſpirits, and which 


have a ſpecial reſerve for thee, and itableneſs to thee ! 


Even mild correction is grievous to him 
that forſaketh knowingly the good way; and 
he that altogether hateth reproof, mall die 
under wretched guilt. 


TEA 


—— Aw 


- Reproof. Conſcious nei iods atk; makes the rebules 
of a friend odious. Such wicked are often early cut off, 
They muſt be. honeſt and brave, who abide by truth. R. 


Dark * hell itſelf and deſtruction, which lead? 
10 it, are full before the Lord; how much more 
then the mo# concealed hearts of the children 
of men ? | 5 

Divine omniſcience. An ever. 90 geiry muſt be all 
8 Pſal. cxxxix. 7, &c. Job xxvi. 6. It is the 
Hence God that ſupports all his works, Jer. xvii. 10. 
x Cor. iv. 5, &c. 
Leave defence to ſovereign reaſon. R 


A ſcorner of good loveth not one that. re. 


* 1 


*' Or the graue. 
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Chap. XV. 
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proveth him ever ſo ju/tly 5 neither will he 
go unto. the wile, for ſuch reaſon, if poſſible. 


Raug. Habits of evil darken the mind; and har- 
den the heart. 
claimable ſymptom ; and often terminates in mean ſu- 
perſtition, - 

. We: confeſs, O Log God, who ſe: ec the; hearts, 
and trieſt the reins, and knoweſt what is in man, that we 
have ſinned againſt thee, contrary to gratitude and con- 
ſcience ; and by long cuſtom enſlaved ourſelves Suffer 
us not to add ſtupifying opinions, that would lead us to 


expect a change to be wrought by thee in our laſt mo- 


ments, which is a work of time, and the e exerciſe 
of our faculties ! 


A merry heart, Sw 7 ncere «anne ma 
a cheerful captivating countenance: but by 
ſorrow of heart, ander ſenſe of guilt, the Ipi- 
nit is broken 10 the clouding of pleaſant leoks. 


Cheerfulneſs and 3 Body and mind do ſenſibly 
alfect each other. Virtuous joy forgets flight affliction. 
Carnal mirth adds to diſeaſe and wretchedneſs. 
daſtardly and enfeebling, Prov. xiv. 32.—xzviii. 1. 

Bleſed God, when we ſhall attain to the reſurrection 15 
the juſt, may we be clothed with bodies which are ſpi- 
ritual z and behold this world reduced to aſhes without 
regret : knowing that we have a far better ſtate which 


never can be changed, and an houſe not made with hands, 


eternal in the heavens. 


The heart of him that hath 
ſtanding 
knowledge: but the mouth of fools, out of a 
vain corrupted ſtate, feedeth upon effects My ex- 
eme peſtive fooliſhneſs. 


Sound knowledge. What a foul deli ghts in becomes 
an object of chief purſuit. The man of En anc is 


To droll with things facred is an irre- 


It is 


g unde 
ſeeketh cloſe after found pradtic al 


13 


4 


15 


ts 
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Glent before thoſe who are able and willing to inſtruck; 
whereas the wicked are fond of corrupting error. Inſig. 
nificant diſcourſe itſelf is odious. The mind ſhould be 


habituated to diſcover eſſential truth. R. Some adopt 


all vulgar opinions as principles, in order to e re · 
ligion, and make it ſeem monſtrous. 'R. 

Grant, O merciful God, that when we ſhall appear he; 
fore thy tribunal, to receive our final ſentence, and our 
eternal portion, we may be found in full reconciliation 
with thy nature and will; and be able to lift up our 
heads with joy before the face of the father of our ſpirits, 
knowing that our redemption from ſin and miſery is ful- 


filled: and that we ſhall be ever inn God, to be de 


unſpeakably bleſſed. 


All the days of the afied, For means 5 
tranſgreſſion, are evil; but he that is of a 
righteous merry W hath a | continual re 


feaſt. 


. goof and bad. An anxious | difiruſtful t tem 
per muſt be miſerable, Matth. vi. 34. Prudent fore- 
ſight may prevent and alleviate troubles, Phil. iv. 8, 7. 
There is no order in vice. | 


When thoſe frail and mortal bodies, 0 God; that Solas | 


and turn into duſt, may our ſouls aſcend with the greateſt 
ardours of divine love to thoſe regions of holineſs 
where pure and heavenly minds find the moſt agreeable 
company and employment ; and where there is nothing 
to: diſturb their repoſe, or to ge their I ma 
for ever. 


Better is à little ab lone with the 7 
fear of the Lord, than great treaſure and 
trouble of mind therew ith. ä | 


© Religion and happineſs. Sound compoſin g principles 
and manners yield an equal and abiding joy. If pure 
devotion be wanting probity fails of courle, Pial. xxxvü. 
16. Under 9 appearances there is often tors di- 


pm > wp wa. A 


ſcraction contracting deſires is the way to become rich. 
It is eafier to live without wealth, than te improve it 


properly. A little of God will do what the world with- 
out him cannot. The beſt worfltip is a ſolemn vowi for 
ever to love virtue. | | : 


Grant, O God; that we may be of that happy company, 
who ſhall follow their triumphant Lord and Saviour, with 
ſongs of gratitude and extacy into thoſe maniions- where 
they ſhall keep an eternal ſabbath ; and where God 


is for ever glorified and adored of all thoſe that have be- 


lieved in him, to the ſaving of their fouls: 


Better is a dinner of plain herbs, where mu- 


tual unſeigned love is; than a ſtalled ox, in 


various forms of food, and jarring hatred there- 
with. 5 N 


— «. 


molt any thing good, Prov. xxiii. 6, &c. Job xxxi. 6, &c. 


The profeſſions of infincere minds are hateful. True 
love doth eminently ſweeten domeſtic life, Pfal. cxxxui. 
Fhis is put into-every perſons power. No affluence can 
make up for the want of engaging” looks and deeds, Pal. 
Iv. 1a, &c. 5 . | _ 


A peeviſh. wrathful man ſtirretk up ſtrife: 


but he that is flow to anger is peareable hin- 


elf, and. eaſeth ſtrife: to the utmult. 
app 3 | 


| Peaceableneſs and wrath, Quick incautious terhpers 
do widen differences from. mere trifless Outward. ſigns 
of diſpleaſure ſhould. be well weighed, Prov. xv. I. 
Matth. v. 5,9. Contention is a chief plague in human 
life. True politeneſs. excludes at the ſame time inſenſi- 
bility, and too. muchiearne/tneſe.. It forgets /e{f in order to 
ſeck what. may be agreeable to others. R. Wrath in» 


jures health, 


_ The way of the ſlothful man is. as amon 


Chap- xv. PROVERBS. 1. 


— 


ve 


TEL 


| an e 
croppings. from. an. hedge of thorns: but. the 


: 
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— 


way of the diligent righteous i is made up to 


honour, and plain. | 


Diligence and /loth. The indolent 0 def pair and give 


over. At beſt they creep as through brambles. Ho- 


20 


21 


fort even of his tender indulgent mother. 


neſt action is a chief part of duty; and does not eaſily 
take fright. His work becomes not only practicable, 
but pleaſant. Let zeal be ever-proportioned to the va- 
lue of things. te DTS Fg; » 11 


A wiſe obedient ſon maketh a glad father: 


but a fooliſh refractory man deſpiſeth % com 


Filial duty. Crticude ought to be warm and nga 


fant, chap. x. 1. ; Underſtanding without good works 


is worſe than none. Parental joy from the honour and 
uſefulneſs of children is not to be expreſſed. ' Moral ex- 


. cellence is a ſtriking beauty. To hve againſt early good 


education brings gray hairs with ſorrow to the grave. 


Vicked prevailing folly in the world is joy to 


him that is deſtitute of ſound wiſdom, and 


pled for his own excuſe ; but a man of real un- 
derſtanding, in the face of ſuch oppoſition, walk- | 


eth uprightly 2 the end. 


„ 


 Uprightneſs and folly. To take pleuſure i in thoſe 1 8 ; 
tranſgreſs is extreme vice. Sincere virtue excepts 


againſt no part of duty. 


Moft Blfſed God, the Creator of all things, and the au- 


thor of all good, help us to remember and ſhew_ our- 


ſelves men! Being made for the imitation of thee, in 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs, may we cheerfully ren- 


der that homage and glory, to thy moſt gracious pater- 


nal indulgence ; upon the continuance whereof we can 


expect any enjoyment and mercy whatever! 


7 i T 


Without previous counſel, from men of” fy 
perience and folid Juagement, even great purpoſes 


Chap. XV. PROVERBS. ns 


are often diſappointed ; but in the multitude 


of ſuch counſellors, they are eſtabliſhed. 


 - Counſel. Raſhneſs is &ver hazardous. Tt is no excuſe 


for want of ſucceſs, to ſay, we did not think and adviſe. 
Some diſappointments are not to be helped, Prov. xi. 7. 


A man hath joy, by the ſuitable anſwer of 23 
his mouth: and a word ſpoken in due ſea- 


ſon, how extenſively good is it? 


_ Seaſonable words. It is every one's duty, to ſeek advice, 


when they have opportunity and power. . Likewiſe, to 


give. What an immediate ſatisfaction to be acting upon 
the fide of right! Truth at once enlightens and in- 
flames. K | ”_ 


The way of happy life is above mere animal 
demands to the wiſe: that he may * depart 
from ſnares which lead to the pit of hell be- 
neath: e 
- Rational and animal living. ere to happineſs, in 
the way of perfection, is the chief end of life. Wicked 
men take up with mere ſhadows of good. Bodily enjoy- 
ment, without that of the ſpirit, is degrading ruinous. 
The objects of religion are high and noble. They lead 
to reſemble him who is the S and only Potentate. 


% 


Death and the grave are juſt emblems of wretchedneſs, 


Ifa. xiv. 9, &c. Virtue can be fully rewarded only in 
heaven. Lx... 4 

Teach us, O Lord, to conſider what the ſpecial nature, 
employment and ſatisfaction of reaſonable ſpirits are; 
and in compariſon to which thoſe of bodies upon which 
we now dote, are no more than manſions, in which our 
ſpirits dwell, and inſtruments which they uſe! Make us 
mindful, that all we can ſuffer or enjoy is in our ſouls, 


which are ourſelves; and that according as theſe are af. 


* Or turn his back. H. 
M 2 


24 


| bY 


ruling all thoſe violences of paſſion, and all thoſe vicious 
inclinations, by which we are tempted to fin and periſh ! 


27 
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tefted, ſo we are pleaſed, or rene. ſo we Joy or . 


row, ſo we live or die for ever. 


The Lord will tear up, and utterly deſtroy 


tbe houſe of the proud opprefſor, be it ever fo 


5 but he will borb extend and eſta- 
bliſh the . border of the much leaſed + widow 
by him. 


Proud- oppreſſion. Haughtinefs Som eser is by 
E 


far too common. They who live in luxurious e 
ſarm become cruel frangers to the ſuſſerings of others, 
Ezek. xvi. 49. Am. vi. 3. Tears make a loud cry for 
ſevere vengeance, Exod. xxii. 22. 

May we have a firm belief of what ſhall be hereakter, 


O righteous God, that it may have a continual and pow. 


erful influence vpon us, for the balancing and over- 


The thoughts of the wicked lead to words 
which are an abomination to the Lord; but 


the words of the pure mind and bears are 


pleaſant profitable words. 


. Thoughts and ard. They who ſhut out Cod, fk 
their minds, make ſure eaſy way for what contradicts 
his holy nature and will. Words do natively iſſue from 
an inward habit. Devout kindneſſes are highly orna- 

3 The ſmalleſt allowed deſire, contrary to God's 


order, 52 tranſgreſſion on his rights. R. He is delicate 


in tris love, and cannot fuffer a divided heart. R. 


He that is /e greedy of gain, as 10 ſet aide 
the poor from is right, troubleth his own 


houſe in the end,; but he 1 Razer and ſpur n- 
* Or landmark, Deut. xix. 14. Ex. xxiii. 3 1. H. 


F Peculiarly calgmitaus, aud put for every other in want. 


— 
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eth the off of bribing gifts, ſhall live long ane 
. 


Avarice. Every fort and degree of covetouſneſs, by 


diturbative. The joyous, in themſelves, diffuſe like 
feelings among others. He who robs is in perpetual 
danger from diſcovery. A premature death often fruſ- 
trates the end of all their endeavours, Hab. ii. 9, &c.. 
Giving and receiving bribes is accumulated baſeneſs, 


cheap xi. 17, 29: 
The heart of the righteous ſtudieth to an- 
ſwer beneficially; but the mouth of the an- 


thinking froward wicked poureth out at all Ha- 


zards evil things. 


| Hearts good and bad. Religious deliberation ſpeaks to 
purpoſe, Pfal. xxxvii. 30, 31. Things ill timed, — 
juſt and true, may thereby become evil. 


The Lord is as one far from the wicked 
man's petition ; but he heareth with acceptance 
the humble ingenuous prayer of the righteous. 


Prayer. Between God's eſſential and comforting pre- 


fence, there is a wide difference. The wicked do not 


pray in effect; but ſpeak and diſſemble. Even bad 
natures will Fro” under trouble, though. without hope. 
Divine homage fits for the contemplation: of truth. R. 
Each man is then made better for his devotions, when 


he lives more ſoberly, righteouſſy and godly by them. 
There is a cloſe connection between that religious wor/bip. 


which is ſincere, and that religious obedience which is neceſ- 


1; Pfal. xxxiv. 13, &c. 


ake it our delight, O Lord; in religious exerciſes, ſo: 
to contemplate: thy divine holineſs, as that we may gain 


ſuch reſemblances, as will diſtinguiſh our ſpirits for thoſe 


whom thou wilt own, and delight in for ever! 


The light of what is agrecable to the eyes 
M 3. 


29 


30 


31 


32 
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rejoiceth the pious benevolent heart; and a 
good report to any one's advantage maketh the 
bones as it were feem fat and ftrong. 


Pious and charitable | joy. A ſenſe of divine 8 is 


ſrreeter than light itſelf, Plal. iv. 6. That of men like 


God comes nigheſt to this. Look above the creature to 
the Creator, and be bleſſed. What is moſt 0 is 


not ſufficiently admired, becauſe common. R. 


The car that patiently heareth the reproof 
of ſound judgement leading to life abideth in 


alaſe fellowyhip among the wiſe. 


Reproof, and good company. To adviſe and be adviſed 
mark the character of true friendſhip. They mutually 
encourage. (Good converſation poliſhes the young. 

Let not the difficulties we may meet with, O God, in 


_ performing our duty of repentance, and renewing our 


obedience from the effect of former unreaſonable and un- 
natural uſe of ourſelves, ever diſcourage our reſolution ! 


He that refuſeth inſtruction, 70 currett colicr 
has been amiſs, deſpiſeth the profits of his own 


' dou}, but he that abediently heareth juſt re- 


33 


proof getteth more underſtanding than ever. 


Wiſdom and ignorance. The unwilling to learn hokd 


their trueſt happineſs cheap, and mult /periſh. Words 
of the wiſe are as goads and nails &ilfully applied, 


Eccl. xii. 11. At one vine the xredulans are algo. | 


at another, free-thinkers. K. 
The humble fear of the Lord is the princi- 


pal inſtruction of true wiſdom : and before 


exalting honour is Juch devout Jabenigeee, hu- 
mility. 


 Piety and humility Sound morals, and credit, 8⁰ to- 


S 


a Woe a 


to- 


Chap. XVI. 7 PROVERBS, 1 29 
griber, Devotion is the fapport of both. Modefty 


eads to conceal talents, or to diſcover them with much 


difidence. R. God rarely fails to punith an inſatiable 
thirſt of dominion. R. 


Make us bappy, by communion with thee, our * 
glorious, and gracious Lord, by the rectitude of our nature, 
and by the habits of righteouſneſs, which are the ſtate: of 


religion in us, that we may experience PUT ney to be 
our provnnye ! | 


44 8 — dupe 
0 E XVI. 


HE preparations for diſpoſing well of the . 
heart in man, and the /wtable anſwer 


of the tongue lhewiſe, is from the pioufly ac- 


knowledged Lord. 
| Heart and tongue. A ſenſe of a onght $0 be im- 


proved by means of his own appointment. Even the 
commoneſt operations of life cannot perform without 


him, Acts «vii. 28. He can overawe the eloquent, and 
lift up the modeſt to bold beneficial utterance. Up- 
right dependent endeavours will not be allowed 

to err. Human underſtanding alone dan . om 


to anne of divine 2 R. 


All the ways of a man, from ſelf . a 
are apt to appear clean in his own eyes: but 


the ontmiſcient Lord N the 3 Ro 
of 7 the ſpirits, 5 


Self-deceit. Moſt ok look _ to 8 fair fide of 
their own characters. Divine Judgement reaches both 
principle and affection, 1 Cor. iv. J. Pfal. xix. 12. 
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Love of truth is a chief bond ** union among the reli. 
gious. R Men are often more tenaciqus of their own + 


inventions, than of clear divine appointments, 8 


xv. 9. Self love ſeduces, and falſe * dazzles. R. 


Often and deliberately commit thy dh: 
unto the Lord; and thy 40 ning.” ie 
ſhall be well eſtabliſhed. 


Prayer. Impious pride, of all =", was not TO 


for man. 
yours, is the way to avoid ſolicitude, Pfal. xxxv. 5, &c. 


Phil. iv. 6. He is willing to aid, but not to d force free in- 


telligences. R Love is that worſhip which is moſt. 
worthy of him. R. This he requires for the good of his 
creatures. In prayer we adore divine authority, juſtify 


his laws, and put our conſciences under a diſtinct 9 : 


tion to duty. 


The Lord pack 4 made all. 8 for the 


di iſplay. of himſelf; yea even the wicked 10 ** 
1 for the day of inflicting evil. 


Glory of God. To communicate happineſs muſt have 
wed the ſpring of divine acting. For that very end, a 
day of ſevere recompence became neceſſary, Pal. xvii. 
13, &c. 2 Pet. ii. 9. Contempt for. religion can only pro- 

ed from ignorance. R. God can e an e good, 
f F Nm a tranſient evil. 

+ Remind us, O moſt great _ 154 God, af our fir ons. 
ginal, and of our laſt end; that as we began, ſo 
we may terminate in thee, a6 not forſake thee, by ob- 


ſtinate impenitency, which cannot. but be ſubject to thy 
Con- 


power, and fall at laſt under hideous vengeance. 
vince us, that, as the perfection of righteouineſs is in thee, 
ſo thou muſt either overcome all unrighteouſneſs, or be 


* eternally by the NEUE of it! Ep 


48 Compare Prov. xi. 18. —xv. 22,—xix. 21; 
+ Or inſtrumental to his purpoſes. : 


I 


To truſt God, in the uſe of upright endea- 


r ram ee 
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Every one chat! is proud i in heart, to the ne. 5 
glect of pious regards, is an abomination to the 


Lord “, therefore, though hand join in hand 
with much firmneſs of purpoſe, he thall not al- 


une be 40% unpuniched. 
Imbious pride. Ranks and dignities are but the ſha- - 


dows of grandeur. R. Unleſs when accompanied with 
merit, only outward homage will be paid them. 

We confeſs, O Lard, that we have made ourſelves leſs 
than the leaſt of all thy mercies, and obnoxious to thy - 
juſtice and diſpleaſure, by our repeated acts of ſinning 
againſt thee. Enable us to repent, and turn to thee, 
and do works meet for repentance / ; 


By mercy to the poor, and truth of adherence 6 
to divine diſcoveries, former defilement of iniquity 
is F purged , and by the fear of the Lord 


K prac I committing the like 


evil. 
Mercy, 9 and the PI of God. Charitable wrecks 


do'ever accompany true penitence, Dan. iv. 27. For- 
getfulnefs of God prepares for the worſt crimes. Let 
no impenitent ſinner think of his prayers, as an * 


| ing equivalent inſtead of obedience. 


When a man's ways pleaſe the pee 7 


all. perfect Lord, he gſten maketh even his 


enemies to be at peace with him. 


Favour of God. The wile, for themſelves, truſt thoſe- 
of principle more than other, 1 Pet. i. 13. Good- 
neſs endears and ſoftens, Ia xi. 9. Rom. xiv. 18. 

Whereas, O holy God, the habits of fin have been eſta- 
blithed i in us, Sive, hereafter, ſuch time and reſolution 


, He that mpeget . e H. 
+ Or cancelled. H. 
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as are neceſſary for the recovery of ourſelves! Help us 


to work out all diſpoſitions which are vicious, and by de- 


grees to reſettle conſcience and reaſon in a bliſsful ca- 


g for communion with thee! 5 


Better is 2 little. "art pure regular enjoyment, 
with * righteouſneſs ; than great amaſſed re- 
venues without conſcious right. 


Upright wealth and poverty. 
and comfort depend upon mutual fidelity. Glare of 
wealth blinds the bulk of mankind. Money ill acquired 
cannot abide reflection, Jam. v. 4, &c.. Jer. xvii. 11. 


To be 'contented with {mall matters argues a noble 


pious mind. 
Blaſed God, we praiſe 4 magnify thee, the father of our 


ſpirits, for the glorious original of our nature, and 


for the glorious deſign of our creation. That thou 
haſt made our faculties ſuch, that they are greater than 
this world, too good for it, and cannot be ſatisfied with 


- |. They are, by their exaltation, appropriated unto. 


them piouſly dependent. 
complete fooliſhneſs, Jam. iv. 13, &c. Since the firſt. 


10 


thee, fit for, and capable of thee. 


A man's heart deviſeth his way, 70 obtain 


profit ; but the overruling Lord directeth his. 


ſteps, for a more general Lalling good. 


Providence. Human powers are Rated, to render 


 Ungodly preſumption” is 


mover has ſo much power and wiſdom, he muſt be ready 
to ſuccour thoſe who have need of his aid. R. 

Life of all beings ſhew thylelf to me; make me to 
know what thou art, and what | am; come and ſuccour 
me, in the moſt needy ſtates! R. ny 


"IE ie equitable ſentence is in the lips 


LOS is © S © 


* Or * . 


Much of good character 
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| cele/tial rule, tranſgreſſeth not in in ſolemn judge- 


ment. 


Kings. All judges and magiſtrates a are ce 
Their crimes notwithſtanding ſhould be mildly and 


uſefully cenſured, Rom. xii. t, &. Sound underftand- 


ing and integrity are the glories | of high office, i Kings 
it. 25, &c. Job xxix. 16, &c. 


A juſt weight and balance, fo commerce, are 
. Lord's expreſs ordination; and all the 
weights of the bag are 10 Fu as ms. OWN com 
plete work. | „ 


ee Equitable ſtandards i in carrying on buſi- 
neſs are eſſential to good order, Deut. i. 16.—xxv. 
13. That can be no ſmall matter, which has been ſo 
atEnced- to by infinite love, Mic. vi. 10. 


It is an abomination to kings, above every 
ether, to commit wickedneſs; * for the throne 
fel, is eſtabliſhed by righteouſneſs, 


Kings. The examples of the great have an immediate 
good or bad effect. Hence their iniquity is aggravated. 
Equity is more than ſtrength. Happy prince, who 
reigns in the hearts of his ſubje&s ! Pſal ci. 1, &c. 


Bleſſed be thou, our God, who haſt repeated and rein- 
forced the laws of religion, by ſupernatural diſcoveries; 


and thus haſt given- all advantage for being nee 
and god - like, and happy ! 


True righteous lips are the delight of Judi 


I claus kings: : and they love him even to rapture 


that ſpeaketh right at all hazards. 


Truth for kings." To ſay what ſhould be, and not what 
is, is the way to win upon ſuperiors. Faithful counſel, 


* Or, becauſe. N. 


11 


. 


13 
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though uneaſy at the time, obtains due praiſe ee. w 
Sovereign power ought to be well directe. ſo 


I The wrath of a king, however cauſeleſs, is as 
1 

meſſengers of death; * but a wiſe faithful d 

man will pacify it, through time. a 


Kings love and wrath. Death in diſmal apprehenſion 

is to repeat it over and over, Eſth. vii. 8. Approved in- 

_ _ _ -tegrity is a man's beſt vindication joined with mild th 
prudence. To command with 3 and to oy C. 
with readineſs, is a ſound political ſlate, R. R. de 


15 15 the ſmiling light of the good king” 8 coun Y 

tenance is the happineſs of life, to theſe who come vi. 
nigh him; and his experienced favour is as a | © 
fertilizing: cloud, full of the latter rain. 


Kings love. Sovereign affection may, and ſhould be E 
ſought, by all fair means Love may be read in moſt | fo 
people's looks, Pial. iv. 6—xi. 7, Power and wealth 
conjoined afford various means for doing good. Go- 
vernors ſhould reward, as well as puniſh. iti 


# / 


16 How much better is it to get direding | Ie 
wiſdom through life, than gold which: periſh» 
eth? and to get the uſe of right underſtanding, Þ 
rather to be choſen, than 1% fingft of ſilver. Ls 


Miſiam An: improved mind, with ſuitable practice; lend cr. 
to laſting eſteem. It is a ſtrange proof of human weukneſs 
to labour chiefly for what will be ſoon over; and which, Y 
being alone, has no merit. . tre 
Bled God, as thou haſt diſtinguiſhed: u us from the 
beaſts that periſh, by thy creation of us, and hab exalted xly 
us above them; and given us faculties and capacities 
which. are: not in them, ſo let us act up ta eur natural 
dignity, and. elevation; and never he perſuaded; that ly 


| * Rather, yet, H. f Or the faineſs of. II. 


— ——— 2 — SG. 
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what is the full ſatisfaction of an inferior nature, - way be 


ſo to ours! 


The choſen 8 of the apcight is to 17 
depart from all known evil: and he that thus 
afterwards keepeth his way of fincere virtue, 


preſerveth the ſure peace of his own ſoul. 


5  Uprightneſs and peace. The good are in heart what 
they ſeem to be. Their path is clear and lifted up. 


Conſcience muſt not be bribed. This ſuggelts minute 
delicate acting. 

Make us happy, 0 Lord, by the oraftics of that duty 
we were made for; and reconcile our minds to thy ſer- 
vice, as that which is our Ou freedom and our yes 
eſt privilege ! 


Habitual pride woeth before deſirwAicn; s. 18 
and even a leſs 10 of „ ſpirit be- 


fore a ſevere fall. 


Pride and wo. Love of —— generally 1 5 
itſelf, How ill does this become a frail neceſſitous con- 
dition? God will ſtand up in good time, for the friend- 


leſs and impotent, Mal. iv. r. 


Better it is to be of an humble patient ſpirit 19 
with the lowly in their own eyes, than for a 


time, to divide the + fpoil of wealth wit! the 


cruel sppreſſive proud. 
Homily and pride. Nec can long conceal the ex- 


treme evil of vice. Meek contentment yields pure and 
regular delight. To fit low is often to fit ſafe, Pfal. 
Iv. 4. Such too are acceffbde and uſeful. 


He that handleth a matter for practice wiſe- 20 


1y ſhall find much refoicing good; and wholo, 


* Or chief concern of, fc. + Or pluntler, H. 
hs” 7 b 
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thus behaving, truſteth al/5 In. the Lord * , hap- 
ppy is he in every outward tate. . t 


| Knowledge and truſt in God. To attempt what we have - 
no ability for is criminal, and expoſes to ſure difgrace. | Þ 
Ponder ſeriouſly both ways and means. Prayer is the ſt 
fruit of humility, and diligence an expreſſion of earneſt- u 
neſs. In a way of duty God will be found. A devout 
ſoul becomes more and mote ee delicate, gene- ſi 
rous. R. tc 


21 The wiſe in Abt, n their profitable con. ir 
duet, ſhall on be called and treated of their fa- | 
miliars as prudent+; and the ſweetneſs of the 
lips in particular |, increaſeth he 5 5 learn. : 
ing. 15 

Prudence and learning. True wiſdom influences 


thought, affection and behaviour, Luke viii. 15. Know- 
ledge ſhould be laid out for the beſt advantage of others. * 


The feeling of great truths gives an eloquent manly ut- = 
terance. Words of the gentle are gracious, 2 Tim. ii. 25. Cl 
Let all thoſe means, Almighty God, which thou haſt te 
provided, for informing men concerning the truths of re- * 


ligion, and for making them truly religious, have the de- 
ſigned effect upon their hearts and lives; that by the 


prevalence of univerſal righteouſneſs, goodneſs and a 
truth, thou mayeſt be eminently glorified by thoſe who RR 
bear the name of thy ſon! 6 0 


22 Clear underſtanding is like a ſalubrious well- 
ipring of happy life unto him that hath e a 
fure poſſeſſion of it; but the inſtruction of li 
weak wicked tools is like folly , which 6 


leadeth to utter ruin. 
__ Uſeful knowledge. The mind well ſtored overflows to 


* "OF. all have his bleſſings. H. + Rather but, "Cox. 
11. 2 3 4 Or —_— grace to wiſdom. I. | 
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the refreſhment of pihins with new light and heat. Place 
yourſelves ever nigh to ſo great a bleſſing. Vain and fri- 
volous, at beſt, no the converſation of others be. Like 
poiſoned ſprings they often infe& and ruin, from their 
ſteam. The weak never expoſe themſelves fo much, as 
upon high ſubjects. 

We maguify thee, our God, by whom we are FD 
ſure, that it is thy glory to communicate thy perfections 
to thy creatures; and to maintam the ſovereignty of 


goodneſs, righteouſneſs, and truth, for the bencfit of the 


intellectual world! oF 


The heart of the wiſe man teacheth his 
mouth to ſpeak, from agreeable experience; and 
addeth the bet of all d among others to 
his well ordered lips. 


Wiſe conver ſation. There is an gil manner, as well 
as ſeaſon, for every thing, Rom. xv. 1. Such ſtrike out 
new ideas to themſelves, Eph. iv. 29. Col. iv. 6. The 


curing of others ought to be managed with delicacy and 
' tenderneſs. R. Exerciſe aids both S and ſpeech, 


Matth. xii. 34» = | 4 


Pleaſant * words are "i rable as drops from 
an honey-comb; {ſweet in themſelves and 


Rrengthening to the ſoul, even like health 


of body to the very bones. 
Words pleaſant and uf: ful. What flows with eaſe from 


a well improved heart is generally captivating. Here 
lies the whole ſecret of valuable eloquence. Virtue muſt 
be the foundation of good ſpeaking. Fierce oppoſition 
ſerves for molt part to irritate the young. A. 


'F here i is a way that fron love to vice ſeem- 
eth right unto a man ; but in the end thereof 


* Or words of 8 . 
ö 


23 


24. 


25 
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it is felt that they are the Ways of certain irre- 
mediabie death. 


Carcleſeneſs and fe If-deceit. There is hope of one, as 

long as his conſcience is not ſilenced by a miſled judge- 
ment, Luke xi. 34. Pſal. xis. 12. Ingenuous diligence 
and prayer, will ſucceed, Plal. xxv. 8, &c. Youth in 
. general, are moſt hurt by the joviallies of vice, which are 
uite deluſive. Errors of the human mind are nearly 

the ſame in all times. R. 

Let not, O thou goed and holy God, ſuch a deluſion ever 
take place in us, as to think there can be no inverting the 
order of nature to our prejudice ;- but that our reaſon 
might be employed, if we ſo reforek. to make proviſion 
for the fleſh, to fulfil the luſts thereof. 


26 He that laboureth. Jaboureth for what 
himſelf cannot ſubſiſi without ; for by the Rrength 


ef appetite, his mouth continualy Grover it of | 


him 0 / 


Diligence Need is the Fame of induſtry, aleng 
with the hope of ſucceſs. very idle perſan i is inimic 
to his own perſon, and a nuiſance to ſociety, 2 Theſſ. iii. 
10, Kc. It is not charity to ſupport ſuch. . 
diligence is ſpecially binding. : 


27. nn ungodly man diggeth up evit with 1. 


cefſant application; and in his lips there is, 


Jer defiroying, what may be compared io a hot 
burning fire. 


Hnpious devices. They who have no ) fear of God, ca 
not be good! Malice ſeeks to triumph over pitiable a. 
man weakneſs. It is from the intention that our omni- 


fſeient witneſs will judge, Jam. iii. 13. 


28 A miſchievous froward ſpeaking man ſoweth 
ſtrife, 10 wide extent; and a privy whiſperer 
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to mutual diſadvantage, ſeparateth thoſe who fill 


then had lived as chief friends. 


2 td and FE 3 Some believe faults 
from a ſevere cruel diſpoſition. Few wait the event of 
ſober inquiry. A detractor undermines, and yet wiſhes 
to hide himſelf, Jam. iii. 2 &c. Artifice is A bee 


of great, ſouls. R. 


A violent man enticeth his a neigh- 
bour 7 j9in; and leadeth him, under falſe pre- 
texts, in to the way that is not good, for ei- 
ther private or public welfare, 


Violence. Confident affertions are enſnaring. The 

months of the multitude ſcruple not to add. Diſcovery 
of truth becomes fatal to ſuch. ne, ſouls do not. 
eaily entertain diſtruſt. R. | 


He who is miſchievous at heart ſhutteth his 


eyes to deviſe hurtful * froward things ; and 
moving his lips, in conſequence of ſuch artful 


meaſures +, he bringeth evil frequently to paſs. 


Malice. Deliberately intended miſchief is horrible. 
They project means and mutter them frequently over, 


to render falſehood the more feaſible. Succeſs in vice is a 


ſure evidence of capacity; and the forerunner of 88a. 
vated puniſbment. 


29 


AP 


The aged hoary head is ths a ware 3.0 


crown of glory, if it be found in the ways of 
long approved righteouſneſs. 


Righteous old age. Appearance of advanced goodneſs: 
is venerable, Lev. xix. 32. Senators have peculiar claims 


wt Compare Prov. xvi. 28.—vi. I4.-— Vit, I 3 H. 


F He putteth in execution the evil, or its evil. H. 


N 3 
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from their naturally adorning garland, Pſal. xcii. 12, &c. 


Religious virtue ofteneſt attains to old. age, Job v. 26, 
Sound judgement is better than quick parts. R 


He that is flow to act, under an impulſe of 
anger, is better 6 him/elf, than the might) 
conquerors of others; and he that calmly rulet 
his provoked ſpirit, than he that taketh a city, 
by artifice or ſtorm. 


Self-government. Age and underſtanding together, 
mellow the temper. It is deſirable to be praiſed by 
competent judges. A patient equal diſpoſition argues 
a noble mind. Good diſpaſſionate men are images of 
Mbnighty love. To force ſubjection againſt truth and 
right, is ſhocking public robbery, It deſtroys nature, un- 
der pretence of proving. R. FT 

Suffer not our ſpirits, O thou compaſſionate Father of 


them, to be in conjunction with, and ſubject unto any vi- 


eious, and accurfed ſpirits, ſince we are redeemed. by 
the blood of thy ſon; but take us into a conjunction 
with thy own good ſpirit, which is infinite and infallible; 
that we may live under the direction and influence of it 
all our days! | | 1 


The lot is caft for adventure into the“ lap; 
but the + whole diſpoſing thereof, though 10 
appearance accidental, is of the gracious infallible 
Lord. 


Lots. Both great and ſmall things are objects of di- 


wine ſuperintendance. How comfortable! He diſpoſes of 
what is moſt ſecret. 15 . 
Grant, Lord, as thou repeateſt thy mercies, ſo we may 
repeat the ſeveral duties of our religion; and thus ad- 
vance nearer to thee, by that likeneſs, through which we 
are ever with thee, and by which alone we can draw 
nigh unto thee! ' | | 


Or receiver. 14 Orin deeifion, H. 
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f \ETTER is a dry ſeanty morſel, * trus 1 
4 enjoyment, and quietneſs therewith; 
than a houſe full of good cheer , like temple-ſacri 
'3 fices, with near vexatious ſtrife. | 

Domeſtic peace. Quiet and holineſs. mark the chil- | 
r, dren of the higheft ; and render ſociety bliſsful. Pure ſo- | 
YT | cial meats are ſacrifices ſtill of thankſgiving. Liberal | 
es and joyful ſpirits are congenial. Affluence often pro- | 
of miſes what it doth not confer. Want is not always mi- 
d ſerable. Perſonal peace of mind renders others ſo. 
N- Noiſy contentious feaſts are burdenfome. Peace is bet- 


ter than delicates. Invite not the peeviſh to table-ſel- 
of lowſhip. | 


„ | A+ wiſe faithful ſervant, when known, ſhall 2 
I have rule over a /pendthrift ill-doing fon, that 
- | cauſeth ſhame 7 his neare/t relatives; and 


ſhall come in time to have part of the inheri- 
tance by purchaſe, among the brethren. 


to Faithful ſervants. Fidelity is proved by time and care. 
/ Neglect itſelf is unfaithful, Pſal. ci. 6, 7. Eph. vi. £ 
4 Man 1s not born for himſelf alone, but for ſociety. R. 


The] fining-pot is for purification of filver, 3 | 
|| and the Hotter crucible furnace for precious = 
gold; but the fovereign blefſed and holy Lord 5 If 
y  trieth the hearts of his belt beloved 9 for 
their good. 5 


* 4; which friends were entertained, E rod. wxiv. ' -- 
Deut. viii. 3. H. + Or, a wiſe guardian controuleth an | 
imprudent fon 5 and divideth the inheritance among the bro- bl 
thers. H. Or melting cruſe. H. $ Proveth. H. 


4 
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Aidtione ſanctifed. Man's knowledge reaches not the 


deſigns, principles and movements of the ſoul, Rom. 


XIV. 4. 1 Cor. iv. 3, &c. Afflictions, taken with patience, 
refine the very beſt, 1 Pet. i. 7, &c. Mal. iii. 3, Kc. 


Jer. vi. 28. They may Sr, but never ean W 


the good. 


A wicked doer 04th 55 heed to fare 
injuring lips; and a Tiar, in particular, giveth 


quick ear to a baſe 1 tongue like his 
own. e 


Evil Bars _ 1 A bad 8 is "i conlant; 45" | 


ciple of cruel defamation. . Such conſtruct of others by 
what they feel. Their maxim is, the more mitchief the 
better port. Compare 1 Cor. xiii. 6. Pſal. lii. 1, &c. 


Whoſo mocketh the poor, on that account, 


; reproacheth his all-w ſe maker: and he that 


6 


is glad at calamities brought upon others, ſhall 


50 be long unpuniſhed. 


Poverty and affiition. It is ha extreme-of cruelty t to in- 
3 wo, Eccl. iv. 3, &c. Afflictions try and ſubli- 
mate excellence. Miſconſtruct not divine judgements. 
To ſpare giving, the misfortunate are too often ſtyled vi- 
cious. This is to add murder to the robbery of uncha- 
ritableneſs, Deut. xxiv. 14, 15. God eſpouſes the cauſe 
of upright want, Prov. xxviii. 27. 

Let the conſideration of that great and terrible day of 
judgement abide, O God, upon our hearts continually ;. 
at which we ſhall awake out of the duſt of death, and 
ſee the Lord Jeſus, God made manifeft in the fleſh, come in 


flaming fire, to take vengeance on all thoſe that know not 


God, and that obey not his geſpel and beſtow glory, 
honour and immortality upon thoſe that obey him ! ! 


Children's children are the mo/? frequent 


ornamenting crown of virtuous old men; and 


4d FF rm — = D9 
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the glory of ſuch children are their wi uſe 
ful parents. 


Parents and children They who earlieſt honour divine 
order, do ofteneſt live in a long race of deſcendants, Pfal. 


cxxvii. 3, &c.—cxxviii. 1, &c. Pious offspring riſe up 


to bleſs their inſant, youthful protectors. How meſti- _ 


mable-and beneficial, to be this if deſcended? 2 Tim. i. 5. 
Keep up noble excellence, by clofe imitation, 1 Chron. 
Xxviii. 9. 


Excellent ſpeech bern not 2 weok 7 


wicked tool to meddle with; much lefs do ting 
lips /uit the character of a prince. 


Eloquence, and lying. Vain perſons will ſomerimes 
affect the praiſes of trath, to he diftreſs of all who 


know them. Stations of truſt, and office, require the 


ſtricteſt attachment to what is fair and equitable. Falſe- 
hood is the moſt direct reverſe of divine nature and will, 

Pfal, v. 3, &c. Rev. IXi. 8, 27.—XXIi. 1 5. Miniſters, of 
religion are ſpecially bound to faithful ſpeech. An 
early riſing vanity, may one day obſcure great qualities. 


A+ gift from pure grace is captivating, as a 8 


precious ſtone in the eyes of him that hath * 


the poſſeſſion of it; whitherſoever it turneth, 


by any band, it profpereth with ſuitable praiſe. 
Sifu. Bribes to the hurt of right are curled abuſes 


of wealth. Gifts of grace are juſt the reverſe, * Xxxi. 


Ts &c. We always love with pleaſure. 


He that f covereth 2 //ight tranſgreſſion, for 9 


* Or the language of rn becometh not, fc. H. Com- 


fare, Luke xxii. 25, + Or a bribe is like a beautiful gem 


inthe eyes of him who: laveth gifts ; it procureth a man ſucceſs 
in whatſoever he attempieth, Prov. xxii. 24-—. 19. H. 


I Or concealeth an ill word, Prov. xi. 27. 
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peace ſake, ſecketh and procureth often the bleſ m 
ng of pure love among neighbaurs ; but he that 
baſely repeateth a matter of that fort 4 DCE 
very intimate former friends. F 


Love and hatred. Many eſcapes ought to be buried 

in ſilence, to reform the tranſgreſſors, and do good to 
ſociety. Admoniſh ſecretly and with mildneſs. Catch 5 
not at every ſemblance of evil. Some that are real ad- 


mit of extenuation. Diſcord is a dreadful element to ; 
live in, Pfal. cxx. 5, &c. Col. iii. 12, &c. e 4 
May the conſideration, how much we ſinners are re- 
lieved againſt the rigour of the law of God, by the me- ; 
| diation of Fe/us Chri/t, prevail with us, in obedience to 7 
| thy divine authority, C Lord, and in gratitude for the fi 
divine compaſſion, to abate all rigour in thoſe demands 
which we make upon our brethren, how much ſo ever 
they have offended us; and as we hope to be forgiven, b 
may; we forgive! | 8 | Cc: 
: * 
160 A judicious mild rode i; more deep _ 
into the profitable conviction of a wiſe candid 
| man, than an hundred ſevere ſtripes 1 into hat 
| of a fool. te 
Reproof.. Moos ingenuity __ ee are 8 
characteriſtics of prudent wiſdom. Neither divine, or a 
human ſtripes, will cure the obſtinate, Prov. xxiii. 35. b 
Truly wiſe people are jealous of their own hearts, and 
invite people to be free with them. 1 
it An accuſtomed evil man, ſeeketh only hazard: 0! 
ous rebellion ; therefore one time or another, * a H 
cruel meſſenger ſhall be ſent —_? him, for ; 
condign puniſhment. 


Diſcord. Habitual fin gradually hardens, and leads | 
to ſeek after ſtupifying rebellious opinions. Men * —_— 


* Or miniſter of Vengeance. | 


the rage of his folly. 


e 
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lively imaginations, are e Shs the leaſt ſolid, and 
molt apt to create broils. R. 


Let a furious bear robbed of her whelps 
meet a defenceleſs man; rather than a fool in 


85 


Rage. Revenge is baſe, and totally incompatible with 


religion. Loſſes are apt to increaſe wrath. How like 
to brutal ſavage fury is that of the ruffian? They have 
more inſtruments of cruelty, than boars. Overcome 
evil with good. 55 . 


Whoſo ungratefully rewardeth evil for good, 
the puniſhment of evil n not Tong depart out 
from his houſe. 


Ingratitude.: To bell and. Wee a benkfadter, is 
black, horrible guilt. Generations unborn may have 


cauſe to weep under it. Honour even ſmall favours 


with thankful remembrance. Whoever is capable of 
forgetting a benefit may be looked upon as an W 
to ſociety. 


The beginning of frife though fall. is liable 
to gradual increaſe, as when one letteth out a 
great weight of water; therefore“ leave off 
attending to the ground of contention, before it 
be well meddled with. 


Seri ife. A cloſe guard is due to things of importance. 


Trivial eſcapes may prove fatal. Stop the flood. 00s 


of jealouſy and paſſion, while you may, Jam. iii. 5, 8 
A dying ember may be ſo blown upon, as to do a world 
of harm, Eccl. xxviii. 11, &c. Prov. xxvi. 20, 21. Be 
not aſhamed to aſk peace. R. | 


* Some therefore meddle not with that which may bring on 
contention. Mo > * 5 4g 


12 


13 


14 


15 
ledge as beef and he that » from like baſeneſ; 
of mind, condemneth the juſt in his dealings; 


16 


8 


He that j juſtifieth the wicked with his know- 


even they both are an abomination to the 

Lord. x | 
Righteouſneſs and vice. Plead not for a bad cauſe; and 

far lefs ſet it eloquently off. To abuſe the feat of judge. 


ment, for ſuch purpoſes, would de peculiarly horrible, 


Exod. Xxiii. 6, &c. 

Teach us, O Lord, to confider nit much of our time 
of life has been already conſumed in the ſervice of ſin, and 
how little may remain for the neceſſary exerciſe of re- 
pentance, by which what was ill done, may be undone; 
and the contrary habits of righteouſneſs, may be intro- 
duced and ſettled ! Leſt we be conſtrained at laſt to 
take part with thee agamft ourſelves; and to condemn 
ourſelves, without daring to aſk, or hope, for that pardon, 
without which we mu periſh everlaſtingly. 


Wherefore is there a price put in the band 
of a weak wicked tool, by opportunities, to get 
beneficial wiſdom, ſeeing he hath no'proper 


Heart * to make uſe Mit? 


7 


Meant and occaſions How many fit ignorant under 
the beſt advantages for inſtruction? To want capa- 
city and not to uſe it are nearly the ſame as to conſe 
quence, though not as to guilt, Pfal. xxxii. 8, 9. Luke 


xii. 47. 


A fincere friend loveth at all times +, and a 
brother friend, is born for /pectal- aid 18 the 
day of adveriity. 5 


Friendſbip. Conſtaney and fortitude are the e en 
ue 


* Or, no diſpoſition. H. : Some, yea d brather will 


he be. V. 
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BY 
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of true love; from knowledge, goodneſs and experience. 
Such will prudently allow for human frailties ; and grow 
in affection with trials. To conceal ſentiments and 
afflictions is due to friendſhip. 
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A man void of underſtanding ſtriketh 18 


hands in haſte, and thus becometh ſurety for 
another, even in the preſence of his judicious 


friend, whom he * and ought to have con- 


ſulted. 


Suretyſbip. To engage from love and friendſhip; the 
neceſſity and circumſtances ſhould be well thought of. 


It is unjuſt to do this for more than we are worth, and 


may ſometimes prove cruel. In many caſes, they do 


beſt, who become bound for another, without their 


knowledge, chap. Vi. I, &c.  ©- 5 ö 


He acts as one who loveth tranſgreſſion, that 


loveth 10 be engaged where ſtrife is ; and he 
that proudly * exalteth his. gate, behaves as one 
who ſeeketh ſure miſerable deſtruction. 


Pride. Make peace with ſpeed, ver. I4- Pfal. xxxiv. 
14. Pride and bad es are near intimates, which 
God reſiſteth. TR 


He that hath a raſh froward heart, 1 


zo falſe words, findeth no good from thence, but 


much evil; and he that hath a perverſe /buf- 
fling tongue falleth into /ore miſchief. 


Frowend heart and ſpeech. Violence, e dete and 
ſtubborneſs, are ſure marks of a froward heart. They 
with to ſee things in their worſt lights, and td 
gard to convictions, Pſal. vii. 14, Kc. 


* Some, buildeth high his houſes F. 
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He that + be getteth a weak impicus. fool 
doeth. it to his Fe ſorrow ;, and. the: fa- 
ther of /uch a fool hath no joy at all in him. 


Wicked children. Views is worſe than ſimple weakneſs, 
ver. 25. Education neglected is hideous. Youthful 
luſts.often: lead to ruin, Hol. iv. 4. 1 Pet. ii. 11. Giv- 
ing pain to parental tenderneſs is little ſhort of paniicide, 
Deut. xxi. 18, &. 


A merry heart, from uprighe virtue, 3 


good 10 both ſoul and body, like a refreſpul me. 
dicine; but a broken dejected ſpirit, under 
horrors of guilt, drieth the very bones. 


Cheerfulneſs and dejeftion. Sweet and eaſy tempers 
have uſually moſt nen It balances often a natural 
weak conſtitution, and; ſome degrees of want, Pſal. 
XXXV1i. 11, 16. Jovial heats are of no duration, and. 
followed, for moſt part, with double uneaſineſs. Grief 
of-repentance 1s not- without what 1s quieting ; whereas 
ſorrow of this world worketh death. Solicitude defeats N 
itſelf, Eccl. xxx. 24. 

We acknowledge, O Lord, moſt High; thatthe obedience 
of our whole lives is due unto thee; our creator, and that 
every alienation of ourſelves from thee is profane and 
facrilegeous. But having done acts of eſtrangement 
from, and hoſtility againſt thee, we confeſs, that we are 
viciouſly diſpoſed thereby, and both unworthy of thy fa- 
vour, and, remaining impenitent, incapable of it. 


A wicked injuring man taketh a gift out 
of the boſom, to pervert his ruler from the 
ways of judgement. 


Bribery. When the means of repairing vwrongs are 


abuſed, the perverſion is inſufferable. e who bribes 


acknowledges the badneſs of his cauſe; and he who re- 
ceives is impious, cruel, baſe. Such do {et che wrong - 


+ Rather, hath begotten. H 


due cburſe, Eccl. iv. 1, &c. 


Chap. XVII. 


ed to ſale, only Lage they have been hurt by them 
before. Happy iſles where freedom and laws have their 
Qualities in e birth, 
intrepidity, temperance and experience. N. 


The mule of equitable wiſdom is ever be- 


fore him that hath underſtanding, fo execute 


the duties of his place ; but the eyes of the mind, 
in a weak indifferent fool, are at in the ends of 
the earth rom true right. 


Auslage auonlied. A roving eye, W vaguing car- 
riage, proclaims emptineſs. What perfects the human 


faculties are the proper things to be known by a reaſon- 


Able being. Mere ſpeculations ſerve only to amuſe, 
Jam. 1. 21, &c. Phil. iv. 8. Corrupted minds can have 
BO reliſh for heavenly truths. R. John. iii. 19, &c. 
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24 


A fooliſh // behaving ſon is a ſevere f grief 25 


to his father, and bitterneſs . to her hat 


bare him. 


Bad chilttren. "Mu ver. 21. Parents may grieve, and 


even be angry, in order to wiſe chaſtiſement. A mother's 


ain is ablolutely conſuming. Ye next to bowelefs chil- 
dren think of theſe things. 


Alſo to puniſh the juſt /ike mate is 26 


not good for either them or the public ; nor to 
ſtrike princes for their laudable en of 


equity, 


Rulers. Haſte and Paſſion do not-excuſe erroneous 


judges. High office abufed portends ruin to a ſtate, Pſal. 


xii. 8, A civil war is the greateſt of all calamities. 
Preeipitate changes, however uſeful they may r 
are eg dangerous. N. 


* ſa "the countenance 


but the rr & Vall. 
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He bar hath deep knowledge ſpareth his 


words; and a man of real underRanding i 1s 
of an excellent cool ſpirit. 


f The more people know, the more 
e they are of their ignorance. Fluency and much 


ſpeech do not always characterize judgement. He 
affects leaſt who knows moſt. Oſtentation is hateful, 
Self- command argues calm thought, and eminent vir- 
tue, Jam. iii. 1, &. The beſt cauſes are ſometimes hurt 
by raſhneſs. Be ſparing in words, when circumſtances 
ſpeak ſufficiently for themſelves. R. The wiſe inſtruct 
by hints, rather than by —_— elaborate diſcuſſions. R. 


Even a /imple. ignorant fool, when he hold. 
eth his peace, is counted * 3 y thoſe who 
are ftrangers io him; and he that ſhutteth 
cloſe his lips, for the Jake of hearing WAR fy is 


eſteemed a man of underſtanding. 


Speech and {+ ence. A conviction of weaknefs is one 
good ſtep to become wiſer. Modeſty conciliates and en- 
dears. Pride is unteachable. Moſt infants bluſh to 
ſpeak, and ſhould not be taught forwardneſs. To go- 
_ ſpeech is 1 to ourſelves, and juſtice to the 
world. 


4444 ,n dope petpe pe pode? 


CHA F. XVIII. 


HRO UOG * an earneſt deſire MY 
_ knowledge, a man having ſeparated 


A retired man purſueth the refcarches he deli ghreth 
in; and hath pleaſure in each branch of ſcience. H. 


4 


A $9 
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is | himſelf from abe buſy world ſceke th with ili 


is | g2nce, and an proceſs of time, intermeddieth _ 


with all profitable wiſdom. | 


re | Solitude and meditation. Underſtanding leads the 
ch ſoul, Matth. vi. 22, &c. Earneſt deſire and diligence 
Te flows from affection. Succeſs is the reward. The mind 


ul. of man ſees but a ſmall number of ideas, and ſhould re- 
ir- view them. R. Agreeable ſequeſtered places ſodth the 
irt ſoul to ſweet ſpiritual muſings. N. Prize a like of 
es if peace and tranquillity. R. 

ct 


A + vain fool hath no delight i in under- 
ſtanding great /ubjedts, but that the depth of 


. his heart may diſcover itſelf. 

0 

h True Inowledge To ſpeak and to be ſpoken of is a 
Þ proud man's object, not to become good. The tender 
aſſions loſe their force, and their delicacy, when they 
| {con diffuſe. R. 

25 When the wicked cnt to be fully known, 
T then cometh alſo % contempt, aud with 
. that general ignominy reproach. 


Contempt and reproath. Evil habits lead to a £ 
Matth. vii. 6. Pſal. i. i, c. 5 


The enriching words of a good man's mouth, 
are inexhauftible as deep waters; and the large 
well-ſpring of wiſdom ues forth pleaſantly, as 
a pure flowing brook, 


Good converſation. A wiſe holy man confer? not to im- 
S prove both mind and heart. He grudges no ſeaſonable 
* aids to others, and thereby quickens thought, ch. x. 11. 


+ Al fool delighteth not in knowledge ; but in the 5 playing 
of hit own thoughts. H. 4 Or fountain fiream. V. 
| O 


3 


2 
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It is not good, but rather hideous, to accept 


the perſon of the wicked, to overthrow 6y 
this means, the undoubted righteous even in ſo- 
lemn judgement. 


Criminal partiality. Bad governors are worſe than 


none. Guilt eaſieſt ſkreened is more hateful, Lev. 


xix. 15. 


A proud fool's lips enter 1970 oidlens CON- 
tention, and his mouth, as it were, calleth 
loud for vengeful ſtrokes. 


_ Cintention. They who blow the coal of miſchief are 
ſure to ſuffer. Indiſcreet ſpeech iſſues often in extenſive 
cruel diſputes, ch. vi. 2 ii. 3. 


A fool's mouth is his 1 deſiruction at 
lat, and his fal/e injuring lips are as the ſnare 
of his own ſou}. 


Sealing evil. See colletiions ver 6. The ſight of 


eminent virtue overwhelms with reproaches, even when 


they ſeem to triumph. R. 


The words of a 2057 ipering tale-bearer are, 
by their apparent kindneſs, as deep killing 
wounds, and they go down, through time, in- 
to the inner moſt vital parts of the belly. 


Whiſpering. Smooth cuts, given wich art, are of all 
others the worſt. Some affect to mean no harm, ſome to 
ſerve religion, and all to be averſe. 


He alſo that is flothful in his work is nor 


fit to proſper, and ſoon it will be ſeen, that he 1s 
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brother-rranzreſor to him that is 2 \ great 


riotous ® waiter. 


2 and poverty. Man is intended for labour. The 
nobleſt bleſſings of our earth are inward peace and re- 
putation. People are unjuſt to ſociety, who do not 
work. The idle and intemperate ſeek immediate plea- 
ſure, which iſſues in various miſerable guilt, ch. xxiii. 


23, Kc. 


The gracious See n. name of the 3 is 
a ſtrong tower; the righteous runneth from 


evils of every kind into it and is kept ſafe. 


Truſt i in God. Every divine attribute is a defence to 
the pious, or effectual ſupport, 2 Cor. xii. 6, &c. God- 
ly fortitude will conquer the moſt violent oppoſitions. R. 


Leave to omnipotence the care of accompliſhing his 


own decrees, without preſcribing the means. R. He 
doth not abandon the ſorrowful. R. 
We bleſs thee, O our Creator and Governor, that in all 


caſes, even the moſt afflicted, we can approach thee with 


good hope of finding favour and help, ſeaſonable and pro- 


portionable to our needs. 


The impious rich man's weak 1s his choſen 


10 


11 


ſtrong city to abide in, and as an high wall in 


his own conceit, ſuperior to all oppaſi nion. 


le abuſed. Religious confidence appears as folly, 


| to ungodly pride, Job xxxi. 24, 25 Wealth ruins 


more than it ſupports, 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10. Every wick- 


ed acceſſion is a new plague and provocation, 1 Tim. 


Vi. 17. Pſal. iv. 9. 


Before deſtruction the heart of man by. his 


looks 18 often obſerved to be haughty, and before 


honour 1 is the captivating grace of humility. 
| * Or robber. MW. 
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Humility und e A havghty man makes many 
enemies and di 

fate, -Prov. xxix. 23. 1 Pet. v. 5. 

Mie make our application to thee, who art glorious in 
holineſs, and engage ourſelves in the work of our reco- 
very, as ſtrong in the Lord, and in che | Hey of bis 
might. i 


13 He that zütererech a matter before he 


14 
his animal infirmity ; but a conſcious wound- 


heareth it fully out, it is in the end folly con. 


remptible and ceriain long ſhame unto him. 


Raſh judging. No one can do juſtice without fairly 


weighing all that can be ſaid: Shame is a natural con- 


ſequence of diſgrace. Anſwers ought to ſuit the plain 
meaning and purpoſe of what was aſked. They muſt 
miſtake who hear only in part. Such company is unſafe 
at times, and always . - 


The pious patient ſpirit of a man will ſuſtain 


ed ſpirit from guilt, who can bear? 


Patience and de eſpatr. Piety, faith, fortitude, grow b 
affliction, Jam. 1. 3, &c. Rom. v. 3, &. Wile princi- 
ples are powerful; whereas ſuperſtition weakens and de- 
baſes. Virtue regulates the paſſions, but does not ex- 
tinguiſh tender ſentiment. 

We' confeſs, Lord, that the terror of a guilty mind 
makes it difficult to believe our reconciliation with an 


' offended God; but by the death of Chrift, there is a full 
vindication of the divine law and maintenance of ever- 
laſing righteouſneſs. Hence, the moſt ſacred obliga- 
tion is laid upon us, and the moſt gracious promiſes c: con- 


firmed to us. 


The heart of the foreſeeing prudent getteth 
knowledge of preſent precarious outward enjoy- 
ment; and the ear of the. wiſe ſeeketh | ſuch 


knowledge with ſolicitude. 


obliges friends, Proſperity is apt to in. 


diſerace. 


difficulties. 
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Prudence. If we are not aware of what may give 
pain and diſappointment; they come with much force. 
It is prudent to guard equally againſt deſpair, and what 


may happen. 


diſpoſition; ſettles a conſtitution and temper : a good 
heart, and a good life. | 


A man's gift maketh frequent open room 
for him; and bringeth him before great 


Gifts. Baſe ſouls prefer ſelf-intereſt to that of the pub- 
lic, Pſal. Ixxii. 2, &c. r2, &e. Merit ought ever to 
ſupply vacant offices, Pſal. xii. 8. When counſels 
change often, the powers of faction and money are 
greatly to be dreaded. Few national judgements can 
be more awful, Iſa. xi. 2, &. Gifts, as marks of mu- 
tual affection, are valuable. Tk AT Fs 


He that is firſt heard in his own cauſe ſeem- 
eth juſt; but his more righteous neighbour 
cometh afterwards and ſearcheth him out to 


Judgement impartial. Parties muſt be called and at- 
tended to before an' equal ſentence. The beſt are m 
danger from ſelfiſh ſtretches. Suſpect no more than 
can be clearly proved. The law itſelf is judged, con- 
demned, when people do otherways. | 8 


Caſting of the lot at times cauſeth conten- 


the mighty diſputante. 


Lots. Some caſes are replete with unſurmountable 
Appeals therefore muſt be made to heaven. 
Previous to this, every proper human mean ſhould be 
tried. The will of God made manifeſt ought to ſilence 


all controverſy, Acts i. 24. To riſk a great ſtake, with- 


Proportion earneſtneſs to what is valu- 
able, and uſe fit means. Practice eſtabliſhes habit and 


16 


? 17 


8 
tions to ceaſe; and parteth for ever between 
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out neceſſity, is moſt criminal; and cauſe of melan- 


choly diſputes. , Hazard games may be borne with, as 


an amulement ; but become intolerable, as a buſineſs, 


19 


21 


Think if you can loſe without impatience, or doing 
"Ong to others, Prov. xiv. 22. | 


A brother 5% b/ood offended is often harder 
to be won, than a ſtrong fortified city; and 
their mutual con tentions are like Joutting the 
iron bars of a caſtle upon each other. 


Offences and contentions. The utmoſt prudence is need- 


ful here near relatives are parties Delicate ties once 


broken render ſubſequent union next to hopeleſs. Trem- 
ble to offend of a ſudden, and againſt numerous en- 
Hearing offices. Caſt out envy and pride. Fear rude- 
nels, under pretence of being familiar. It is by reaſon 
Aone, that man ſhould ſubdue man. R. A threefold 
cord broken is not eaſily joined again, Num. xx. 20. 


De hunger of a man's belly ſhall be ſatis- 
FI in many caſes, with the good fruit of His 
wiſe ſpeaking mouth; and with the future in- 
creaſe of his uſeful lips {hall he be quite filled. 


Gonyer/ation 1% fl. We ſhould ſtand in awe of what 


Ae Jpirit of Gad has laid ſo great ſtreſs upon, Jam. i. 26. 


Pal. xxxix. 1. Thoughtleſsneſs and paſſion are inimi- 
cal to right words, Plal. xxxiv. II, ccc. Conſcience 


and the joy of ſpreading uſeful 9 are chief 
ſpiritual advantages. 


Not unſeldom 1 and life Wen abe, are in 
the power of the tongue; and they that 
love o“ direct it ſhall eat the ae fruit 
thereof. 
| Tongue-government. The orexteſt number of people 


* * A. 
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undo themſelves, by weak. or evil ſpeech, $62 is no. . 
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recalling what we once utter. 
ſuaſion, and ought only to be applied for beneficial mat. 
ters. What a burden upon neighbourhood are mali- 
cious evil-ſpeakers ? How great. their ? Matth. 
xil. 35, &c. Jam. iii. 5. &c. 


Whoſo findeth a true wife, Beth A good 


Speech is the ſeat of per- 


22 


thing above moſt olbers, and obtaineth hea 1 of 


ſavour of the ſovereign Lord. 


Wives. Only a meet help merits the name 5 a wiſe. 


Weak and evil choices, from motives. of this world; turn 


out often and juſtly to be vexatious. Neither huſbands 


nor wives become perfect all at once; and parties 


ſhould expect this. Sweet temper and prudent love al- 
leviate mutual cares, chap. xxxi. 11, &c. 


looks. 


The modęſꝰ poor, taught by His e la e 
uſeth;/oft conciliating intreaties, but the rich, 


Wealth. and poverty. Large outward fortune - ſeldom: 
ſeparates from pride. A. low: Rate is intended by hea«' 
ven to humble, and is preferable to the 1 of wealth. 
Rough anſwers are an inſult, Jam. ii. 5, 8 


A man that hath real friends muſt ſhew 


himſelf friendly, by. kind: offices; and there is 
2 friend of this ſort that ſticketh cloſer in bene- 
cent affeftion, than a blood-brother. 


Friend ſbip. The ſacred tie requires both nice care and 
conſtancy. Reſerve is wounding, but to diſtruſt is Filling: 


Seek accom- 
plſhments of mind and heart, rather than even good 


23 
proud of his wealth, anſwereth rh beſt roughly. | 


24 


To outdo by mutual kind ads is becoming ſtrife. Every | 


new favour juſtifies former ones. Religious virtue is 
wiſe and ſtable. Whoever looks for a friend without 
imperfections will never find what he ſeeks. R. We 


— — Io Gao — — — 
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are not always equally content with ourſelves. R. With 
a friend, we ſhould ſhew . ſuch as we are. R. 


4 44:4 -- 


CHAP XIX. 


1 . as to peace and credit, is the poor 


man that Walketh in his integrity, 
than he that is perverſe and falſe in his lips, 
and is ſoon diſcovered tio be a wicked fool. 


Integrity and falſehood. Practical errors are of the 


worſt conſequence, Matth. vi. 22. A habit of ſpeech 
and action is what determines integrity. Time and ex- 
perience maketh this manifeſt. Generous worth is 


uſually revered by the worſt. To be hated by the wick- 


ed is real praiſe. 

Bleſſed be thou, 0 God, who didſt create all things 
very good (good in themſelves, and good for one ano- 
ther) and who wilt maintain, and defend thy creation: 


and either work ſalvation for thoſe reaſonable creatures 


which degenerate into evil, or wilt deſtroy that evil, 


which is contrary to thy will and nötutes 11 585 e perdi 


tion of thoſe who obſtinately adhere to it. 


Alſo, that the ſoul be without juſt fore- 


ſeeing knowledge, it is not good for either 
world ; and he that carele/sly haſteth with his 
feet to act, often * ſinneth 7o great hurt. 


8 ght and rafhneſs. A juſt diſcernment of what 
ſhould be done is tafe and comfortable. Caution under 


Cad is our belt preſervative, Phil. ii. OY 7 7 The firſt 


* Or Haul. A. 


or 
1— 


S X00 


© 


Dor 
ty, 
PS, 


the 


ech 
ex- 
| 1s 
Ck» 
ngs 


no- 
on: 


ITCS 


vil, 


di- 


re- 
ber 
nis 


hat 
der 


irſt 


Chap. XIX © PROVERBS. 157 


ſteps of vice ſeem to be only innocent amuſements; s 

compliance with received cuſtoms, and a liberty which 

may be allowed in order to pleaſe. R. 
So carry us, O Lord, through this vain and tranſitory 


world, this ſinful and tempting ſtate, that we, preſerving 


ourſclves from all pollutions of the fleſh and ſpirit, and 
perfecting holineſs in thy fear, may be fitted for the fulleſt 
manifeſtations and communications of thee, who filleſt 
all hearts with raptures of gladneſs and joy, as far as 
they are capable to receive from thee, the boundleſs ocean 
of felicity and glory : ? 


The raſh criminal fooliſhneſs of @ man per- 
verteth his way * of acting; and when he ſuf- 


fers from thence, his heart e fretteth 


againſt the Lord. 


Impious raſhneſs. Want 55 ſincere lad to ne is 
the moſt frequent cauſe of practical miſtakes. Inatten- 
tion from pride ruins vaſt multitudes. Even the natural 
puniſhments of vice are not patiently taken. They 
would have God and his righteous e to fut- 
fer, on their account, 

We would remember with all gratitude and joy, O 
Lord, that all evil is contrary and inferior to thee, whoſe 
goodneſs and ſovereignty are trauſcendent; and by this 
the happineſs and life of the intellectual world are ſecur- 
ed, ſince thou wilt not futter any ſuch evil to e 
againſt thy JET ALES. | 


Wealth 750 often maketh. many profe Nang 4 
ee but the humble deltitute poor is con- 
tempruoufly + leparated from his next door 
1 . 5 5 


Rich and poor. Wealth gives power and influence ; 
which is right, when properly laid out. But to flatter | 


* * His affairs, Alus ,  purpyſes Hs + Or, deſerted 
P 
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. and cajole the wicked rich is. abominable. Much ſoli. 
citude is due from the wealthy to. e Rom. ll 
16. Jam. ii. 1, &c. 


5 A falſe witneſs of any kind ſhall not be un- 


puniſhed for a lang ace, and he that ſpeaketh 
lies upon /olemn oath, above every other, thall not 
e the vengeance of beaven. 


1 — 


Fulſe wwitneſſin mg. Equivocal dubions terms, when giv- 
ing evidence, is real falſe witneſs bearing; an affront to 
omniſcience, that defies juſtice. Zech. v. 1, &c. Mal. iii. 5, 
& c. Acts of fraud and violence do often ifſue 1 in Per- 
jury, Prov. xxx. 8, 9. 


6 Many, for baſe ends, will Helen ih en- 


treat the favour of the reigning prince, be his 
character ever ſo bad; and every man almo/ 
is a friend in appearance to him that giveth 
frequent gifts. | 


Selfhneſs, and gi ifts. Be not eſtranged from a poor 
virtuous man. Affections may be known from peoples 
looks. Even a king's favour ſhould not be purchaſed 
by a crime. R. Sincere benevolence would do good 

without hope of recompence. R. 


II. ſometimes happens, that all the a of 


* poor, who have been brought up together, do 


% hate, as 70 ſhun him only for his want ; how 
much more do his later profeſſing friends go 
far away from him, when need is greateſt? He 
20% is deſtitute purſueth both of them with ear- 
nelt petitioning words, yet they are cruelly want- 


ing in ſupplies to him. 


Poverty neglected. Nature and faith require us to bear 


one another's burdens. Former good eircumſtancet are 


2 


2 Pr 
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too ſoon forgotten, along with paſt favours. ' To ſtand 


aloof from certain honeſt misfortune, is practical hatred, 
Pſal. xli. 1, &c. 1 John iii. 15. The remembrance of 
former eaſy ſituation, adds to ſuffering want, Job. vi. 
14, 15. 5 = 

He that once getteth ſeful wiſdom, by pro- 
per means, loveth the happineſs of his own ſoul; 


and he that keepeth underſtanding in exerciſe 


ſhall find certain everlaſting good. 


Profitable knowledge. The mind is incapable of equal 
application to two oppoſite intereſts, 1 John it. 15, 16. 
Right principles, with pious charitable diſpoſitions, con- 
ſtitute the life of the ſoul; and are put into the power 


of all. Happineſs, from thence, is rationally progreflive 


conſtant. 


A falſe witneſs of any kind ſhall not be un- 


puniſhed for a long ſpace ; and he that ſpeak- 


eth lies upon ſolemn oath ſhall inevitably periſh, 


Falſe witneſJing. See ver. 5. Truth ought to be ſacred 
in every tranſaction ; being the ground-work of juſtice 
and union. From ſwearing and lies, in common conver- 
ſation, the progreſs to what is falſe in judgement becom- 
eth eaſy. Check the firſt movements to diſſembling in 
children, Prov. xix. 5. | A. 5 


The ſhow of great delight is not ſeemly for 
either a weak or wicked fool; much leſs for a 
ſervant of low rank, with incapacity to have 
rule over reigning princes. : ; 

Oftentatious pleaſure. Animal gratifications in their 
height, diſgrace reaſon. The body was made to be 
ſubje&t ; the mind to govern. It is both unpleaſant and 


* Dr of elegance and Andy 
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hurtful,” when people of little underftanding are advanced 
to authority, Pal. xii. 8 Prov. xxx. 21. ; 


The diſcretion of a man deferreth his re. 


ſentments in anger; and even when he finds juft 


cauſe for diſpleaſure, it is his glory to paſs over 
a tranſgreſſion. irs 


Diſcretion in anger. Virtuous ſenſibility feels wrong, 1 
yet thinks either how to excuſe or alleviate: True hu- 
man greatneſs. Quick revenge is followed with ſhame; 


and other ſad effects, Luke xviii. 19. Prov. xvi. 32. 
The king's wrath is tremendous as the 
roaring of a hungry lion; but the effect of his 
favour is fweerly benefciol, as the even-dew up- 
on the heated graſs. „„ 
A king's favour and wrath. It is a chief duty, neither 


to give nor take offence, if poſſible, Eccl. viii. 4. Avoid 


diſputable points. Provoke not clear commanding 
right, chap. xx. 2. Proſperity yields a freſhening look, 
2 Pet. ii. 12, &c. The moſt excellent laws are uſeleſs, 
without ſtable execution. R. es ö 


A 20iched fooliſh ſon is the ſevere calamity 


of his pions father; and the clamorous conten- 
tions of a wife are lite a continual dropping 
of water through the roof. 5 F 


A bad wife and children. Family peace founded on re- 


gion is a chief ſource of enjoyment, and excitement 


to gratitude. Few trials are more difficult to bear, chan 


what oppoſes this. The worſt of people do feel it. Eaſy 


joyous looks ought to reward labouring for family bread. 
Continual dropping leads to wiſh a change from what 


no outward advantage can remedy. How much the 


reverſe of Chriſtian love? 1 Tim. ii. 8. 1 Pet. iii. 4, 7. 
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Grandeur of bone and riches are the fre- 14 


quent inheritance of fathers ; and a fhilful 
prudent afifting wife is a #ill. eg favour 
from the Lord. 


Some favours we owe to heaven 
In the choice of a meet help, this ſhould 


Female prudence. 
moſt directly. 


be thought of. Virtues of a ſingle life promiſe well, and 


claim an attentive regard. Bodily properties do not al- 
ways clothe a reaſonable mind. It is pious to ſuppoſe 
that God directs, when he is acknowledged. | 


| A habit of ſlothfulneſs, through time, caſteth 


into a hind of deep ſleep; and ſuch an idle 
ſoul ſhall ſuifer extreme hunger. | g 


Shth. Indolence ſees EA wiſhes but will not work. 


Where no oppolition doth ſhew itſelf, it can go the 


length of reſolving ; which for molt part continues till 
an alarm is ſounded, out of time. The greater that 
concerns are, the greater danger there is. 


He that keepeth the divine commandment 


with due care, keepeth the peace of his own 
but he that deſpiſeth he right govern- 


ſoul ; 


< 


16 


nent of his ways ſhall die, under reproach and 


miſery. 


Obedience to Coll. In no 5 notiod muſk he rule of life be 


neglected. Self examination and knowledge are chief 
ſecurities. In momentous caſes to be careleſs is to 
By deſcribing the effects of vice, man is brought 
to know himſelf; the heart is touched, while the mind 
is delighted. R. 

Holy Father, as we have the ſtandard of true refigion 


in the goſpel of Fe/us Chrift, who is our Lord and ting ; 


ſo let us, who are Chriſtians, conſider thee, our Gad, as 
manifeſted by him, in whom dwells all the fulneſs of 
the godhead Py > ; 

P 3 
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ne that hath beneficent pity upon the 72 
right poor, lendeth unto the Lord, who made 


them ſo; and that which he hath given, from 
generous motives, will he amply Pay him 
ain. = | 


© Beneffcence. Compatiion is the ſource of good charita. 
ble deeds. Motives from this world may lead to alms, 
which God will not reward, 1 Cor. xiii. 2, 3. Search 
out the afflicted, 2 Cor. ix. 9. The pleaſure of doing 
good, for its own ſake, is unſpeakable. R. Objects of 
Jerrow ſhould be obſerved with reſpectful ſilence] R. 

Relieve, O gratious Lord, and ſuccour all that are in 
"neceſſity and diftreſs; and be a ſuitable help in their 
needful time of trouble] Support them by thy ſtrength, 
tefreſh them with thy conſolation, exerciſe them unto 
Their profit, and prepare them for whatioever is > will 
concerning them ! l 


Chaſten thy Hending oa, while. 8 is 
hope of his amendment; and Jet not thy 29 


indlulgeni ſoul {pare for his crying 19 22 5 


1 9 


Parental correction. To puniſh corporeally ſhould be 
a parent's laſt reſource. When needed it is merciful 


ſeverity. At the ſame time very moving, Prov. xv. 10 


Heb. xii. 5. &c. 
Af man of great wrath mall ſuffer pu- 


niſhment on account -of his violence in hate; for 
if, to prevent this, thou deliver him once, yet 
thou muſt do it 1 or leuve him in the hand; 


of his foes. 


Wrath. The divine commands are ech parental 
* Some, but do it not in worath, beſt thou [lay him, Lev. xn. 


4. Exod. w. 24. F. f Or, eta N ral 
Kr. H. 


found the wiſeſt apparent meaſures ? Prov. xvi. 
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Even thoſe who ſeem to be religious do not 8 go- 
vern their temper, Eph. vi. 4. Wrath loſes its own end 
at the time, becomes an object of general ſcorn, and ſe- 
vere revenge, Prov. xxix. 22.—xiv. 17, 29. Begin 
amendment early. Grace and ill . do not 


dwell together. 


Hear early good 0 and receive in- 20 
ſtruction for right conduct; that thou mayeſt 


be found wile, as 7 happineſs, i in thy latter cad. 
| Good counſel. The mare danger there is from diſ- 


obedience, the more attention is due to fair warning, 
To forgive 1s noble, and ſtill more to overcome evil 
with good, Jam. iii. 17. Be ever open to argument, 
and glad to have faults made known, Pfal. xc. 12. An 
inward calm reſembles the repoſe of God, whoſe infinite 
actings do not diminiſh his perfect tranquillity. 


There are many devices in 2 man's beart, 
to evade obligation; nevertheleſs the counſel. 
of the Lord, for duty and e that ſhall 
ſtand .immoveable. | 


Self-dereit. Events are of divine 1 or of i im- 
mediate appointment. How eaſy is it with him to con- 


Our beſt prudence 4s to acknowledge the Almighty. 
conduct of G only. offends us, becauſe we are finite and 


mortal; judging only from ſmall pieces. R. 


We confeſs. it, O thou great aud bleſed God, to be the pri- 
vilege and exaltation of our nature, that we are made 
for employment about thee ; that we can imitate the 


virtue of thee, whoſe name is exalted above all bleſſing 


21 


and praile, above all acknowledgement and admiration! 


The f deſire of a man is 1 obtain his neigh- 
* Some, corrediom. H. + Or the glory of @ man bis 


| beneficence. H. 
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bour*s Kindneſs; ; and a poor unable man, from 
upright compa//ion, is better than a nere promiſ- 
ing har. 


Kindneſs. To give is natural to tmpathy, and 0 
like; refines the underſtanding ; exerciſes our beſt affec. 
tions; and gives freedom and opportunity to inquire for 
the afflited. Bountifulneſs is the higheſt luxury, 
Some are made up of promiſes, and only en SN Rae. 
ing to woes, Jam. ii. 15, 16. 10 


The fear of the Lord, which leads to cheer. 


ful obedience, tendeth to the happineſs of life; 
and he that hath it i» p!ſz/ton ſhall abide fa- 


tisfed: he ſhall not be viſited with oer- 
whelming evil. 
Fear of God, and true 1 3 regular acts 


of piety maintain filial reverence, Eccl. xii. 13. The 
bliſs of contentment is ſuperior to every other, Pal. 


' xxxiv. 11, &, Criminal ſolicitude is often worſe than 
actual ſuffering. Eternal life is a balance to the greateſt 


natural evils. The truths of God. have a great power 
over the minds of men ; and whilſt we recount theſe in 
worſhip, we are moved to divine reſemblances ! | 
Cauſe us, O God, to adhere ſteadfaſtly unto our religion, 
with rational approbation of every part of it; that 


keeping thy equitable gracious commands, we may have 


the high reward naturally conſequent thereupon ; and 
at laſt obtain eternal life, the final conſummation, and 


ah recompence thereof, which is the life of our 


ves! 


A ſlothful man grows ſo alarmingly in his di. 


forder, that he * hideth his hand from labour 


and cold, in his boſom, and will not, without 
* Or droppeth his hand below his Plate, 2 Lon ings xxi. 1 13 


2 Chron. xxxv. 13. Arab. H. 


dri: 


"Prod igality and Gp, to parents. 
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reluftance, fo much as bring it forth to his 
mouth again. | 


Sloth. Indolence is progreſſi ive, and fruitful of mi- 


ſeries. As long as demands of hunger will ſhift off, it 
cannot be effectually rouſed. Even wiſe methods of 
beſtowing charity, ſome of them diſdain. 


Smite a fooliſh ſcorner, and even the fmple 


will beware of imitating them; and reprove 


with mildneſs one that hath /ome good under- 
ſtanding, and he will come more extenſi mers 70 
underſtand 4% Ti n 


Correction and r. Different kinds and meaſures 
of vice require di erent treatment, Jude xxii. 23. Ma- 
licious obſtinacy in fin wiſhes and endeavours to pro- 
pagate it among the ignorant. Irreligious ridicule is 
not to be borne. One chief end of diſcipline is to warn 
others. Be mild, while there is hope from thence, Pſa. 
cxli. 4, &c. Prov. xxvlii. 23.—Xxiv. 


2 
Bring us at laſt, O Lord, to the diet fociety of ſaints 


and angels; and fit us to meet our Lord, when he ſhall 
deſcend from heaven, at the time of the reftirütion T all 
things; and make us capable of that pardon, which he 
ſhall beſtow upon thoſe who have been renewed by repen- 
tance, and reconciled to righteouſneſs, and to him. 


| He that waſteth the ſub/fance of his father, 
and * chaſeth away his affefionately remonſtrut- 


ing mother, is a ſon that cauſeth in ant ſhame, 


and bringeth on both more ba us and EE 
W 


The work kind 


of parricide is that which eats a father's bread, and 
drinks his tears. Supreme juſtice is the only uten 


* of therely drivth out tis mathe: H. 


23 


26 
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avenger of ſuch. Who can think of vel haunted day j 
and night by this tremendous ghoſt? As young peo. || '-* 
| ple hope for God's bleſſing, they ſhould ſeek that of their 
| parents. 
| | | - | | 
27 . Ceaſe, my dear ſon, upon the earlieſt notice, 
| to hear with compoſure the pretended 1nfiruc. | mi 
tion that cauſeth to err, from obedience to the || to: 


words of ſound knowledge. 


| Seducers, There is a gradation in vice, (Pal. i. 1, 2.) 
though next to impei ceptible. Wicked example, and 
ſolicitation, ought inſtantly to be fled from, 2 Pet. iii. 
17, 18. Beware of wit and pleaſantry from ſuch. The 
whole ſyſtem of infidelity is erring, from knowledge. 
Think of the ſentiments which can meet death. 

Grant us time, O Lord, for our amendment; and may 
all the events of providence, and circumſtances of our 
lives further us herein; that before we die we may be 
fit to live for ever in that place, where the perfection of % 

holineſs and righteouſneſs has a ſovereignty in all hearts; N wt 
and where all the exerciſes of men ſhall be an uninterrupt- ¶ Jan 
ed employment of their faculties about thee, our God, | 
perpetual imitations of thee, and giving glory for ever 1 
to thee, who art the ff cauſe, and the chiefe/ good. the. be; 
original of our beings, and centre of our reſt ! Ex 


23 An ungodly witneſs ſcorneth both Bid wit 
end human judgement; and the mouth of || «ff 
the flagitious wicked, by that means, devoureth Th 

for a time large wages of iniquity. | 


' Falſe witneſſing. One who deliberately perjures muſt 
be to the higheſt meaſure abandoned. He defies God, do. 
and fetteth aſide all juſtice. At how mean a rate do NwI 
= ſet their ſouls to ale! Zech. v. 1, &c- Mal. i iii. 5. Wmy 


1219 Judgements of dreadful nature are prepar- 
ed for impious ſcorners, and ſtripes without 
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number for the back of careleſs fools, whom 
they carry along with them. 


Impious ſcoffing. e vice is too apt to flatter 
itſelf ; and thereby become more inexcuſable, Rom. ii. 
1, &c. Pſal. I. 19, &c. A good father will never make 
uſe of puniſhments, when he can gain his children by 
mildneſs. R. Not only juſtice, but goodneſs, requires 
to puniſh the guilty. K. 


' j 
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INE, NO addicted to *, is lite a 3 l 
er of noble faculties; ſtrong drink of 
any kind 18 what leads to violent raging; and 
whoſoever is deceived thereby, with the ſpecious 
language of drunkards, is not at all wile. _ 


Drunkenneſs. The creatures of God are good, and to 
be gratefully uſed, for the benefit of foul, as well as body. 
Exceſs is ever Hurtful. The fight of a drunkard affords 
moderating inſtruction. Caution and prudence ceaſe 
with undue quantity, Jam. iv. 1, &. Even the warmth - 
of ſociality may ſometimes ee Chron. xxiii. 29, &c. 
They who have leaſt reaſon to heh are the moſt apt to 
part with it. 


The juſt ear of a di 7 king is tremen- 2 
dous as the roaring of a ferce lion let looſe : 
whoſo thus provoketh him to anger ſinneth 
5 againſt the 2 and happineſs of his own 
dul. 


Compare Prov. xxit. 9.—ix. 18.— . 12. F. 
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Wrath of kings. Equitable rulers are a terror only 
to evil works. Deipotitm is horrible. It is injudicious 
to contend, where there is no hope of ſucceſs. Rage, 
armed with force, is like the ſea in uproar. | 


It is an honour for a man to ceaſe from 


ſtrife as much as hollible, and Hill more from fo. 
menting and perpetuating it; but every weak 
wicked tool will be eficiou/ly meddling with 


_ what doth keep theſe up. 


Strife. The beſt at times are too apt to take offence, 
and even to exceed in wrath, Watchfulneſs and reſo- 


lution, therefore, are eſſential to genuine excellence. Be 
not officious in other people's bulineſs- Beware of falſe 


honour, and taking to a party. 


The fluggard will not plough in proper time, 
by reaſon of the famiſhing winter cold; there. 
fore ſhall he be forced to beg even in harveſt, 
and have“ next to nothing when others live at 


eaſe. Yn 2 


Sloth, Opportunity loſt is often irreparable. In. 
dolence, though deteſtable, wants not ſome excuſe or 
other. Self-pleaſing is at the bottom of all. Few do 
pity them. Begin life with diligence, ſo as to acquire a 
habit. '® 


Counſel + in the heart of 2 judicious man is 


id out of common view, like the bottom of deep 
water: but a man of fimilar 200d underſtand- 
ing Will be able 10 draw it out. 


Deep counſels. Human nature ought to be well 
{tudied, Thoſe who live i in public ſtations are moſt con- 


Or cbtain. H. f Or deſign. | Rather 3 Fr 1 N a 


Cd 
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cerned. It is pleaſant to fee the traces of truth in all 
nations. . | | | 5 
We bleſs thee, n gracious God, for the excellency of 
that reaſonable nature thou haſt inveſted us men with; 
and that by our diſtinguithing faculties, we are but a 
little lower than the angels, having dominion over the 
other works of thy hands, in this vitible world. 


Moiſt men will proclaim aloud every one 


his own Gbounteous goodneſs; but a fancere 


faithful giving man who can ſor. find? 


True generoſity. To give is endearing, and yet ought 
not to be boaſted of. Truſt not large ſpeakers upon 


beneficence. Modeſt and cheerful almonizers encourage 


the neceſſitous to aſk. A bountiful heart is pleaſed with 
occaſions to aſſiſt. What a treaſure is ſuch an one? 
What a fruitful ſpring of good? Few vices diſgrace hu- 
manity more than in gratitude, Luke xvii. 17. 


The juſt charitable man walketh c/o/e in his 
integrity through life ; his children by that 
very means often ate blefled with an agreeable 
competency after him, 


Upright beneficence, An illimited juſtice comprehends 
the whole of duty; and mutt be the fruit of principle. 
Integrity is proof againſt temptation, and renews ſtrength 
with its own experienced weakneſſes. To a right fenſe 
of things, charitable juſtice is the higheſt of all luxury; 
and is for moſt part rewarded even in time. Domieſtic 
eaſe is feldom, if ever, Hurt by it. Examples make a 
deeper impreſſion than reaſoning. R. e OL TR 


A patriot king, that ſitteth in the chief throne 
of judgement, ſcattereth away all #nown evil, 


with his frm impartial eyes. 


King and government. The end of rule is to preſerve 
property and good order; which requires ſuperiors to 


10 
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be watchful, intelligent, generous. A king is anſwer. 
able for ſubordinated governors. Fidelity and not rank 
is the glory of office. Preſence and look of high worth 
is terrible to the wicked, Subjects who experience good 
ought to be grateful. It is mad preſumption to give 
out mere will for a law. R. Princes ſhould be accuſ. 
tomed, as an eſſential part of their religion, to hear daily 
the ſtrongeſt and the moſt ſalutary truths. R. 


Who can ſay, with conſcious truth, 1 have 
made my heart perfectly clean, I am pure even 
from my favourite ſin? 


* 


Per feftion unattainable. Tn proportion to the greatneſs 


and weight of people's obligations is the danger of their 


falling ſhort. Thoſe who are the moſt humble and uſeful 
take the wideſt views of duty, Jam. iv. 17. Sanctifica- 
tion of the heart is indiſpenſible, Jam. i. 14, 15. Prov. iv. 
23. Sinful thoughts ſurpriſe the beſt. Watch unto prayer. 


Be humble Feel the need of mercy; that is, of goſpel grace 


Divers fal/e weights, and. divers falſe mea- 
ſures, one to purchaſe, and another to ſell out 
with, both of them are alike abomination to 


the ſovereign equitable Lord. 


Trading juſtly. Appearances of piety render known 
immoralities along with them quite ſhocking. Take 
not advantage of the young and ſimple. "The world 
was not made for one perſon. Dread divine more than 
human vengeance. The reverſe of God's nature and 
will, he muſt hate, as he loves . . aint 14, 
15. Pfal. 1. 16, &c. | | - 


Even a child, above mere non- age, is known 


by the prevalence of his doings, whether his 


work be the effect of pure innocent diſpoſition, 
and whether it be /ike io iſſue in what will 
after wards prove right to him. 


11S 


ill 


* 
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Diba oftions N What people love, or di moſt, - 
is ſoon determined by their tenor of acting; eſpecially 


when keen as well as frequent. Some probable judge- 
ments from thence may be made of the earlieſt appear- 
ances among equals, Prov. xxii. 6. | 


The hearing ear, and the ſeeing eye, the 


Lord hath made even both of them, 2 AE 
uſed while young, and ever after. 


. Bowily members. Each part of the hana frame 1s ad- 


juſted with great beneficial wiſdom, and ought to be ac- 


knowledged with warm pious gratitude, Jam. i. 17. 
Depend upon heaven in a way of diligence, for improv- 


[2 


ing all good gifts. The knowledge of God and ourſelves, _ 


ſhould be the chief aim of all our reſearches. R. We 


need only our own exiſtence to be convinced of God's. R. 


Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and ho- 
nour, and power; for thou haſt created all things, and for 
thy pleaſure, they are, and were created ! Thou art the 
firſt cauſe, and the laſt end. 


Love not unneceſſary lep, leſt Kon ſhould 
come to abject poverty; open thine eyes, for 


fetting about work, and thou ſhalt be latished 
with bread. 


Induſtry and gb. Think, contrive, execute and per- 
ſevere. Contentment is efentia] to happineſs, Pſal. 


XXXVile 4, &c. n and . indolence are 


often united. 


It is naught, it 1s is naught, faith the ſelfiſh 


deceiving buyer; but when he is gone his 


Ways. then he boaſteth of a great bargain, 
Fair traffic. The neglect of lawful means is a mg 


temptation to what is injurious. Over-reaching buſt- 
neſs is deteftable. Numbers and frequency do not leſſen 


this, 1 Theſſ. iv. 6. Why wiſh. to ſhock the ingenuous 


22 


13 


— 
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ſeller? Bluſh for juſtice and religion when the ſimple 


15 


16 


17 


are deliberately hurt, Plal. v. 45 &c. Mutual accommo- 
dation by trade is a great privilege. | 


There is much deſire aſter gold, and a mul. 


titude of bright /hining rubies; but the lips of 


him who has ſound uſeful knowledge are a much 
more precious REY jewel han them all 
together. 


- Uſeful and ſcaſonable wordt. Every kind of knowledge 
is good, which conduces to the advantage of private 
and focial life. Diligence demonſtrates eſtimation put 

upon it. No jewel is to be compared with that of a 

good conſcience, the favour of God, and the hope of 
eternal life. 
We acknowledge, O Lord, that we find eurſelves un. 
fatisfied after all the uſe and enjoyment of the things of 
this world, which prove no better to us than vanity and 
vexation of ſpirit. We have defires of good greater 
than theſe worldly things can ſatisfy; and we have 
capacities of good, greater than theſe worldly things can 
fill. We are ſtill deſtitute and craving, who will fhew 
us any good? Flow large fo ever our portion, and 
bew free ſoever our indulgence Ih as to lle enter 
tainments. 


It wwould be proper . were ſuch a 1 lawful, 2 
take * his mg/t neceſſary garment, that is ſurety 
for a mere ſtranger, 10 recover your own again; 
and take a much higher pledge of him who 6 


engages for a ſtrange immode/t woman. 


 Suretyſhip. Great riſks ought only to be run for 
approved' good people, Matth. v. 42. | 


Bread of wwilful deceit is ſweet at the time , 
NE hs * the future. 
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acquiſition, to a baſe injuring man; -bot after- 
wards his mouth ſhall fee/ from ſhame and 


grief, as though it were to be filled with 


vexatious gravel. 


; Fraud. The proper uſe of riches is to obtain by 


them what nature ſtands in need of. Imagination en- 
larges want beyond bounds, and leads to unlawful ſhifts. 
When pathon ſubſides the peſtive nature of vice is felt. 
Trouble enhances this, like a morſel of ſtones inſeparable 
from the teeth-and gums. It neither can be ſwallowed, 
nor ſpit out; but ever. ſeems to fay, reſtore or be 
damned. 


Every purpoſe 1 is be eſtabliſhed 
by judicious counſel ; and above all other, with 


political good advice make and conduct even 


neceſſary. war. 


| Counſel. Strictly examine deſigns by conſcience and 
ſcripture. Pious experienced friends are ineſtimable. 


Diſappointments are ſoothed by having done our beſt, 


Policy is often more requiſite than frength. Diſcern- 
ment with courage mark genuine prudence. 


He that goeth about as a tale-bearer of what 
he may have had in confidence, revealeth thoſe 
ſecrets 0 the hart of many ; therefore meddte 
not with him: as an intimate that thus Hatter. 
eth with his unjuſt cruel lips. 


Flattering whiſperer. A tale. bearer affects endearinjy; 
regards wherever he goes, and is a complication of vil- 
lanies, Jer. ix. 3, &. They who betray others, want 
only time and DpPOrRrUORty, to do the ſame with thee. - 


185 


19 


Whoſo either in word, or in deed, curſeth his 20 


father or his mother, his lan hining at the 
23 


— 


21 
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time ever fo bright, ſhlall at length be FY out 


In * obſcure darkneſs. 
Par abuſed. The higheſt degree * unnaturality i is 


to annoy the inſtruments of life, and infant tuition. All 


advances towards killing, may be underſtood as an aban- 
doned ciaſe, Exod. xxi. 17, Deut. xxi. 18, &c. Their 


very / name is a blot upon human kind. 


An inheritance may be gotten baſlily 
evil means, at the beginning of life; but the 
end thereof ſhall not be bleſſed with FEW 
long enjoyment. 


| Covetouſneſs. To | acquire honeſtly and lay out with 
reaſon are eſſential requiſites to prudence, religion and 


| tappinets; Uprightly obtained poſſeſſions, though ſud- 


den, may be both pleaſantly and profitably enjoyed, 
1 Tim. vi. 9, &. A divine curſe lurks in ſinful pur- 
olRies and muſt conſume them, Job xv. 29, &c. Hab. 
in. G. Amos vii. 4, &c. 6 


Say not thou inwardly, Iwill recompence 
in wrath the evil which has been done ; but ra- 


ther wait with patience on the all-wiſe, omnipo. 


tent Lord, in the uſe of proper conciliating means, 


and he ſhall ſave thee from greater injury. 


Traf Ge He it guilty of revenge Who brood: 
angrily over miſchief. To. retaliate, as private perſons, 
would be to witneſs and judge in one's own cauſe, 
Rom. xii 19, &c. Lewe Xx. 18. Redreſs may be meck- 


ly ſought from rulers, Rom. xiii. 1, &c. 


Make us ſenſible, Q-thow-migf high; of the power thou 
haſt given us over ourſelves, tor: the government of our 
affections and actions; and ſtrengthen our ſpirits againſt 
all foreign impreſſions and violence, by the confideration 


af our dependence upon thee, and of thy all-tutficiency 


for us, and ſovereignty over all things: that we may, in 


Doin, w$Þ- 


Pra 
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the worſt outward condition, be ſatisfied in thee, _ 
ſels our ſouls in patience. 


Divers fal/e weights, 10 buy and fell out a 
are an abominatiof unto the ſupreme equitable 
Lord; and a falſe OO balance 1s not 
good neither. 


 Falſehood in trade. je” ts greatneſs of wiſe RH, 8 
concern to avoid certain evils, we may judge of their 
malignity, ver. 10. chap. xi. 1. The number of offen- 
ders will but enhance puniſhment, Prov. xviii. 5.—xvi 
26. 


Man's: various goings. are appbinted 90 the 
Lord; how can a man then, wnlefs he be N. 
underſtand his own proper way ? 


Providence. Obligations of piety and virtue, though 
clear, require an upright ſober judging mind to perceive 
and feel their influence. Do the beſt and leave iſſues to 
heaven. 

O thou Creator of mankind, make them all partakers of 
thy image and favour! And to that end, make thy 
ways, and thy Son, known upon the earth, and thy ſav- 
ing health among all nations! Reform tlie ſtate of re- 
gion, which was ſet up in the perfection of wiſdom and 
righteouſneſs, by Ju Chriſt!" And let not the power 
of it be abated and loſt, by ah, mixtures' of cithuſiafm 
and fuperſtition! 


It * is a ve xing fir to che man - hs to. 


voureth at random, that which is holy; and 
after ſelemn religious vows to make inquiry 


concerning the nature, or obligations of them. 


24 


25 


13 aur is he that Lath eaten of the offeri ing 5 but, re- 


Aedling an his vows, delayeth to perform them, Deut. iii. 
21. Lev. vii. 16. Ectl. v. 4 5. Num. A. 3* 


| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
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| 
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Dewvout ſeriouſneſs. To withhold pious. and charitable 
deſtinations i for private ends is undoubted facrilege. En- 
gage not raſhly, nor be indifferent about the perfor. 
mance. '- Wreſt not holy things from their original pur. 


Poſe, Deut. xxiii. 21. Eccl. v. 3, 4. Acts v. 1, &c. Be. 


fore a man n makes Yows let him conſider well, and not be 
inſnared. „ 7 Ho 


A wiſe benevolent king ſcattereth like chad 


the injurious wicked; and not only ſo, but * 
brin 8 131 wheel / condign Sand over 
them. | a 


Kings. Fidelity and 3 are efſential to kiok 
office; that diſguiſe it{elf may not eſcape, Pſal. ci. 2, &c. 
The happineſs of a prince ſhould be that of tals peo- 
ple. R. 


The intelligent ſpirit of a ; man is the candle- 
light of the Lord, FRETS. all the inward 
parts of the belly. | 


Conſcience. Power to reflect and judge of actions is 
our grand prerogative, Matth. vi. 1, &c. That know- 
ledge i is molt complete, which improves the underſtand- 
ing and ennobles the heart. R. 

We bleſs thee, O moſt glorious. Lord, for that having 
placed i in the beſt part of us, our reaſon and conſcience, 
the ſovereignty over our ſenſations, imaginations and 
affections; which being inferior according to the law of 
our nature and creation, we are bound to obey. 


| Mercy to need, and Arict exerciſe ef truth, pre- 
ſerve, like faithful guardians, the King in his 
rights : and his throne of eminence 1s ſteadfaſtly 
upholden by mercy more than pomp. 


Or turneth round. H. 7 Wheels were mad: uſe * to 


ſeparate the huſks from the grain, 1/a. aun viii. 27. H. 


ſtripes that fink deep into the body, 
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King. The honour and comfort of high ſtation is 


uſefulneſs, ſuited to the extent of their power. Even 
neceſſary puniſhments ſhould be with reluctance. Kings 


onght always to be apprehenſive of thoſe who never con- 
tradict them. R. Regard not perſonal inclination in 


the affairs of ſtate. &. | | | 
Let true religion, O God, be faithfully taught, and 
univerſal virtue be effectually encouraged by the wil- 
dom and power of thoſe who ggvern ; and let every one, 
in his peculiar ſation and relation, adorn his behaviour 
by ſobriety and righteouſneſs ! =, h | 


The ex/ernal glory of young men is their 
ſtrength for action; and the like beauty of 
old men is the grey flvered head. 

Old age and youth. Vigour and experience, from years 
together, do fignally conduce to public good. Happy 
they whoſe - temper accords with promiſing outward 
forms, Ch. xvi. 31. 1 8 N | | 


The * blueneſs of a ſnart wound for correr- 


29 


30 


tion cleanſeth away evil, lite a medicine; ſo 


do ftripes. with that ſame view, the inward 
parts of a man, which ſeem to affect the belly. 
Correction. Some N are not to be reclaim- 
ed but by ſevere means. Harſh potions often benefit. 
* Or the chanſing of an wound feemeth an evil ; /o fees 
H. 0) 


* 
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HE tins WP is in he wits of the 
ſupreme Lord, even as the rivers of 


water are; and he turneth it whitherſoever 
he will. 


Providence and kings. Public temper and happineſs 
do much depend upon people in ſtation, 1 Tim. ii. 1, &c. 
The worſt deſigns and actions are ſometimes graciouſly 
overruled. How much more excellent is the intellectual, 
than the world of matter? Pal. xxxiti. 15. Divine pre- 
ſence and operation pervades every where. He is ever 
nigheſt to aid and comfort where he is moſt reſembled. 
Corruption in courts extends itſelf gradually. R. 
Unite us unto thee, O God, by the love of righteouſneſs, 
who cannot finally proſper in unrighteouſneſs, any more 
than we can prevail againſt omnipotence / 


Every way of a man, at the time of acting, is 
right in his own eyes; but the Lord Pon- 
dereth the real ate of his heart. 


God onmiſcient. Even good men may be partial to 
themſelves, chap: xvi. 2. 1 John i. 7, &c. God often 
fulfils his deſigns by ſuch methods as would ſeem to us 
calculated to diſappoint them. R. 


Suffer us not, O God, to deſcend farther into that de- 


generacy, which renders us incapable of any delightful 
and bleſſed converſe with thee, the Mot Holy ; but grant 
that we may ſeaſonably bethink ourſelves, and uſe all 
proper means for the reformation of our lives, and for 
the refinement of our ſpirits : that ſo we may by a con- 
ſtant improvement of ourſelves, at laſt be preſented unto 


+ Ox, like as rills of water. 
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thee, through the recommendation of thy 8 naked 


with thy divine. image, and be accepted of thee by him. 


To do impartial juſtice and vt judgement 
to our fellow-men is more acceptable to the all. 
perfect equitable Lord, than the maſt c N 


did ſacri tice. 


Juice and facrt this. When worſhip interferes with 
works of righteouſneſs and mercy, theſe laſt are to be 
performed, Mic. vi. 6, &c. Heb. xii. 16. 

We aſcribe unto thee, 0 God, the glory of the greateſt 
goodneſs, directed by the greateſt , and exerciſed 


by the greateſt power ; and as nothing is glorious but 


goodneſs, ſo we honour the greateſt perfection of it in 
thee : we own with humble gratitude, that it is the pe- 


culiar privilege of our nature, that thoſe moral perfec- 


tions, Which are in themſelves divine, are communicable 
tous; and that we can imitate thee in them, and reſem- 


ble thee by them, and both enjoy thee, and * e 


neſs, in the enjoyment of thee! 


An high contemning look, and a proud heart 4 


which leads io this, and the ploughing of i// 
acquired property by the wicked is heinous ſin. 


Pride and injuſtice. 


Self conceit becomes quite inſuf- 
ferable through time. 


Rather part with an advantage 


over others, than hurt humility. What the proud in- 


tend for immediate conſolation, doth often turn. out the 
very reverſe, Job xviii. 5, &c. Plal. xeii. 7. By a 
haughty eye a man's vice of pride is diſcoverable. | 


The planning thoughts of the upright dili- 


gent“ tend only to plenteouſneſs; but of 
every one that to avoid hene/t labour is haſty of 
enriching themſelves by injurious means, only to 


diſgraceful want. | 3 
'* Or, will bring certain abundance, H. 


| 
| 
' 


| 
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Diligence and avarice. Moſt methods of becoming 
N without fair employment, are criminal. Read. to 
ſonable competence is infinitely preferable. Gradual WW fo! 
increaſe is ſafeſt and moſt laſting. Keen W ſchemes 5 
for ſecular prove ſeldom Hue well. : 8 ſo] 


6 The getting of large treaſures by a 11 ying ca 
tongue 1s a vanity which will diſappoint, even 
after the falſehood has been toffed to and fro 
of them that ſeck death, as it were by fu 5x 


means, inſtead of well enjoyed life. 


Covetoufneſs. Buying and ſelling has much to ar in 
the way of guilt, There is an eating moth in criminal 
3 Lofs of character is ſtill more certain, Jam pe 
v. I, &c. 

We acknowledge, 0 God, with ſatisfaction, chat there 5 


is no power on earth, or in heaven, that can diſpenſe fes 

with thoſe laws of nature, the reaſons of which are eter: 7 

nal and unchangeable ; as being eſtabliſhed not only F 

by the ſupreme authority of God, but as being copies ef 

thoſe imitable Perfections, the ſacred original of which! is 

in thee! th 
0 


The robbery of the wickoe! wall, in he ond, hi; 
both torture, and deltroy them; becauſe, for 
ee of polſelſion, TIP: refuſe to do alen kg 
Ju agement. . 1 1 


Koblery. There is a falſehood of dealing as wal as of 
ſpeech. Legal adminiſtration of puniſhment is for both, 


8 The way of a depraved man is + raſh fle 
forward, and ſues in ſtrange unhappy effetts ; in 
but as for the pure deſigning perſon, his work! 
is invariably right on. 


* Or, ſpall be driven 25 his Nong ly into rare of cath. A. Ss 
+ Or, « * of FUrmngs, Prov. v. 3. ui. 5 it __ 


Chap. XXI. 


Intentions good and bad. The principal {kill of ſome is 
to cheat and undermine. Equitable works are. Si uni- 
form produce of fair compoſed intention. 

To thy divine truth, O holy God, our ſouls are „ rnade 
ſobject; ſo that when it is perceived by our underſtand - 


ing, we can no more command our ſentiments, than we 


can command the nature of things itſelf. 
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It is better to * dwell in a narrow ſecreted 9g 


corner of the f houſe-top, than with a brawl- 
ing contentious woman in a 8 elegant houſe 


Jn Wb 


Female contention. Ne of near relatives are 
peculiarly vexing. Want of ſhelter and freedom are 
ſufferable, in compariſon. Eaſe of mind is "difficult 
amidſt perpetual furious ſtorm. People given to ſtrife 
ſee every thing in the ks light, and are ſoon irritated, 
I Pet. iii. I, &c. 


Ihe ſoul of the wickes: defireth to ſee and 10 
his nt harmleſs neigh- 


purſue blameable evil; 
bour, therefore, findeth N 8 or no Ae in 
his eyes. 55 Rds 


Iniuriouſneſi. A heart ſet upon vice bane"? be tranſ- 
greſſing. The uncharitable are ſuſpicious and apt to 
misjudge. Moſt people are blind to their own iniquity. 


When the rude inſulting ſcorner is condignly 


puniſhed, even the ſimple is made wiſe, by re- 


flection; and when the wiſe 10 a good degree is 
ſtructed, he receiveth yet more knowledge. 


; Inflrudion. Scorners loſe all modeſt regards and muſt _ 
Enjoy quietneſs, Gen. ti. 3. f Or on the top of à tur- 


rel, 2 Kings xxiii. 12. Hef. vi. 9. Zepb. iii. 6. 2 Chron. 
xx. I Zo A. 
R 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


"= PROVERBS. Chap. XXI || ct 


not be tenderly managed. Public puniſhments are be 
meant to intimidate. Magiſtrates are chargeable with W v 
what they might have prevented. He who is faithful 
: befriends many. Happy they who are ever open to 


| 12 The* fincererighteous man wiſely conſider. an 
e.th how the houſe of the wicked has been ad. 1 
L vanced, and doth not envy him; but Almighty 
God, toner or later overthroweth the wicked 
| for their injurious wickednels. 
Unlawful riches. We ſhould endeavour to view the w. 
events of life, ſo as to be inſtructed from them. Few fa- | 
milies by upright means are all at once exalted from low 
circumſtances. The more that evils are now ſecreted, gu 
the more will providence take revenge, Job v. 3, &c. Pal. ¶ bec 
xxxvii. 36. It is a ſafe rule for one's houſe to cleanſe from ¶ ma 
every ſinful increaſe. High rank augments natural de- 
haughtineſs. | | ey” 


13 Whoſo ſtoppeth his ears at the petitioning me 
cry of the poor, he alſo ſhall cry himſelf, under 
preſſures of indigence, but ſhall not be heard | * 


with acceptance. def 

Untenderneſs. They do not properly hear the voice of = 
diſtreſs who would keep out of their way, or contrive art- | 
ful excuſes to avoid aiding: Luke x. 31, 32. Few t 
characters are more generally deteſtable. With what 805 


3 of confidence can they pray? Iſa. i. 11, &c. In. 
en are brethren, and each man has a right to what - gr 
ever he has need of. | 0 © OR 


14 A gift conferred in ſecret pacifieth anger; ¶ «t 
and a larger reward known to be laid up in the m 
* Or when a juſt man giveth proſperity to the houſe of the | te 

wicked ; he ſeduceth bad men unto fin, Joſh. i. 8. Jer. xx. ed 


21. H. 


boſom for one who has been hurt even by ſtrong 
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Gifts: To conciliate we ought to reverſe our ſormer 


injurious practices. He who gives the firſt offence is 
moſt apt to diſtruſt. The more delicate both as to time 
and manner, the more efficacious are kind deeds, Gen. 
Xxxii. 23+ 5 1 | | 


t 18 the puret and moe laſting joy to 'the 


generous Juſt, to do equitable 5 ; but 
be to the cruel 


ſure grief and deſtruction ſha 
workers of iniquity. _ - bs. 

Equity and fraud. Upright ſouls are chiefly' diſtin- 
guiſned by the pleaſure they have in doing good; or 
becoming like unto their maker. Be not too rigid. A 


man's heart is the ſeat of religion. Conſcious. guilt is 


death to real enjoyment. Thoſe in high office ſhould 


EL ; 


take pleaſure in being actively uſeful. God needs only 
to give the wicked over to their own paſlions, and im- 


mediately they become miſerable. R. 


Grant, O God, that all in their ſeveral places and ca- 


pacities may glorify thee, by promoting that everlaſt- 


ing and univerſal righteoufneſs, which is thy gracious 
os: - to advance unto a juſt ſovereingty among all 


reaſonable beings ? 


The man that, with his knowledge, wander- 


eth out of the way of pre/cribed underftand- 


16 


ing, ſhall through time remain fa# in the con- 


gregation of the wicked dead. 


Obflinacy. What omnipotent love preſcribes is the bigh- 


eſt reaſon ; and is marked with clear evidence. How 
miſerable a ſtate is it to be driven to and fro, by divers 
fooliſh luſts? Gal. vi. 6, 7. The wicked go from one 
ſtep to another, till the underſtanding becomes infatuat- 
ed, the heart and feet run to all forts of crimes. . 
Make us ſenſible, 0 9 that as none can ſubſiſt 

| 2 | 


—————— — Un. 7] “! A. 
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without thee, ſo none, ſuch as are enemies to righteouſ. de 
neſs, and therefore enemies to thee, our God, and chil. tu 
dren of the devil, can ſupport themſelves againſt the ou 
divine ſupremacy which is univerſal, and againſt that di- 

vine * which is irreſiſtible! 


17 He that * loveth mere bodily pleaſure, ſhall 5 
from expence and eagerneſs together, be a poor ge 
man in the end; he that loveth intoxicating lp 
wine, and feet ſcented oil in particular, ſhall 
not be rich for any time. 

pe 


FRE) OT facations. Prodi cality and Noth are e high jed 
ways to beggary. Even a life of mere amuſement can- tir 
not be innocent. One ſinful indulgence leads to ano- ra 
ther. The ſoul which ſickens under theſe muſt have 
been made for higher things. They who live: ward 


the largeſt incomes muſt be ruined. 1 
18 The wicked, from their frequent, and Don 8 
miſpendings, ſhall be obliged to ſell off, and be. , 
come as a ranſom for the 7hriving righteous + 
and the more laviſh tranſgreflor, for the i. 
Aeribiy upright in dealing. - 


Vice ruinous. The removing or abating of public fo1 

-guilt becomes an acceptable ranſom for thoſe good that ſul 

remain, chap. xi. 12. An habitual honeſt aim comes to ex 
be well known and recompenced. 


19 lt is better to dwell in the ” de fort wil- Þ nm 
derneſs for ſelf-enjoyment, than with a peeviſh, ar 
ene, and an inceſſant angry F woman, || ſt 


Bad female temper. How ineſtimable a bleſſing is do- 
meſtic peace ver. 9. How great a duty. They un- co 


or deli ighteth in feafling, 2 . ings XX. 30. Gen. xx viii. ft 
18. 1 Kings i 1. 20, . + Or wife, Gen. i i. 29. or 
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derſtand not religion who make not their houſe a ſanc- 
tuary for devotion and love. Contentious huſbands 
ought alſo to think of this. | 


There is 2 competence of treaſure to be de- 


fired, and what may purchaſe even fore of fra- 
grant oil at times, in the dwelling of the dili- 
gent wile ; 3 but a weak wicked fooliſh man 
ſpendeth it quickly up. 


Diligence and waſting. Wiſdom 8 cel pro- 
per uſe of wealth; and is often ſucceſsful, Raſh pro- 
jectors defire too much, and in too ſmall a compaſs of 
time. They alſo live faſt from expectation. A 
rance is a cruel ſhocking vice. 


| He that followeth after righteouſneſs be- 
tween man amd man, and yer more eſtimable mer- 
cy towards the poor, findeth a life of pure enjoy- 


ment, and aiding righteouſneſs, when his ſitua. 


tion may reycars it, and certain honour. 


uſtice and mercy. Divi ine promiſed are only made to 


the affectionately good, Matth. v. 6.—vi. 33. Profeſ- 
ſions without juſtice and almsgiving will never do. Be- 
fore any one can be liberal he muſt be juſt. The moſt 
ſublime delight is to imitate . Diſintereſted . 
extorts praiſe. 


A prudent wiſe man fealeth, h to freak, * 27 


20 


21 


22 


may be compared to the city of the mighty, 
and caſteth down, not unſeldom, the boafted . 


ſtrength of the confidence thereof. 


Prudence. It is only by mental pious and bak ac · 
compliſhments that outward advantages are rendered 
uſeful. How frequently hath art ſucceeded againſt 


ſtrength. Such maintain every ſmall | WP of — pro- 


greſs, Eccl. ix. 13, &c. 
R 3 
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""Þ PROVERBS. Chap. XXI. 
Whoſo keepeth the words of his mouth and 


Kis tongue in converſation, keepeth the life of 
his ſou} from various ſore troubles, = 


Tongue-government. What knowledge and experience 
doth frequently repeat muſt be important. Avoid Riff 
uſeleſs ſilence and obſerve the good rules of e Be 


ever mild and condeſcending. 


Proud, in/olent and haughty rey td is bi 


name, who regardleſs of God himſelf, Ge 
in s contentious * wrath. 


" Wrath and contention. Haſte is for moft part both im- 


pious and uncharitable. Man is a weak inſufficient 


creature, whom lowlineſs doth well become. Attempt 
not to riſe upon the real or ſuppoſed blemiſhes of ano. 
ther. Avoid ſatyre. Pity rather than publiſh faults. 


The #nworking defire of the flothful killeth 
him in time, through torment of want, and ſe 
were bodily diſeaſes ; for his hands, when mf 
able, refuſe to labour even for a maintenance. 


Sloth. Demands increaſe as to ſtrength and number 


by ſluggardly wifhes. Such an one is ever craving and 
ever deſtitute. The affluent themſelves have a call to 
work for others. To be idle is at once to ſteal and mur- 


We confeſs, O Lord, that while we very carefully ob- 
ſerved, and very much regarded that good and evil 
which is natural, and were exorbitant in our deſires of 
pleafure, and in our averſions to pain; we have little 
regarded the much more important difference of moral 
good and evil; and ſo lived without that religious obe- 
p/n Et ſhould have rendered our actions agreeable 
to our e, and obſervant of the laws of * our God. 


| * Or lawleſs diede. = 


day long, and is an abject beggar from floth 
but the hone/t diligent righteous * has a compe- 


tence, and giveth, alſo to the * needy, 


and ſpareth not. 


Diligence and ſloth. Continued Jefire 3 is fatal to enjoy- 
ment and leads to covet ; yea, often to ſteal. Benefi- 


cent charity is a debt to want; and grateful pious re- 


turn. It conſults with. affection more than expediences,. 
Eccl xi. 1, &c. Matth. v. 7. Pſal. xli. 1, Kc. 2 Theſſ. 
lit. 10. 


The mo/? expenſioe facrifice of the wicked 5 
an abomination te the Lord; how much more, 
when he bringeth it with a bafe wicked com- 


muting mind for known e or to acquire 
a name. 


: Hypocritical devotion. Some place all their piety in 
bodily exerciſes ; being either ignorant or evil deſigning, 


Ta. i. 11, &c. Mic. vi. 7. Jam. iv. 8. Our religious 


worſhip | is an adoration of God; and our e obe- 
dience is an imitation of him. 

_ Gracious Father, as thou addeſt new days to our "OY 
ſo let us do the proper work oi theſe, under the conduct 
and direction of thy good ſpirit; until we come to that 
reſt which is provided for thoſe who anſwer the relation 


they ſtand in to Chriſt, and are followers of Kun as dear 


children, having Chrif formed in them. 
A falſe ſpeaking witneſs, eſpecially if upon a 


ſhall periſh for ever; but the man that heareth 


the — of it, to declare as he knows, {peaketh 
conſtantly in ſupport of righteous truth. 


True and falſe witneſſing. Even a common lar will | 


* Or his deſires are fully erated Prov. xxi. 13. H. 


Chap. XXT,— PROVERBS) =. 
He coveteth greedily to live in eaſe, all the 26 


27 


28 
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Cbriſt may live in them! 


Te 


ſoon expoſe himſelf, and periſh from all credit, intereſt 


and uſefulneſs. It is lying to aver as true, what we are 


not certain of. 


A wicked man hardeneth his face, from 


attending to wiſe ſeaſonable counſel; but as for 


the upright in his aims *, he directeth his 


way of behaviour by clear revealed rule. 


_ Uprighineſs. Some are at pains to deceive themſelves, | 


Thoſe who are fincere do ſearch and pray, as in Pal. 
Cxix. 33, 34. Vice is progreſſive, Ex. vii. 8, &c. Pal. 
i. I, 2. | Sa, 

Bring all men, gracious God, to the knowledge of the 
true religion ; that it may have a weighty influence up. 
on them, for the transforming them into the likeneſs of 
Chrift ; and grant that Chriſtians may not only be un. 


der an external denomination from their religion; but 


* 


may be endowed with a principle of life by it, and that 


30 There is no ſuccgſiſul wiſdom, nor ſagacity 
of underſtanding, nor indeed counſel from any 
quarter, againſt the unerring righteous Lord 
God Almighty. ke e I F 


Providence. Our beſt judgement is to follow God, and 
devoutly to requeſt his aids, Pſal. exxxix. 1, &. 

Keep it, O Lord, upon our minds, that the time is 
ſhort, in which thoſe who are good can ſuffer from the 
power and malice of thoſe 'who are bad ; and in which 
thoſe who are bad ſhould repent and become good: and 
that as ſoon as this ſhort time is ended, there will be a 


ſeparation of the one from the other unto eternity. = 


31 "> horſe is prepared by his judicious rider 
againſt the awful day of battle; but wid 


» Or, he corretcth his going. 


Chap. xx J. 
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rious + ſafety to both, is of the infalile n 
potent Lord. 


Vidbory. Providence doth either blaſ or promote Bo. 
man deſigns, Pſal. xxxiii. Lt &c. Iſa. xxit. 11 xi. 
1, &c. | 

Let the conſideration of thy providence, 0 } Pa? make | 
us patient of our preſent momentary. ſufferings, and 

compaſſionate to all others who ſuffer ; if by any means 
ves. we may be inſtrumental to reclaim fuch as make them- 
fal. ſelves miſerable, and to hinder thoſe who (as far as they 


fal. are concerned) make others wie = 8 


the 1 | e 6 

up- e 5 

of - 6-4-4 $-0-4/4 4d: . 

un- | : 

but | 125 | 

hat Ws 3 
woos CHAP. XXII. es 


ity A Good name from virtue, even among 12 

men, is rather to be choſen of all who 
rd I judge aright, than great /ore of riches; and 
their intimate loving favour rather than heaps 
of fine hlver and gold. 


Reputation. r is W on its own account, 
is and for the ſake of eminent advantages from it. To be 
the regardleſs of fame is to become abandoned. When this 
ich is cauſeleſsly injured, integrity with patience of hope will | 
nd be our reſonree, Matth. v. 9, &c. 1 Cor. iv. 3, &. A 
: 2 _— als name is his 2 3 1. wo to them chat: mo- x 

elt it. A 


er Here the rich ind the poor do meet toge- 2 
7o- ther; the ſame great good Lord is the maker 
of them all for mutual benefit. 


+ 2 Sam. xxiit. 10, 12.— i. 2 


- _— 3 
l 
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Ranks of life. All are equal in the main. A juſt 
bond of union. They who labour for others, lay them 
under an obligation of juſtice and gratitude, Mat. ii. 10. 

Ila. iii. 15. Amos viii. 4. There ought to be neither 
loathing, nor envy. _ | ig 
Grant, O ſupreme Lord, that thy moral perfections, of 
- goodneſs, righteouſneſs and truth, being communicated 
to all thy creatures that are intelligent and voluntary, 
they may be to one another, according to their abilities, 
| _ what thou art to them all, juſt and good, merciful and 
beneficent. | OE 5 
3 A prudent man foreſeeth the approaching 
evil, and hideth himſelf from its power if poſ. 
able; but the careleſs credulous ſimple paſs on 
wnprepared, and are often puniſhed by extreme 
tr oubles. | ; . | 


Prudence and weak An Caution is requiſite in 


every ſtep of life. Weigh attentively probable circum- . 


ſtynces and effects. Adviſe with the judicious aged. 
4 By humility and the true filial fear of the 


Lord, are noble ſati;fying riches and honour. 


with right judges, and ſweet enjoyment of lite. 


Happineſs. A habitual devout temper is modeſt, 
What are all the wiſeſt and beſt compared with him who 


is infinite and infallible? Godlineſs is profitable unto all 


things, Pſal. cxii. I, &c.—lxxxiv. 11. 4 N 


5 Thorns of inſtant trouble, and ſnares holding 


down to what is yet worſe, are in the way of 


the froward tranſgreſſor; he that doth keep 


his ſoul 10 be governed. by a divine rule, ſhall be 
far from them both, 0 


Mildneſs and wvrath. Impulſes of mere humour are 


liable to affliction ſevere and unexpected. Though quiet 
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uſt outwardly they are inwardly tormented.” Watch the 


em firſt emotions of evil to repreſs them. 


ner By the ſimple method of catechizing, train up 6 
a child in the pious, ju/t, charitable way of life 

he ſhould go: and when he is old, /rom yoyous 

ry, habit and cuſtom, it is more than probable he will 

;es, not depart from it. | N 2 


Education of children. Governors of youth have an 
zwful charge. Check the buddings of vice by mild 
ing remonſtrance. Principles are eſſential to + 61 beha- 
50 viour. As reaſon unfolds it ſnould be addreſſed in pro- 
portion to endear what is good. Eaſy condeſcendin 
forms of ſpeech ought all along to be uſed; and the 
-me i moſt important things ofteneſt inſiſted upon. Inſtructive 
hiſtories have a fine effect. A few melancholy unnatu- 
ral exceptions ſhould not be urged againſt common ex- 
in perience, Eph vi. 4. Gen. xviii. 19. Lead the mind 
um- gradually on and make truth reliſh. KX. Dry maxims 
5 and cold precepts diſguſt. R. Heb. v. 10. 


The rich in common ruleth with a high hand 7 
over the poor, and the borrower is 700 often ob- 
lized to be ſubmiſſive as a ſervant to the ſevere 
fiſh lender. Fi orb 


Influence and dependences. Favours from men are 
chiefly to be valued by the views with which they are 
given. They ſhould be made to fit eaſy both in their 
manner and expected returns. It is dreadful to haraſs 

oſe whom we ſhould ſupport. Better to want for a 
time than to be under obligation to a proud ſuperior. 
Even the natural burden of gratitude is not ſmall to a 
Jelicate mind. Parents themſelves are to be obeyed in 
the Lord. | EIS, 


He that ſoweth iniquity ſhall reap the vexa- 8 
ious vanity of diſappointment ; and with the 
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very enſign- rod“ of his canſelef violent nga 
He ſhall fail + of his hope. 


I 
h 
5 « 
Vice deceitful. There is a natural puniſhment a anner 

ed to moſt kinds of guilt, Job iv. 8. Hoſ. x. 9. A ver. ü 
atious rich man, will meet with his match in time, Ifa . 

q 

01 


xiv. 9, &c. Beneficent people are the moſt happy. 


He that hath a bountiful aiding eye. Chal 
be bleſſed in him ſelf, and by others; for he, 
giveth largely of his bread, and like ſubſtance, 
to the well known regular poor. MF. 


Liberaliy. Thoſe who are covetous hardly ſee any t! 
thing which they do not wiſh to have. The charitable 
are ſatisfied and ready to ſpare for modeſt want. A de 
fight of wo with ſuch is equal to an earneſt petition W he 
It is accompanied with ſelf-enjoyment, the favour of Go 
and of all the good. Objects of beneficence are as va. 
rious as human wants, 2 Cor. ix. 6, &c. Matth. xx. 15, 
Prov. xxiii. 6 


10 Caſt out the ey miſchievaus ſcorner, and 
| contention ſhall ſoon go out; yea, vpbraidin 
ſtrife and mutual reproach ſhall for ever ceale, 


Pride and contention. Vain conceit enflames by the 
ſlighteſt diſappointment. To vilify and ſcoff is what 
moſt people can do; and yet is ſeldom forgiven. Hear. 


ken not to a reviling tongue, Pfal. ci. 5. 2 TIRE” 1 « 
17, 14. any 
the 


11 He that loveth pureneſs of heart-/ubmiſſ pre 
8 government, for the grace of ſpeech out of bis ber 
lips, che king himſelf ſhall be his friend. our 


Submiſſion to government. The upright deal in ſoft con Pre 
ciliating methods, and are the bond and joy of ſocial and 


* Or, ſceptre, Gen. xlix. 10. H. f Or, be broken. H. 
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nger life, Jer. ix. 4» Ke. There is a dignity and bx eetneſs in 
P honeſt words. Thoſe of ſtation ſhould be deſirous to 
find out and recompence them, Plal. ci. 6, 7. 


aner May all thoſe, O God of infuit: majefly and love, who by 


\ ver. their office and diſtinction, are charged with the tempo- 

„ Iſa. ral welfare and eternal falvation o men, faithfully ac- 

„ OK quit themſelves ; fo that they may give a good account 
of their truſt to thee, in the great day of the Lord! 

hal The complacent eyes of the Lord preſerve 

r be thoſe who have thorough practical knowledge, 

auc; and he overthroweth in his anger, the mif- 


5 


chievous words of the 3 perfevering ; 


e am] tranſgreſſor. = 


1table God's Iove and hatred. No EGS: appearances. can 
t. AW deceive won wiſdom. He takes leſs delight to dwelt i in 
tition. MW heaven, than in the ſoul of the juſt. R. 


f God The day is thine, O Lord, od the night alſo i is ; thine, 
as va. who never ſlumbereſt nor fleepeſt ; be thou our perpe- 
. 15. wal guardian and protection, who haſt declared thy elt 
io repenting ſinners reconciled by Fe efus Chrift. 
and The habitual ſlothful man faith, 0 extenugts 
idin his guilt, there is a lion of binderance without, 


| f . 
by "HY the ſtreets. 
y the 5%. Indolence is quick to invent 3 Novel 
wha fary projects are often much retarded by it. Where 
Hear God and duty call, let no man fear. | 
Af, ii Suffer us not, O gracious God, by the confideration of 
5 any unwarrantable example among ungodly men, or by 
55 the conſideration of any diffieulty and uneaſineſs, to be 
24 prevailed upon to give up ourſelves as loſt ; but remem- 
F bi bering our glorious original, from whence we are fallen, 
| our remaining poſſibility and capacity of reſtoration, 
may we ſet ourſelves, under thee, our kind Creator and 
t con Freſerver, to become again ſuch as thou mayeſt own, 
ſocial and delight in! 


a. The mouth of frange whirifh women 


| ſhall be flain outright, if 1 meet him even in 


13 


14 


15 


of correction ſhall drive it far from him. 


Correct at firſt by tender expoſtulations; and after. 


16 


7 


there is good hope of ſucceſs. 


come to Want. 
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is dangerous ts virtue, even as a deep pit: he 


that is abhorred of the Lord, for profligacy of 1 
manners, {hall fall therein by Jujt per niiſſſi 922 . 3 
Immodef! women. Females loſt to virtue ought to be * 


inſtantly fled from. They who deliberate have already 
forgot God, and are in the utmoſt hazard of being aban. 
doned by him. 45 
We confeſs, O Lord, that engagement from thee is N xi 
an alienation from our proper ufe, and from our neceſ. 
fary happinels, and from ourſelves ; but by oppoſition ; 
and enmity againſt thee, we paſs into another contrary 
nature, .and are ſo. far, not any part of thy creation, but 
the moſt unaccountable defection from it. HY us to 
remember this, and ſhew ourſelves men! 


Self-willed fooliſhneſs is too often bound 100 
in the heart of a child indulged, but the rod 


Correction. Moſt young tempers may and -ought 0 
be win by mild methods, without unſeaſonable yielding. 


wards if need be with more ſmartneſs. Deſiſt not wi 


He that opprefleth the poor to increaſd 
his more; than Sufficient riches, and he that 
giveth to the rich, when they a/h, ſhall ſurely 


Oppreſſion. Plain truths are the moſt beneficial. Ill 
got treaſures do not long laſt, Pal. xlix, 14, 16, &c.—W 
XXxXVii. 1. Sighing and groaning fetch help from hes th 
Ven. 

Deliberately bow down thine ear, hear vill 52 
attention the words of the wiſe, and apply * 
thine heart unto the proper uſe of my divint ¶ ©, 


knowledge. ha 


Inſtructiun. Obvious truths mould be put into various th: 
lights, and be honeſtly prepared for. | 
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For it is 2 pleaſant thing at the very time, if 18 


thou keep them within thee 20 meditate upon; 
and they ſhall withal be fitted for ready ſuit- 
able ujeful converſe * in thy lips. 


Meditation and converſs9. The progreſs of wiſdom is 


unſpeakably joyous, and TINY expreſion eaſy, Matth. 
xii. 35, &c. 

1herefore that thy ho truſt may be in the 
Lord Jehovah, I have made known, as above, 
to thee this day, the pleaſure and benefits of re- 
ligious diſcoveries, even to thoſe that fend I 
alſo, for being inſtructed. 


* Learning to be encouraged. No principle 6r rule of piety 
but is to be found in Solomon's Proverbs; and moit 
of them often repeated. The more we advance in com- 
fortable divine experiences, the more doth Almighty God 


wwe of us. In the darkneſs of trouble he will be 


our 59 7 ; 
Lfſed Lord, and univerſal governor. of heaven and 


earth, may we thy creatures and ſervants whom thou 
haſt endowed with underſtanding and reaſon, and ſo 
made capable of knowing, adoring and truſting in thee, 
preſent ourſelves and our acknowledgements often at 


thy footſtool! We do not forget that the ſufficiency of 


us creatures is in conjunction with thee the Creator; 
and that we who can do nothing without thee, can do 
all things through him that ſtrengtheneth us. | 


Have not L written. before to thee excellent 
things, in reſpect of counſels for good behaviour, 
and knowledge of various other en, Os 
beſides? = 

Counſels and tnowledge. Right 1 of life aGmilate 
the ſoul of man to its divine original, in diſpoſition and 
happineſs. Subtile refinements ſerve often only to ſpoil 
the underſtanding and corrupt the heart. R. 


* As maxims or proverbs. a. . 


"x 25 
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21 


22 


23 
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That 1 might make thee know. the #7. 
doubted certainty of the words of cele/tial 
truth; and that thou mighteit anſwer with 
confidence the words of truth, % clear precious 
and authoritative to them“ that ſend unto 
thee for being ſimilariy inſtructed. 

Inftrufors. The ſure grounds and evidences of what 
we both believe, and do, ſhould be well underſtood, 
1 Pet. in. 15. Rom. iv. 22. Reſt not in mere head. 
knowledge, Iſa. lv. 3. 1 4 

Cauſe us to take cognizance of thee, our God, and to 
make juſt acknowledgernents to thee, by words of cele. 
bration, and acts of obedience ; and not ungratefully 
to diſown that bounty by which we ſubſiſt: and con- 


trary to the conviction of reaſon, the ingenuity of nature, 


and the demands of eonſcience, to contemn and flight 
what is moſt glorious and adorable ! : 
Rob not the poor m any degree, betauſe he 
is poor to ręſiſt; neither yet more .cratlly op- 
preſs the afflicted from want or Juffering which 
thou canit not but fenow, in the wery gate of 
4 ion. No outward circumſtance is eeemed from 
being juſt and juſtly dealt with. The more guilt is ay- 
gravated, the ſeverer puniſhment is due to it. Exact not 
with rigour. Pity and aid the ſimple. Dread ways 
and means which require concealment. Courts of jul. 
tice ought ever to be aceeſſible, and to retain'pleuders for 
For the Lord Go of fabbaoth will plead 
their cauſe with ſucce/5 in the. end, and mujer 


#bly + ſpoil the ſoul- peatre of thoſe that craelly 


unnaturally ſpoiled them. I 
Oppreſſion. The ſeat of divine judgement is impartial 


* Thy branches or children, Cant. iv. 13. 1 Or courts 
of juftice, Deut. xxi. 19.—xxv. 7. H. I Or haraſs. H. 


X11, 


5 
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aud a model to every other, Zech. vii. g, &c. Ex. xxii. 
21. Job. xxxi. 21. God cannot ſuffer an eternal blemiſh 
in his work; and therefore light with goodneſs, muſt 


triumph over infernal darkneſs. R, 


Make no friendſhip with a quick angry 
man, and with a furious re/entive man, thou 


ſhalt not often go even for commerce ; leſt thou 


learn from exampie his raſh hazardous ways,. 


and get, in time, a fatal ſnare to thy ſoul.. _ 
Friendſhip. A neceſſary engagement to the comfort 

of life, requires both delicacy of choice and future beha- 

viour. Thoſe who are apt to take offence, muſt he jea-- 


lous, proud, domineering. Exchange of | ſentiments 


and hearts prove more and more endearing... 


Be not thou one of them that ha/ily ſtrike 
hands of agreement for life, or of them that are 
familarly raſb ſureties for debts; 


24 
25 


26 


Engagements and ſurelyſbip. A neceſſary duty binds all a 


who are able; but in different caſes we are bound to 
deliberate much, chap. vi. I.—Xi. 15. Engage not for 


more than can be paid with juſtice. 


If thou haſt nothing of money. ſufficient to 
pay for failing of a principal, why ſhould he 


who: is creditor have it in his power io take away. 


thy very bed from under thee 9. 


Suretyſbip. Eaſy tempers have much to fear amongſt 


the neceflitons and artful... To become liable to ſuffer 


from law and ftri juſtice is an alarming ſtate. Hard 
lying and painful reflections are not eaſily ſupported. . 


Remove not, with thy knowledge, the an- 


cient. dividing land- mark, which thy, fore-fa- 


thers have ſet to determine property. 5 
Injuſtice. Fraudulent encroachments are the moſt 


criminal, Deut. xix. 14.—xxvii. 17. To vitiate writs 


”- 


28 


——— 
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4 

) 

5 

| 
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is CR of like kind - — to enjoy what 

25 their on in peace. 
29 Seeſt thou a man that is diligent in his pre. 
buſineſs ? he ſhall ſtand before kings, he 
hall not ftand a/ways before mean obſcure 

men. 8 

 drdufiry. He who carefully diſpatches work excites 
attention, acquires credit and wealth, fo as to be even 
courted, Prov. xxi. 5. Gen. xl. 19. | 


- 4145444 $> - 


C HAP. XXIII. 


HEN thou fitteſt 2 n invitation, to 
eat with a ruler of opulence, con-. 
Acer diligentiy * what is lad before thee; 

2 and be cautious, ns though thou didjt put a 
Jharp-eaged knife to thy throat, in place of thy 
mouth, if thou be a man given to g/urtonous ap. 
3 Petite. Be not eayer/y deſirous of his rar? 
5 expenſ ve dainties : for they are deceitfu 
#uer/oading meat. 


Glattony. Temperance is u chief virtue of religion. 
Nich people are moſt in danger of exceſſes. The poor, 
by being ſeldomer tempted, are ſometimes put into 

eat hazard: then t eaſon ought moſt to be conſulted. 
The meats may be ſplendid, if people ſet not their hearts 
upon them. Hoſpitality, and diviſion of remains among 
the indigent, is truly noble. The throat has been often 
fatal to both health and life. Conſult with real and not 


* Or, in whoſe preſence thou art. H. 7 or, put a reirain 
upon thine ap eite, Hab. i. 13, Deut. viii. 9. 


— 


272 


See 
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Seer . 
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Chap. XXIII. 
provoked appetite. Beware af acquiring a tate . 
ſtation. Think of your young riſing family. | 


Labour not with axa/rduous ſolicitude to be 4 

n rich; ceaſe from thine on early over- 
valued wiſdom. Wil thou i fet thine“ 5 
eager eyes upon that which in compariſon ts not 
ft to be thought of among real important things? 
For riches, be they amaſſed to the utmoſt, certain- 
ly make themſelves wings at laſt, they fly for 
ever away from us, as an eagle ſwift and /trong 
doth toward the clouds of heaven. 


Avaree. Worldly goods are not to be deſpiſed but 
ſought for in meaſure. Money is not an end but a 
mean of temporary ſupport, Matth. vi. 33. John vi. 27. 
A pions, juſt, charitable heart, is the only meet one for 
a better ſtate. Things of time never yield what they 
promiſe, beſides their being ſhort and uncertain, 1 Tim. 


vi. 17, 9. 

Eat thou not when thou canft aunid a, even 6 
the neceſſary bread of him that hath an evil 
deceitful eye t, neither defire thou with rar 
nejtneſs an invitation ts accept [of his dainty 
meats. For as he thinketh in his niggard 7 
heart, ſo is he mo/? baſely difſembling ; Eat and 
drink plentifully, faith — with his lips to thee, 
but his heart of real afjeftion is not at all with 
thee. The morſel which thou halt eaten, 8 
ſhalt thou vomit up 10 him, not only in his 
thoughts, but in his ſubſequent viſits for mare than 


ample return; and thus falt thou loſe the late 


0 Compare La. ix. 1. Ecd. v. 1I. 1 Fo. d. 2. 


1 Both errors and wirtues of the min make ufe of bodily 


hence #hey are 


members, chap. æxii. 19.—xx/th 2, 5. 1 
named. 
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apparent beneßt of thy whole former ſweet þ 
words. E 
. | Niggardly ly diffimuliition. He Ss covets worſhips mam 
mon. The generouſly hoſpitable, deal not at large in MW | 
fair ſpeeches, that are. often- confuted by. a. trembling N 
hand, dejected look, or ſullen peeviſh manner in the end, 
The very beſt things from a ſordid miſer are undeſirable, 
Their feaſt is proverbial. Love without diſſimulation, 


Be pleaſant and not teaſing. 
Speak not gently into the ears of a weak ok 


ie fool, for in place of amending, he will 

deſpiſe the very wiſdom of thy words. 
Rebule. Counſel, with admonition, ought ever to * 

place where there is probable hope of being uſeful. 

any other caſe they only ſerve to increaſe guilt, Mah 

vii. 6. Prov. ix. 7. To appear conſiſtent the wicked 

affect diſbelief of both principle and rule, Pſal. xxxix. 


1, &c. 

We, thy creatures, holy Father, who have been W 
ed from thee, and depraved in our. nature, by cuſto- 
mary and habitual ſins, lift up our ſouls unto thee, im: 
_ ploring thy compaſſion towards thy offspring, the work 

of thy hands; and making our e to thee, for re- 


ſtoration and recovery! 
Remove not the old land- mar k er divifio x 
of property; and enter not thus into the ed 
fields of the unenperienced fatherleſs. For Aft 
their protecting Redeemer from injuries is 
mighty: he ſhall plead: their cauſe with n 
thee, fill thou. art expoſed and ene uni- wor 
werſally. 
| Tajuflice. That i is fearful hurt which is done to 1 Pio: 


. diſtreſſed people, chap. xxii. 28. Eccl. iv. 1. No, hu- the 
man laws nor evidence can reach to every caſe, Deut. a 
Aix. 14, &c. Ex. xxii. 5, &c. Divine * To: Fen 


* 2 Chron. XX. 10. 5 pro 
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Eccl. xxv. 1.2. 5 
apply thine heart unto his momentous in- 12 
ſtruction, and thine ears from thence to the 
words of ſound ſaving knowledge. 

Learning. Even the cleareſt obligations of juſtice. are 
too apt to be overlooked. The utmoſt extent of duty 
ſhould be known and pondered. Some ſeldom hear 
and always with prejudice, John. iii. 19, Kc. Noble 
frankneſs in diſeourſe, ſhuns all evaſions. R. . 
Our time, O Lord, whickf is in thy hand, may be very 
ſhort, and our death may be very near: and how ſhall 
we then accompliſh the work of the whole day in the 
cloſe of the evening, when the night approacheth where- 
m no man can work. E 1 
Withhold not needſul correction from the 13 
child of thy heart; for if thou beateſt him 
with the rod. when his crimes are aggravateu, 
he ſhall not die under fadicious diſcipline. Thou 14 
ſhalt beat him, 7 repeat it again, even with the 
tod, and fhalt thereby deliver his ſoul from 
premature death, leading down to the pendition of 
hell. | 2 . 
| Correftiom. Youth and unreflecting levity are deſign- 
ed by heaven to be under authoritative government. 
After gentle methods it would be-cruel often to neglect 
what is more ſevere, Miſtaken tenderneſs increaſes new 
improper demands. A fallen obRtinate temper malt 
not be yielded to. The hell of a wicked confcience is 


worſe than death, Prov. xiii. 24. 5 | 

My dear ſon, if thine heart be wiſe, for reli- 15 
pious and moral obedience, my tender heart ſhall 
then rejoice, even mine. Yea my mod ferret 16 


reins thall rejoice, when thy lips, in more ad- 


vanced age, ſpeak of right things, to ihe im- 
provement and happineſs of others. | 


17 
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.- Good children. Under God, children are moſt indebted 
to the inſtruments of their exiſtence. Filial affection is 
a kind of inftin& and not to be violated without horror, 


Rom. i. 30, 31. Son is a term of love, which cannot be 


commented upon. 


Let not thine heart envy proſperous ſinners: 
but be thou in the fear of the N and ny 
Lord all the day long; 


Fear of God. For the trial of goodneſs, vice is ſome. 
times allowed to ſucceed, Pfal. Ixxiii. 11, &c. Envy 
itſelf is impious. Belief of? unerring wiſdom, and the 
future ſtate, ought to quiet every ſolicitude, Pſal. xxxvi. 
1. Strengthen theſe by meditation, reading and prayer. 
No ſcheme. of. virtue can anſwer where Deity is not 
taken in. This affects all. The moſt improved glory 
in them. 

Separate us, 0 God, from vain imaginations, that we 

may be at entire liberty for the uſe of thoſe means by 
which we have ſacred eommunion with thee ! As every 
day preſents with opportunities for the important care 
of our ſouls, which is to end in heavenly life; ſo receive 
us for that purpoſe, into thy 9 Svidante and 


| Bleſſing ! 
18 


For, be the wicked ever fo great for a time, 
ſurely there i is an entire end to them, and thine 
expectation ſhall not be frally cut off. 


End of good and bad. What catches and detains the 
ſenſual eye will ſoon. and for ever ceaſe. What ends 


the ſinners joy commences and finiſhes out bleſſedneſs to 
the. righteous. Proſperous vice is an argument for ano 


ther world, Pfal. xxxvii 3, &c. 
Holy and merciful Father, let religious- diſpoſitions be 
eſtabliſhed in us, and unchangeable reſolutions of living 


agreeable to thy revealed will, upon full ſatisfaction of 
reaſon and judgement, that what thou doſt command is 
entirely for our good; and that thou haſt been exceed 


ingly gracious in making us capable of ſuch an obedience, 
and laying us under UE molt natural and indiſpenſable 
obligations „ 8 
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3 


20 


21 


in .. "0 
bred | Hear thou, wich attention, my dearly beloved 
n is WW ſon, and be wiſe 79 avoid intemperance ; and 
Tor, guide thine heart ſelf 1 in the /over uſeful way 
l of true virtue. | 
| Temperance, Be not farce by appearance, Advice, 
ers: though unpalatable at the time, may be kind and bene- 
only ficial, upon the whole. Underſtanding, memory and | 
. affection, ſhould be full of what is right, chap. iv. 23- 
me il Be not often among #nown wine- bibbers; 
n among riotous eaters of fleſh nicely cooked. 
| the W For the ſhameleſs drunkard, and the glutton 
xXvi. 
per. /ikewwi/e, ſhall come to abject poverty: and ha- 
not ¶ bitual ſuggard drowſineſs, ſhall in time clothe 
lory I a man with mean tattered rags. 
© Luxury and idlene/ſs. Corporeal pleaſures waſte ang 
: 8 ruin. The utmoſt weight of argument becomes neceſ- 
* fary to thoſe who are juſt entering upon the world. 
n tadiouſneſs to eat and drink demonſtrates a low ſenſual 
e turn, Rom. xiii. 7 3. Luxury muſt have conſtant nex 
gt gratifications. It 1 is alſo the moſt effectual mean to ſink 
courage. R. 


0 glorious and holy Lord God, we have too often lived, as 
if we were made only, Or chiefly, for the exerciſe of the 
body, and for the enjoyment of this world; and have 
been governed from without by the objects of ſenſe, and 


duct of reaſon, and the direction of conſcience. 


Hearken diligenily unto thy father that be- 
gat thee, and deſpiſe not the pious warnings of 
thy mother when ſhe 1s old. | 

Parents to be honoured. Senſual luſts are often too 
ſtrong for the cleareſt powerful TT It is of uſe 


to balance one ſtrong paſſion with another. Mar not 
parental happineſs. Study tempers of the young. 


and fell It not away again for any thing ſecu- 


incentives of paſſion, rather than from hin, by the con- 


Buy the truth of every kind, with all due pains, + 


22 


24 


*5 


26 


*7 
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lar, alſo prudent wiſdom and inſtruction zo live 
well, and underſtanding of neceſſary requif ifate 


belief 

No one 'is fiflicient Wen and ſafely to direct 
bimſelf. What is valuable requires labour of body and 
mind. Truth is often clouded by prejudices and abound. 

corrupt maxims. There is no good ſo eſtimable ay 

ſound practical knowledge, Wiſd. chap. vii. This will 
either govern or condemn. 
The truths of thee, our God, which we were by nature 
ſubject to, we have not conſulted ; but ſo far as they 
were unwillingly perceived by the reaſon of our minds, 
we have rebelled againſt them : and though we could 
not ſubdue and deſtroy, we have forced and overruled 
that governor within us, ſet up and authorized by thy 
divine wiſdom and love. 


The father of the righteous fhall greatly 
rejoice in the uſefulneſs of his advanced. life ; 
and he that“ begetteth /uch a wiſe child, ſhall 
have joy even to glorying of him. Thy attention 
to teachable years, and thy ſolicitous father and 
mother ſhall be glad indeed; and the that hare 
thee ſhall hu rejoice 10 her latter end. 


Good children. No delight can equal that of worthy 
immediate deſcendants. It more than balances for- 


mer ſolicitous hours, cares, griefs and e The 
reverſe is pain above every other. 


My very dear ſon, give me thine heart to o be 


in hructed, and let thine eyes of judgement ever 


after oblerve my preſcribed ways. 


Knowledge applied. Without the heart in ion 
there can be no hope of ſucces. Fear may deter from 
fn; but eſteem and affection follow hard after good. 
Treaſure and fond defire unite cloſe, Jam. i. 22. 


For to caution againſt one mot frequent ruinoui 


9 Or, hath begotten. I 5 . 
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vice, remember that à whore is lite a covered 
deep ditch, which betrays and drowns into horri- 
ble vexatious evils; and a ſtrange proſtitute wo- 
man is a narrow pit-/all, WWPence there ts no ren 
covery, or but rare. 


Immodęſt women. Scandalous debaſing commerce be- 
tween the ſexes loſes all reſpect for ennobling qualities. 
Each party profeſſes that which they are entire ſtrangers 
to. Few difficulties in converſion are ſo hard to over- 
come, Hoſ. i. 17. Cruſh-it in the birth. What en- 
chants with ſweetneſs ends in poiſon. R. 


She alſo lieth in wait to ſeduce as robbers do 28 


for a prey, and thus increaſeth wofully the 
number of tranſgreſſors among men. 

\ Immodeſt women. Purity is or ought to be a chief fe- 
wake jewel. One unguarded moment doth often ter- 


minate in loathſome impudence. Arts of love gain 
with too much eaſe upon the unwary. 


Who“ hath wo? who hath Bitter forrow ? 29 


who hath frequent hot contentions? who hath 


filly pe/tive mas; who hath wounds with- 


out proper cauſe? who hath redneſs of eyes, 
to diſgrace and infure agr ceable looks ? 
that tarry long at the wine, they that go to 
leek with ſolicitude mixt choice wine, 10 PR 
their appetite. 

 Drunkenneſs. The deformity and wretchedneſs of a 
t are great deterring arguments. Queſtions 
brief and clear do elegantly expreſs abhorrence. A 
corrupted blotted conſtitution is the fure iſſue of an in- 
temperate habit. Quarrels become next to unavoidable. 
Some ſleep their laſt by means of a ſurcharge. They 
have not friendſhip i in their power. | 


Look . thou with eager defire upon the 31 
V Or, to aubem elongeth. H. 
* 


They 30 


{ 
| 
d 
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wine, when it 1s red, when it giveth his en— 
ticing ſparkling colour in the cup, when it 
moveth itſelf aright, by /Arengith and good 
keeping. 

Bodily ſenſes to be governed. Heart and head are > often 
led by the eye. Avoid temptation if you would be ſafe; 
and what has formerly proved dangerous. Drink and 
eat to ſubſiſt or to cheer at moſt. Forego not at any 
time the power of uſefulneſs. 

At the laſt however pleaſant and generous the 
liquor moy ſeem, it biteth and keepeth faſt hold 
like a provoked ſerpent; and * to death 
like a poiſoning adder. 


Drunkenneſs. To horror of mind 7" an extreme 


debauch, is added a feveriſh nauſeating ſtomach and 


racking head. Such live not for moſt part half their 
time ; and then die under cruel agonies. Often fudden 
and infamous. 


Thine eyes, with liquoriſh heat, ſhall ſeek 
after and behold ſtrange diſſolute ſenſual Wo- 
men; and thine ungoverned heart ſhall lead 
thee alſo to utter impious per verſe di/turbative 
things. 


n, Drunkenneſs is the very 
parent of uncleanneſs, and ſometimes perjured adulteries. 
Hoſ. iv. 11. How cruel to deareſt intimates! Impor- 
tant ſecrets too are revealed; and thereby chief friends 
divided. Mad wretch! And all for a ſenſual moment, 

Yea, thou ſhalt be from numerous thick-ſet 
dangers, as he that lieth down on ſhip-board, 
while in the midſt of the wide raging ſea, or 
as he that yer more hazardou/ly heth upon ſome 
narrow room on the top of a high maſt. They 
have ftricken me, ſhalt thou ſay, by ſad effects, 
and yet I was not fick io death, they have 
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infeſted houſes and companies. 
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beaten me /ore, and l felt it not, /o as to amend; 
when ſhall | awake 70 former ee ? I will 
ſeek to repeat it yet again. 


Drunkenneſs. Tippling no leſs than frequent hard 
drinking, render people ſottiſn. They both endanger 
trade and health to a great degree. They become at 
once the cauſes of ſtupidity and obſtinacy. Even 


' ſmart ſuffering doth not ren. Deſperation crowns 


the horrible "ny 


eee 


CH AP. XXIV. 
E not thou envious againſt evil proſper- « 
ing men; neither defire, on account of 


their ſplendid entertainment, to > be often in com- 


pany with them. 


Envy. To live above the world is a great and dif. 
ficult duty, 1 John ii. 15, &c. Fret not at ſucceſsful 


vice but rather compaſſionate. Frothy delights promiſe 


more than they are' able to make (gk and cannot 
be reflected upon with eaſe, Pſal. cxli. 3, 4. Fly from 


For their heart being full of the world * ſtu- 
dieth what muſt lead to deſtruction ; and their 
lips from thence, ds principally talk of miſchief. 
Evil company. When the animal ſpirits are up, peo- 
ple are apt to be unguarded. Intemperance is the mo- 


ther of various crimes, Pſal. cxix. 115, 118, &c. Sepa- 
ration is the proper mean of cure. R. 


Not through /uch neglect but ſteadfaſt exerciſe 


* Or meditateth on rapine. H. 
> 2 
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of wiſdom is an houſe / good accommodation 


builded p, and by the influence of ſimilar pru- 


dent underſtanding, it is /ong eſtabliſhed: 
and by continuance of knowledge ſhall the 
chambers be filled % with all manner of pre- 
cious and pleaſant riches. 

Domeſtic wiſdom. Right conduct cannot ſubſiſt with, 
out a well informed mind. Having fixed upon a proper 
end we ſhould next think of the proper means. When a 
family has been reared, its credit ſhould be kept up. Few 


in compariſon are ruined by real misfortune. Wicked 
heirs deſtroy ſoon the purchaſes of much honeſt labour. 


Sobriety is the baſis of virtue. That poſſeſſion is plea- 


ſant which is clean from meaſures of fraud and violence. 
The poor alto receive from thence what is their due; 
which renders the fare of life doubly delicious. 

A wife behaving man is ſtrong, from his good 
habits and friendſhips ; yea a man of ſuch excel- 
lent beneficial knowledge increaſeth ſtren gth, 


6 while he lives. For by wiſe counſel, when it is 


* 


needed, thou ſhalt make thy war: and i in the 
multitude of counſellors, lixe bim, there 1s 
unqueſtionable ſafety. 


Strength from Enowledge. Application is the glory of 
underſtanding. Skill of men and things is far ſuperior 
to bodily vigour. Haſte from paſſion is always a fign 
of weakneſs, Men of {ſkill and prudent fore-caſt are 
fitteſt to command. Expect not national virtue from 
effeminate characters, Job xii. 13. 1 Chron. v. 2, &c. 
Eccl. ix. 16. 


Wiſdom of diſcourſe is too high for a weak 
diſſipated fool: he * openeth not his mouth in 


the gates of general and learned aſſociates. 


Uſeful ranger faſton.. School-learning — to va · 


* Or, let him not open, H. H. 


A. Þ 2 


A- 
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rious ſubjects. Of theſe, to judge and plead ably are 


moſt important. They who officiate in courts ought to 


8 


be ſtudious, cool and impartial. 


He that with his knowledge deviſeth new 
ways to do evil, ſhall be called with jultice a 
miſchievons expert perſon. For the preme: 
ditated thought of buriful fooliſhneſs is fin ; 


and the {corner of virtue is an abomination to 


moſt men, 


Evil devices. Fraudulent and violent meaſures argue 
a baſe ſtate of heart. Thoughts are then evil when har- 


"FS 


boured with delight. To fcorn at good demonſtrates 


obltinate guilt, and is a common nuiſance. 


If thou faint /rom patience and virtue in the 
day of adverſity, thy“ ſtrength of religious 
principle is imall. 


Patience. To foreſee and: provide at trouble ĩs a 
chief point of wiſdom. Genuine ſubmiſſion admits of 
ſenſibility, Heb. xi. 5, &c.; but ſinks not. Trials are 
the touchſtone of ſincere virtue, Rom v. 4, &c. Jam. i. 
2. Hypocrites will ſerve God under bright ſun-ſhine.. 
Even death changes not the ſentiments. of pious: ſouls. 

Cauſe us, good Lord, to ſubmit willingly to thy chaſ- 
tiſements, which are the remedy of our ſouls, and the 


diſcipline of our benefactor; who doſt not neceſſarily 


afflict or grieve the children of men, but if need be, 


cauſeſt them to ſuffer adverſity in order to their amend- 


ment, and the bringing forth in them that are exerciſed 
thereby, the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs. 


If thou forbear he uſe of proper means, to 


deliver them that are drawn unto clear ha- 
zards of death, and thoſe in particular, that 
are juſt ready to be ſlain; If thou ſayeſt, in 
defince of thy cruel Nuggiſhneſs, behold, we: 


I Or, in fortitude thou art wanting. H. 
5 ö | 


10 


Le 


12 
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knew it not: doth not he that pondereth Ine 

the heart conſider / as to dete/t it? And he If to 
that keepeth thy own ſoul in life, doth not 

he mo/? affuredly know it? And ſhall not he. I a 

render to every man according to what his ri 

works really are, though miſunder/tood by others? K. 


Untenderneſs. Where ability and knowledge are, there of 
is accountableneſs for truſt, Jam. iv. 17. A faint- . 
Hearted ſilence may prove deſtructive, Pſal. Ixxxii. 3, 4. 


Ia. Iviti. 6, 7. They who are flow to do good are fo 2 
far unjuſt, He who may know thould know. Falſe- II 
hood added to cruel neglect is an extreme aggravation. 
God is privy to our moſt ſecret ſpiritual receſſes; and cr 
bas all our intereſts i in his hands, Fa. XXXi. by 9. Job th 
xiv. 11. 

13 My ork belovhd ſon, ear 950 honey: be 


when in thy power, becauſe it is in moſt caſes ſl + 
good for health; and the r drippings of the ¶ th 
honey-comb, which 1s peculiarly ſweet to thy 

14 wunvitiated taſte. So like both ſhall the diſtinct 2 
knowledge of practical wiſdom be unto thy 
ſoul: when thou haſt found it out, and had 
fame goed experience, then there {hall be a ſure 
immediate reward, and thy expectation, as 0 h 
another eternal es {hall not be cut off. PE 


Occaſions to be obſerved. Regard to taſte and profit 
ſhould be conjoined. What the divine goodneſs doth li- 
berally provide may be underſtood as moſt valuable. i 
This holds eſpecially true as to religious and moral 1 
rules with their n Our molt godly pe Is 4 


purity of virtue. os 
We confeſs, 0 Yard, that if we were aſſured of as 
much time for the renovation, and transformation of our 2 
nature, as we have ſpent in the depraving and corrupt- yy 
ing it; yet the proſpect of a difficulty like that of the 
Ethiopian changing his ſkin, and the leopard his ſpots, 0 


might juſtly * us who are accuſtomed to lin, and 
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now at laſt, upon our utmoſt peril, are obliged to learn. 
to do well. 


Lay not wait, O wicked injurious man, 


againſt the dwelling of the harmleſs uſeful 
righteous; ſpoil not his reſting place. For 
know, that a jult charitable man falleth by way 
of trial to his virtue, ſeven times, and yet under 
his Almighty friend, riſeth up no leſs frequently 
again; but the ob/inate wicked man ſhall fall 
into irretrivable miſchief. 


, 


Innocence ſupported. The beſt of people are ſometimes 


cruelly -oppoled, yet providence befriends them as to 
their chief intereſt, 1 John iii. 9. 1 Cor x. 13. 

We thank thee, O ſupreme Lord and governor, that 
being rightly inſtructed concerning thee our, God, we can 
expect from thee nothing leſs than what infinite goodneſs 
does beſtow ; and we can fear nothing worſe than what 
the ſame goodneſs doth inflict ! 


Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth inte 


fore alſliction; and let not thine heart be glad 


when by careleſincſi or worſe he ſtumbleth into 
groſs crimes; Leſt the equitable gracious Lord, 
as mult bappen, ſee it, and it greatly diſpleaſe 
him, and he turn away 7he effedts of his 1 5 
from him 70 thyfelſ. 


Revenge. The noble ſpirit of religion is to do * : 


to all and harm none. Who ſhould think of hurting 
ſuch? To rejoice in the miſeries of others is ſataniſh, 


John viii. 44. Mat. v. 9. To pardon others is an efſen- 


tial term of our obtaining pardon, Rom. xii. 17 &c. 


We extol and glorify thee, O Cod, who will not ſuffer 


any evil to happen, or be done, in any part of thy uni- 
verſe, but what thou, who art the chiefeft good, doſt per- 
mit among thy creatures, to whom thou art original; 


and which the moſt unerring wiſdom orders for good, to 


thoſe who are capable of it. 
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Fret not thyſelf againk divine permiſſion, be- 
cauſe of /ucce;ful evil men, neither be thou 


20 envious at the greatly proſpering wicked : For 


21 


22 


there ſhall be no defirable reward upon the 


whole to the impenitent evil 'man, the bright 
ſhining candle of the wicked, for a time, ſhall 
be forever put out. 1 | 

Submiſſion and envy. God's love and hatred cannot 


always be determined by people's outward ſtate, Pfal. 
Be not unealy and far leſs arraign divine 


Ixxni. 3, &c. 
conduct. His plan is unmeaſurable. How bitter is the 
remembrance of death to the wicked? | 

Bleſſed be thou, O Lord, who haſt fo ordered things, as 
to make that miſery, which is the puniſhment of fin, in- 
ſtrumental for reſtoring that duty, which. is the happi- 
neſs of us reaſonable creatures; and that there is no 


ſuch ſeverity, as delighting in the death of a ſinner, but 


hadſt rather that he ſhould turn from his ſin and live. 

My ſon, fear thou 1 offend again/t the Lord, 
and againſt the king; and meddle not in the 
moſt diſtant manner with them that are given 
to hazardous change. For their calamity 
ſhall at lengih riſe ſuddenly, and who know- 
eth /o as to deſcribe the utter ruin of them 


both? 


Jude 11. 


23 


Fear of God and the King. A habitual belief of d* 
vine preſence and inſpection is proof againſt any trial. 
Even a king's orders are only to be regarded in the 
ſecond place. Motives of wantonneſs or ſelfiſhneſs 
ought to be abhorred in changing, 2 Pet. ii. 10, 12. 
An oppreflor of mild government is a public 


peſt. . 
Theſe things alſo belong to the wiſe in 
high office. It is not good, but the reverſe, to 
have reſpect of perſons in judgement, ſ as 10 


favour then. 
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Partialty. Prudence and equity ſhould be well 


thought upon by ſuperiors. | 
heard at length, and then their claims honeſtly deter- 
mined, Deut. i. 17, ce. | IRS 

He that faith unto the wicked, either by 
word or deed, thou art to be honoured as righte- 
ous; him ſhall the people who ſuffer from 
them curſe, whole nations ſhall abhor him. 
But to them that hone/tly rebuke him for his 
guilt ſhall be delight, and a good general bleſ- 
ſing ſhall come upon them. 


Impartiality. The laws of truth and the conviction of 


our own minds are to be held ſacred. Flattery is odious, 
peſtive. What things are equal have the common ſenſe 
of mankind upon their ſide. It is ſuperlatively pleaſant 
to act above ſelfiſh deſigns, and greatly conciliating, Job 
XX1X. 7, &c. Is | | = | 
Every man ſhall have defires of 
love, which would lead to kiſs his gracious falu- 
tary lips, that giveth a right /ea/enable anſwer 
in judgement. 3 
Gracious truth. Be ſerious, adviſe, conſult and judge, 
1 Tim. ii. 1, &c. Such rulers are above all value. Juſt- 


neſs of thought leads to graceful expreſſion and manner. 

Prepare materials for thy work without, and 
make it fit for thyſelf in the field; and after- 
wards build up orderly thine houſe. 


Order. Diſcretion in buſineſs is pleaſant and ſucceſs- 
ful. The diligent avoid all tops from want of neceſſary 
articles. Good examples become uſeful to many. 
Things moſt requiſite merit our beſt thought and execu- 
tion. How ungraceful is a fair large houſe among 
grounds wild and uncultivated? A ſmall neat dwel- 
ling ſurpriſes, delights. Prudence diſappointed obtains 
univerſal pity: EMA ot es | 


* efkeem and 


Parties ought firſt to be. 
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Be * not a witneſs of evil againſt thy end. 
ing neighbour without /ome good cauſe; and 


when bound to ſpeak truth, deceive not purpoſely 


with thy lips. 


*9 
30 
31 


32 


33 


Truth in witne/ſi ing: Mankind are brethren, Luke x. 
30, &c. There is much danger in raſh ultroneous wit. 
neſſing, Matth. v. 22. Think with ſevere caution. Be. 
ware of equivocating. Repeat not in diſcourſe even 
real evil; but for ſome great public advantage, 2 Thel. 
iii. 6, Kc. Cruelty and falſehood mark what is infernal. 


Say not, when provoked, I will do ſo in re. 


venge to him as he hath cauſele/ly done to me: 

and I will, as occaſion offers, 7 

malicious man according to his hated work. 
Revenge. Rules of public juſtice are not to be applied 


by private individuals, Matth. v. 38. The guilt of the 
aggreſſor is exceeded by him who imitates. It i is weak, 


impious, hurtful, Deut. xxxii. 35. 


I went by the field of the fothful, and by 
the vineyard iz/eff of the man / void of un- 
derſtanding. And lo, in place of good for hu- 
man benefit, it was all grown over with choaking 
thorns, and zhick deep-rooted nettles had co- 
vered the face thereof, and the ſtone-wall 
thereof was in many parts quite broken down. 
Then I ſaw with indignation, and conſidered it 
well; looked upon it contemptuouſiy again and 
again, and received much beneficial inſtruction. 
Yet /aid the wretch of a man, when it was in his 
power to have addreſſed his own ſoul otherwiſe, a 
little more ſleep for 1he preſent, a little ſlumber 


* Or, bear not falſe teſtimony againſt thy neighbour, neither 
influence athers 8 thy Perſugſiont. H. + 9 * iv. 


ii. 1 4. 


er to the baſe 
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a leaf, a little folding of the hands to procure 
deſireable ſleep; So ſhall thy poverty like his, 
when imitated, come /udden, as one that tra- 
velleth in halle; and thy extreme want as from 
an unconguerable armed man. 
 Idleneſs. Order and diligence are needful to ſuceeſs. 

The very picture of ſloth is deteſtable. Ignorance itſelf 
may improve from thence. Regard ſtrong natural ap- 
petites and domeſtic eaſe, 1 Tim. v. 8. 
wild beaſts war againſt the indolent. It is wiſe to mora- 
lize upon the clear effects of vice, chap. vi. 10, 11. 


4 4 4e - -- --- 


ir 


T following are alſo Proverbs of 80. 


lomon, which the men of Hezekiah, 


kin g of Judah, one of his mo/t religious ſucceſſors, 


copied out * from W his other valuable 
writings. 
Proverbs. 


moſt momentous ſubjects. s ought to have their 
ONE? as much improved as poflible, 2 Chron xxi. 31. 


\ 


it is the glory of God, who/e government is 


univerſal, to conceal a thing + from numbers, 
till their minds are advanced ; but the chief ho- 


nour of kings 1s to ſearch out a matter of 


right and ſound policy. 


Providence and kings. 


God, as wile and good to his 


Compare Gen. xxvi. 22. 


went about. Put. for his nd da , 


Weeds and 


Theſe ſhort fayings of Solomon refer to 


34 


Job. ix. 75 For that end they - 


DE 


6 
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offspring, hides not what is neceſſary, Rom. ii. 14, 15. 
Pſal. xix. 7, &c. 
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being indolent, or ſuperficial, chap. xvi. 10. Job xxix. 
21, &c. JUnjinite wiſdom will be able one day to juſtify 
what is now impenetrable R. Laws ought to be im. 
ple, ſhort and clear. R. 

The heaven for height is remarkable, and 
the earth for depth, and the heart of kings, 
compared with the multitude, is unſearchable. 
Kings. Clear principles of law and equity do high 
honour to rulers. Contrivances for national ſecurity 
and ſtrength may and ought to be more out of common 
reach. Faithful ſubjects will beware of meddling, 
Theſe may be impenetrable without being falſe. N. 
Take away the impure droſs, from «of the 
precious ſilver, and there ſhall come forth a 
veſlel frem thence, for great credit to the finer, 

Diligence. Works of art are much hurt by baſe ma. 
terials. Natural improvements lead to important ſpiri- 
tual ones. 


Take away the UHU wicked, from before 
the king, whom he would miſhad, and his 
throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed in /ure 4 255 righ 


teouſneſs. 


Men of eminent ſtation have PER power, 
Pſal. x11. 8. Prov. xxix. 2. Kings cannot be every 
where ſo as to ſee with their own eyes. A narrow co- 
vetous temper is not for rule. Difficult charges ought 
rather to come as be fought for. Princes of good parts 
govery thoſe who govern under them: The great art 
of ruling. Knaves are inventive to elude jultice. 


Put not forth thyſelf proudly in the pre- 


Kings. 


ſence of the king, and ſtand not, without a 


Yet the moſt exalted cannot find out 
his ways to perfection. As faculties enlarge, ſo will com. 

rehenſion and delight, 1 John iii. 2, &c. 1 Cor. xiii. , 
the. The high truſt of rulers admits not either of their 


MEN 


Q 
thy 


Iicis 
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call, in the place of great men whom he em- 


loys. For better it is, in point of honour and 7 


uſefulneſs, that it be faid unto thee, Come up 


hither and officiate, than that thou ſhouldeſt 


be put lower, on account of thy effrontery, in the 
very preſence of the prince, whom thine 28 
have but lately ſeen. 


Humility and honour. Juſtice ought to * impartial; 
and modeſt worth brought upon the field. Ignorance 
and vice are hatefully ahming- No country is ſo well 
as when merit is ſought after, encouraged. They who 
impudently ſolicit will ſoon come to * and bribe. 
Splendid virtue is 5 ſtrength. To be modelt 1 is conciliat- 
ing, Luke xiv. 10, &c. 


Go not forth haſtily to ſtrive, when thou art 


provoked, leſt when far gone in revenge, thou 
know not what to do in the end thereof 


when thy more powerful HOON: hath 85 


thee to open ſhame. 


Revenge. In matters of ceremony ae is wok 
decent. Sacrifice a little to ſeif-enjoyment and the pub- 
lic good. Great ſouls live far above quick reſentment. 
Wrath is a ſhort madneſs, wherein much evil Ry be 
ſpoken and done, Luke xi. 58. 


Debate thy cauſe of difference in a ſober way 9 


with thy /ufpeded offending neighbour him- 
ſelf; and diſcover not before this, a ſecret “ 
grudge to another. Leſt he that heareth it 
afterwards put thee to thame, and the puniſh- 
ment of thine infamy turn not /oon away. 

Make ſure of the goodneſs of 


Quieineſs and revenge. 


thy claim; and then apply for redreſs after a meek man- 
ICL. 


In rage beware of revealing what ſhould be kept 


* Or, the ſecret. H. 
U 


10 


Il 


I2 


13 


14 
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ſecret, for which there can be no 0 excule. It is cruel, 
treacherous. 

Even a word fitly ſpoken, and as . wheels, 
1s for beauty, as well as for profit, like apples of 
gold“ ſet in frame to pictures of lilver. 


Seaſonable words. The meek and lowly heart is open 
to advice and moderate, Pſal. cxli. 3, 4. Wiſe ſpeech 
points to its proper end. What is rare we moſt admire. 
Splendour and juſt proportion together do captivate all, 
Let occaſion and manner be ſtudied, Eph. iv. 29. Col. 
iv. 6. Age and experience ought ever to preſide. R. 

As an ear-rin "S of gold /mosthly poliſhed, and 
an ornament of fine gold, ſo mracbive is the 
word of a wile * upon an upright obe- 
dient car, 

' Reproof. Beanty and dreſs do mutually affect. A 
willing learner is deſirous of every proper mean. One 
who pities and corrects with judgement is a credit and 
bleſſing to human nature. Next to him is a mine ever 
open to conviction, 2 Tim. ii. 25, &c. 


As the cold of winter-ſnow + kept for mixing 


with water, in the buſy time of harveſt, ſo is 
a faithful acting meſſenger to them that ſend 


him; for he by ſucce/s refreſheth Ilie ireefurid 


h the ſoul of his maſters. 


Faithful ſervice. Works of labour require ſpecial fu pports. 
Where climates are warm even fountain waters ſhould 


be helped. Wile orders ought to be punctually execut- 


ed. Inattention of ſervants is real diſobedience, Col. iv. 1. 


Whoſo boaſteth himſelf of a falſe oift, 
which he never did intend, is like d. ſappointing 


Or, fa i in baſftets. H. Ja. ii. 16. A ſentiment expreſſed 


with propriety. + Kept by means 77 ſome hollow - veſſel, 


2 Chron. xxv. 5. Pſal. xxxv. 2. A cuflom which lil 


obtains in the eaſt. ' 
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clouds in dreught of ſummer and wind which 
Fn to promiſe more, yet without rain. 


Gifts. To appear full of liberal deſigns and not to 
execute is crnel ſelf. convicted mockery of want, Jam. ii. 
15, 16. 1 John i. 15. To raiſe hope and aggravate 
wretchEdnels is bitter evil; like that of lowring weather 
with barren wind, Jude 12. 2 Pet. ii. 17. 

By long and patient forbearing to complain 
is even a prince perſuaded, who has taken offence, 
and a ſoft ſe of the tongue in ſelf-vindication 
breaketh the heart, which was hard as a * bone. 


Mili forbearance. When paſſion ſubſides reaſon is 
hearkened unto. A degree of veneration is due to rank. 
To bear and forbear are chief rules of religion. Malice 
itſelf may be overcome with — Politeneſs is com- 
mon to delicate ſouls. R. 

Haſt thou found delicious honey ? Eat fo 
anvich! and no more, as is ſufficient for thee, 
leſt otherwiſe thou be filled therewith beyond 
meaſure, and vomit it under no fmall pain = 
danger both. 


Health. Gratitude and rs Hs a are to be uſed in 


our meals. . Sociality requires us to be pleaſed, but not 
to exceed. Let all have their ſhare. Diſguſt not the 
ſober, chap. xxiii. 1, 10. Temperance and exerciſe _ 
rent enfeebling, ver. 2. M. 

Withdraw thy foot from too freq r fami- 
liar vifits in thy neighbour's houſe: leſt he be 
_ of thee, and ſo at length, come to hate 
nee. 


Vifits. It is EY and beneficial to be ſparing. 
Some from warmth of temper may invite too ſtrong. 
Give * receive ſo as to keep up the hoſpitable temper. 


* Compare Gen. xlix. 14. H. 


15 
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A man that beareth falſe witneſs againſt 


his neighbour is more cruel to him, than by the 
uſe of a heavy maul, and a word elf, and a 
ſharp full aimed arrow. 


Falſe witneſſing. Truth is the bond | of ſociety. To 
ſwear contrary to conviction is the molt baſe, cruel and 


impious of all falſehoods. What can ſtand before it? 


Pfal. cxx. 3, 4. 

Diſpoſe us, O thou fountain of love, according to the 
direction of wiſdom, to do right and kindneſs to our- 
ſelves, by doing right and kindneſs to others ; endearing 
them to us, and thereby ſecuring all that which friendfhip 
and love in them can do for us: and let us not by pro- 


voking and exaſperating them, through the practice of 


19 


20 


falſehood, injuſtice and cruelty, engage them to do us all 


the miſchief, (even in their own defence) which their 
underſtanding can contrive, and their power can effect 
Confidence in an unfaithful prom ng man 
in time of trouble, is vexatious like a new 
broken tooth, and a * foot out of joint. _ 
Promiſes. Some obligations are natural and others 
poſitive. Bargains and promiſes of friendly redreſs mi- 
tigate the evils of life; and cruel SITU N 
tens them. 
As he that taketh away a neceſſary gar- 
ment in cold weather, and as ſharp vinegar 
upon nitre, which ſets it a working ; 10 is he 
that ſingeth ſongs to an afiifed heavy heart. 
Mercy. Dreſs, which one cannot live without, is hard 
to ſpare, and may prove mortal if taken. Heighten not 
diſtreſs ; but ſpeak of ſorrow te the afflicted, and weep 
with them. Prayers, ſilence and tears go wondrous 
lengths, Job ii. 12, 13. Reverence is dueto grief, Eccles. 
xxit. 6. Pſal. cxxxvii. 3. Compaſſion melts into an. 
guiſh without being able to anſwer. R. 


* Or, ſprained. . 
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oft ff thine hating enemy to thy certain knowledge 2t 

the be hungry, give him“ bread to cat: and if 

da] he be thirſty, give him water to drink. For 22 
thut thou ſhalt as in à cenſer, 12 coals f 

To gently ſoftening fire upon his head, / as to con- 

and :iliate, and the Lord of infinite gaodneſs ſhall in 

an ample manner F reward thee. 

the Forgiveneſs. Where love of eſteem cannot be exerciſed, 

ur- | that of compaſſion is the more due, Matth. v. 43, &c. 

ing To preſerve life we ought to uſe every kind. of mean, 

hip Deut. xxii. 1, &c. Ex. xxiii-- 4, 5. Either give up with 

no- religion or revenge, Rom. xii. 20, &c. The fire of love, 

of | and the heat of good works, who can reſiſt ? Think of 

all B Joſeph and his brethren. Likewiſe 1 Sam. xxiv. 15, &c. 

2eir. Prov. xx. 22, 24. Above all the example of Chri/l. 

Qt! | Mankind. are but one family, whereof God is the com- 

mon father. R. Enemies are ſtill men when they are van- 


4h quiſhed. R. The right of conqueſt is the leaſt of any. R. 
| The 1 north wind in common driveth away 23 
Þ heavy clouds of rain; fo doth an angry coun- 
ers Mm: hp . 
ni. | tenance, when ſhewed with judgement again/t 2 


h- | backbiting /androus tongue. 

| Backbiting. Temptations to revenge ſhould not be 
ir- baſtily yielded to. It is brave and beneficial to oppoſe 
finders. Give ſeaſonable checks to diſtant, cruel hints, 
ſuſpicious ſigns and phraſes. Anger at times, may not 
only be innocent, but praife-worthy,. and even humane. 
't. Such melt and weep at heart. Lies and mifrepreſenta- 
rd tions gather elouds of miſerable guilt. 


ot It is better for ſafety and eaſe, to dwell in a 24 
=P Þ ſecret narrow corner of the houſe-top, than 
i u for fuod of enery bind, In + Or accept the prace- 
| 7 gs of thee, Ex. wire 3. Leu. ui. 12. Ano, . 22. 
} Moifture exhaled from Squthern beat, an oppg/ite firong 


wind is fitteſt ts diſperſe. v; | 
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With a ferce brawling woman, and in a PR 


elegant, well furniſhed houſe. 


Domeſtic peace. Open female rage is a ſore * 


ment to genuine love, chap. xxi. 9. Calm ſelf. poſſeſſion 


is preferable to eve ry outward convenience. Married 


25 


26 


women given to pathon diſgrace the honourable ſtate. 
Strive to ſee every thing in a pleaſing light. Love 
from this is the eſſence of domeſtic felicity, Pſal. cxxxiii. 1. 
1-Pet. iii. 1, &c. 


As cold * waters refreſhing to a thirſty ſoul: 
ſo is good news brought from a far country. 


Good news. Bleſſings do riſe in value to the need we 
have of them, and the difficulty of their e 
What is common we are apt to overlook. 


A righteous man falling down 1 applicate 
before the wicked oppreſſor i is painful to witneſs 
as a troubled fountain of good water, and even 
as a corrupt pe/tive4 ſpring. 


 Dppre/ſion. The liberal heart is a public extenſive 
good. A thort ſpace of ſevere ſuffering appears long. 
Offices that are high bind to be generous, chap. ix. 2, 
Had. .2, Kc. Ecck vil, 'c 

Make us wiſe, O Lord, by the knowledge and * 
of the laſt amazing iſſue or things; and help us ſo to 
live, that we may be numbered among the righteous, at 
that day when all thoſe diſtinctions of men which are pe- 
culiar to this world ſhall ceaſe : and when there ſhall be 
no other difference, but what is made by their obedience, 
or diſobedience, their righteouſneſs or unrighteouſneſs. 


It is not good for health, to eat much ho- 


ney at once; ſo for } men to ſearch our with 


eagerneſs their own glory, is not real glory. 
* In a land of few ſprings what a comfort is water ? Such 


is friendſhip in a <vorld like ours. Abſence is like a touchſtone 


to what is real, 3 John 4. Ads xi. 23. - + Rather 
fiream from thente. H. Xt Some, but in deeds 1 virtue ta er- 
ceed is glorious. H. 
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Glory. What in- moderation is pleaſant and friendly. 
hurts by exceſs. Motives and means of virtue from 
this world ſhould not be our chief end, Matth. vi. 
r, &c. 1 Cor. iv. 3, &c. Be not inſenſible to e ; 
but love to deſerve it. R. 


He that hath no proper rule over the defi res 
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of his own ſpirit is expoſed 10 reproach and ruin 


like a fortified city that is broken down 


vaders, and without ſufficient walls of defence. 2 
Let reaſon keep the throne, and i in- 


Self-government. 
ferior appetites obey, Gal. v. 19, &c. Prov. xvi. 32. 

Thou haſt laid, O Lord, the foundation of our happt- 
neſs in religion ; ts live according to our conſtitution and 
frame, according to the nature of things, and 1 own. 
unchangeable moral excellencies. 


44 44-444 Þ > popped d 
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The eſſence of wiſdom is to know and do well, Ecgl. 
ü. 14. Fools have no fixed purpoſe in life, ver. 13. 


28 


8 ſow is vexatious in wicht ol ſummer, E 
| and as rain alſo is in the buſy weeks. of 
harveſt: ſo an improper mark of honour i is not 
ſeemly for a weak wicked fool. | 


Grievous effects cannot be obſerved with eaſe, Ecel. x. 


16, 17. Qualities alone ought to influence public 


leaders, Eccl. iv. 1, &c. 2 Sam. xxiii. 4, &c. 


As the bird gives no offence by wandering, 
and as the f ſwallow in particular Prejeices not 


5 Sons ſparrow Pr ng» ſporteth, P/al. Yes. 3. H. 
I Others, ring doe, when it ä He; 
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by flying, ſo the curſe cauſeleſs of a bitter ene- pr 
my ſhall not come 0 paſs, © 
' Wrathful curing, In paſſion the tongue is not eaſily 
guided, Jam. i. 27.—ii 10, &. No cauſe whatſoever | 
will juſtify horrid oaths, or imprecations. Pity is due i 7: 
unto fuch. 1 5 | 1 \ 2 | 1 
3 A whip at times is needed for the horſe, a ca 
bridle for the more in/en/eble aſs, and in like ff - 
manner 2 chaftening rod for the wicked fools m. 
Correction. Indolence and ſtubborneſs mark extreme | an 
vice. Mild arguments will not do with ſome. Well di 
proportioned chaſtiſements are favours in the main. 
Peſts of fociety muſt be ſought out and puniſhed. 


4 Anſwer not a vain ignorant fool according ba 
to his folly, leſt thou alſo be found like unto “ 

5 him in ra/ſhneſs. Anfwer a more ſubtile evil 2 
minded fool according to his ſevere methods ,  .- 
folly, left he be more wiſe in his own conceit 2 
than ever. | 


Anſwers. They who weakly imagine aMonts ſcarce int 
deferve a return; but leaſt of all in their own way. ,. 
Real merit has enough in themſelves to anſwer them. 4% 
A moment's ſilence, or two, obtains complete victory. fect 
Upbraiding artful methods ought to be checked by cloſe ¶ ing 

arguments. Some are weak,;yet ingenuous ; others 1 

weak and proud. _ | 8 | 

6 He that ſendeth a meſfage / importance, by the 
the hand of a /upid drunken fool i injurious ; 
to himſelf as one who cutteth off the neceſſary feet ¶ bos 
for execution, and drinketh up damage of violence ¶ dig 
to credit, fortune and life in abundance, | jul 
Meſſengers. Want of knowledge and conſcience muſt 


Compare Job xv. 16. HF. = 
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prove unfaithful. It is hard to be diſappointed by thoſe 
whom we ſubſiſt. Fidelity, as before God, is a devout. 
exerciſe. The reverſe is injuſtice and ingratitude. | 

The legs of the lame are not equal, therefore 
not feemly to walk with.; ſo is a parable of excel- 
lent import in the mouth of weak fools, who: 
can neither explain nor apply them. 


- Parable, or fine words. Beautiful ſentences require” 


much ſkill both of men and affairs. Their appoſiteneſs 
doth conſtitute their value. Decline oſtentation by bor- 
rowed words and ſentences. Such are ſoon found out” 
and hated, Better to be filent, Private SOS 
diſcovers the real man. 


As“ he that bindeth up a ſtone in a fling- 8 


has no power to hit; fo is he of no uſe to the. 
public that giveth places of honour and "ey to 
a vicious ignorant fool. 

Honour and truſt. Diſgrace ſoon ſucceeds to W 


cious exaltation. There is danger from them to _ 
promoter. 8 


As a thorn from 7 Ie falls 8888 up deep 9. 


into the hand of a drunkard, and makes him 
dijagreeably loud, ſo is a + parable of good bene. 


ficial import in the mouth of ignorant aeg. 


ing fools. 


Parables. The uſeful eic of aka ge are its 
glory, ver. x. 11. Good words from the wicked hurt 
themſelves. and others. 7 

The great f God that formed all things, 
both 1 the evil acting fool with con- 
dign puniſhment, and rewardeth yet mere dread- 


* the bold incorrigible tranſgreſſors. 


FSome, as he who addt a precious flone to à common 


heap. H. + Or, fine word. + Some, the great a iſe maſter 


1 all things — who both WR 9 
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Puniſbments of vice. Words uttered without due 
thought muſt be hurtful. Certain vices are their own 
reproach. The worit of all folly is high traſt abuſed, 
Pal. xii. 8. : „ Os WE ge. 

Suffer us not, O God, to deceive and impoſe upon our. 
ſelves any longer, by ſuch falſe ſuppoſitions as tend only 
to gratify the enemy of our ſouls, and to make us utterly 
incapable of thee, and of our own proper and only hap- 
pineſs! Grant that now, before it be toe late, we may 
wiſely and ſteadfaſtly reſolve to ſet upon the great buſi 
neſs we have to do here in time; that ſo we may re- 
deem what is paſt, and ourſelves from being loſt for ever! 


As a dog by over-eating, returneth to his 
vomit for eaſe ; ſo a wicked irreclaimable fool 
returneth after frequent ſtrong convictions, to 
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the repeating his folly. 


12 


Conviftien. Where there is little ſenſe to work upon, 


reſolutions will be weak; but hope itſelf ceaſeth, when 
modeſty and felf-tortures are overcome. Appetites long 
ified crave with increaſing violence. Be courageous 
and ſeek grace. 
paſſion. SES a 5 
We have called upon thee, our God, for that help 


which is never wanting, as if that were the only thing 
we ſtood in need of, and we did not make uſe of the vi · 


gour which thou hadſt put into our ſpirits, by conviction 
of our judgements, and the working of our conſcience, 
for the recovery of our reaſonable nature, in ſubſerviency 
to thee, and depending upon thee, who doſt always accom- 
pany our endeavours with thy aſſiſtance for our good. 
Seeſt thou a man that is wiſe in his own 
conceit; there is more hope of good even 
from 2 mode/t well meaning fool, than of him. 


- Self conceit. The lowly meek may be perſuaded. The 
proud never can, Matth. xi. 25. Senſibility of weak · 


neſs leads to earneſt ſucceſsful petitioning, Matth. vi. 7. 
Formaliſts are moſt liable to concett. 


13 The ſlothful man faith vm excuſe himzſelſ, 


Fear prejudices, appearances and. 
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ne There is a de/ftroving lion in the way; a lion 


-' 


vn is gr looſe in the very ſtreets. 


_ Shth. Indolence fabricates the moſt ridiculous and 
numerous apologies, ver. 16. Therefore grows .tait 


„ upon human nature. 2 
1y As the door turneth back and forward upon 


p- | his fxcd hinges, without advancing, lo doth the 
ay fſlothful /oiterer upon his warm bed. 
Sloth. The idle reflect, with and hope to awake; yet 
riſe not in time to work. A habit of delaying is moſt 
F hazardous. wa | 
lis In the day of our repentance, O God, we have reſolved 


14 


ol according to the reaſon of things, and the laws of our 


to religion; and again in the day of our temptation, we have 


acted according to our vicious inclinations and habits. 


The ſame ſlothful man hideth his cold hand 


zen in his boſom, and it grieveth him lie one 


mg | weary with ſevere labour, to bring it again 
us from thence to his mouth, which next 10 invo- 
luntarily opens for food. . 

Sloth. Frequent breach of purpoſe becometh like 
one dead to action. It is flavery of the moſt debaſing 
ruinous kind. i . 5 

And to complete both wretchedneſs and guilt, 
the 2upid ſluggard, / long ſpoken of, is witer in 
his own conceit, for deviſing means of increaſe 10 
ſuch peſtive diſorder, than ſeven choſen men, 
that can render a good ſufficient reaſon for wiſe 
behaviour. | 
; Sloth. Wiſhes may be ſerious and yet not effectual, 


The from want of inſtant execution, chap. xix. 24—xxii. 13. 


* Such muſt be ſelf. condemned. 


.. ] He that paſſeth by *, and meddleth in 
* Se Num. xii. 18, 6. H. | 


1 


16 


* 
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officious buſs ed rage with ſtrife, belonging not | = 
immediately to him, is like one for hazard, that!“ 
taketh a Htrong 22 dog by the ears and burn 
him. fr 
Strife, It ſhews a ſtrange diſpoſition to court danger dc 
) and to ſuffer from it. Thoſe who follow no honeſt em. | 


ployment are the great meddlers. 
18 As a furious mad man who caſteth every Bf 
where around him flaming fire-brands at one ,, 
time, ſharp pointed arrows at another, and fimi- 
19 lar dreadful inſtruments of death: So is the 


man that deceiveth his neighbour by what is 55 
po 
ſpecious to great hurt, and ſaith, when all is over, f an. 


Am not I in ſport? 


Miſchieuous diverſion. Lying in all ſhapes is baſe and I gar 
culpable. Trifle not with ſacred truth, the bond of ſo- apf 
ciety. Dread ſevere wit. Spoil not mirth by what WW the 
gives another pain. 


20 Where no dried WIE > is for fewel, there the oft 
fire goeth out; ſo where there is no 20%, 
pering tale-bearer the one Nine cauſe Ui hin 
ſtrife ceaſeth. 3 


Tale- bearing. The moſt awful "<= NN 1 + ſe 
do not always intimidate even {ome religious profeſſors, 
Pialms 1. 16. Commoneſs of crimes does not leſſen the 
malignancy of them. Treachery and evil ſpeaking are la: 
often conjoined. Arrows ſhot in the dark are e er edr 
baſe : Rom. xvi. 17. Some live upon blood, and the 
ſtench of diſeaſe, Prov. xvii. 14, &c. 


21 As coals are an addition of heat to burning 
coals, and wood to a /low fire: ſo is a con- 
tentious man to kindle ſevere ſtrife. 

Strife. Be not quick to take provocation, or to 
execute revenge. Open hatred is preferable to ſecret 
undermining. Put not the work conſtruction upon things. 
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Learn to ſuffer ſmall loſſes. Good temper is a noble uſeful 


22 


35 ornament, Jam. iii. 14, 15. 1 Pet. iii. 2, &c. 
22 The words of a talebearer, who affect. 
I friendſhip, are as painful wounds; and they go 
down por deadly torture into the innermoſt 
A., vital parts of the belly. | 
Talebearing. Dread thoſe who whoare 88 Smooth > 
| hypocrites draw out ſecrets to hurt, Eccl. xxviii. 13, &c. 
vcr) o ruin innocent characters is cruel murder. ake 


one not even bad things worſe. Weep over faults. 


bmi- Diſcordant * burning lips, and a wicked 


the eue, heart, which leads to this, are like a hot 


5, out of droſs. 


pot-ſherd, covered with 6right ſilver ME 


Diſcord and cruelty. Specions les kindle devouring | 


and i flames. Falſe varniſh doth not long ſtand the teft. Di 
f 10- appoint not confidence; reveal no ſecrets ; betray not 
what Wl the freedoms of an unguarded hour. 


He that cruelly hateth diſſembleth 
the often with the ſoft ſplech of his lips; and 
| layeth up, as @ treaſure, ſiore of deceit within 
* Jlhim. When he ſpeaketh fair, believe him 
not 10 be in earneſt, ſo as to 1ru/t, for there are 
ſeven hideous abominations of miſchief in his 
heart. Whoſe mortal hatred is covered by 


edneſs [hall be ſhewn in full light before the 
whole congregation. 


Deceit. Revenge unexpected is the more dreadful. 
Be not raſh to judge amiſs, nor yet to truſt. Criminal 
artifices will be laid open, 1 Cor. iv. 5, &c. by TER of 
| my wrath. 


* Same, friendly figns, and a laſs heart E. Compare, L v. 
xxv 28. H. Put fer many; Gen. xh. 29. Job. XXX. 33. 


2 1. 15. Prov. xxvii. 16.—xxtv. 16, 


X 


plauſible deceit ; and his ſecret implacable wick- 
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Whoſo diggeth a pit. for ruin to others, ſhall, 
one time or other, fall therein him/elf; + and 
he that rolleth a ſtone upwards, to let loofe from 
the height upon thoſe whom he diſlikes, it will re- 
turn upon him with ruſhing violence. 


Revenge. Secret ambuſhes are the moſt criminal and 
hazardous. Violence of temper blinds and ruins, Pſal. 
vii. 15. Eccl. x. 8, 9. By ſeeking to extend power, the 
foundation of authority i is deſtroyed. R. 


A lying tongue, not ? ſatisfied with this, hateth, 


Jo as to perſecute without interruption, thoſe that 


are cauſele/ly afflicted by it; and the ſame way, a 
flattering mouth, to compaſs ; ſelfiſh ends, worketh 
ruin. 

. Lyingand neg. One who lies fears to be 2 


which leads to heap injury upon injury, as if deſerved. Such 


are leaſt eaſy to reconcile. He is no Chriſtian who deals 


in calumny, ſlander and diviſive whiſpering; Jam. 1 26. 


Falſe policy makes uſe of mean diſſimulation. N. 


«4 c- --- 


C H AP. . 


Be not thyſelf of ſgeing to-morrow ; 
for thou Wien not what a / e day 
may bring forth. 


Time uncertain. Meditation upon death helps to mo- 
derate all earthly purſuits, Jam. iv. 14. To glory in 
future ſchemes is fooliſh, mad, impious, Jer. vii. 9, 10. 

Be thou our God, 1 5 our guide, how ſhort, or how 


+ Compare. Fob. æ R. 14. Gen. xxxi. 6. 
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long ſoever our lives may prove; that in the end of our 


days we may attain the end of our religion, and the hap- 

pineſs of our ſouls, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. | 
Let another man have leave to praiſe thee, 

and not thine own ͤ mouth; 

pleaſed with thee in the main, and not thine 

own proud lips. | 

| Praiſe and Vanity. Be not lifted. up, even where ſuc- 


ceſs has been agreeable to expectation, Rom. xii. 3. Jam. 
i. 17. The deſire of fame is reaſonable, though not as a 


a ſtranger 7u/zly 


2 


chief end, Rom. xiv. 18. Phil. iv. 8. Dread ſtrong ſelf 


complacency, Even in good works The praiſe | of dif- 
cernment is true praiſe. Modeſt youth is timorous. 


A ſtone is heavy, and the ſand when collected 3 


is weighty ; but a raſb wicked fool's wrath 
is heavier to bear than them both. 

Wrath © 2 fools. A wiſe man is put into anger, only 
from inadvertence, or great provocation. It is the glory 
of a man to keep this at under. 
good effect upon rage, which aggravates both SR and 
puniſhment. 


Sudden wrath is frequently cruel, and blown 


up to ſettled anger is outrageous ; but who is 
able to ſtand before the malignant ſpirit of en- 


vy at another's godꝰ - 
Wrath, anger and envy. The fretful and peeviſh are 


difficult to live with. Still more, they who are implaca- 


bly reſentive. Yet, time and patience, under God, may 
cure both. Not ſo the malicious vice, that pines at ex- 
cellence. 
virtue may have its blemiſhes, which this evil ſpirit is 
ſure to tax, under appearance of hating. guilt. 
mvidiouſly, Jam ui. 13, &c. Chaſtiſe faults, and ſpare the 
tranſgreſſor, 1 John iii. 9, &c. 


Open free rebuke when ncedſul is better far 6 


human profit, than ſecret timid love, Faithful 
X 2 


Wiſe argument has no 


Some act 


4 


They do little good who are not envied. Fair | 
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o true aſſection are the wounds of /mart advice 
from a fincere friend: but the kiſſes of an 
enemy at heart are deceitful, as jealouſy itſelf. 
© Rebuke, fidelity, friend/hid. Mutual angry reviling is 
quite incompatible with friendſhip. Honeſt warmth is 
reſolute and prudent, both as to times and manners, 
Conviction of wrong 1s not ſeparable from pain, Lev. 
xix 17 Math xviii 15. Smooth not over faults with fair 


names. Let love be without diflimulation. 


7 The full ſoul rom eating loatheth even the 
feweetneſs of an honey-comb ; but to the hun- 
gry ſoul every bitter thing / food kind is 
ſweet. 85 e 

Want. How apt are men to deſpiſe common neceſ. 
ſary bleſſings ? What all need, and many have, are of the 
greateſt moment. Superfluities are ſoon loathed. Whole- 
ſome exerciſe and lawful induſtry reliſh plain living; 
fo doth ſtrong ingenuous ſpiritual appetite. 

8 As a bird à rn danger that wandereth from 
her neſt: ſo is a man 10 ſuffer want, that wan- 
dereth from /e duties of * his place. 

. Official Duties. To bound deſire is the way to be rich, 

Prov. xxxvii. 16 A conſtant courſe of luxurious living 
marsitsown end. How many hazards do people run abroad, 
for what might eafier and better be found at home ? 


Wanton prodigality tempts to rove. A competency 
among friends is true ſecular wealth. Determine not 


haſtily in an employment for life, and take advice. Act 


with firmneſs, and ſeek to excel. Variety of projects 
* divides attention and time too much. 95 
9 So ointment and perfume rejoice the 
heart: ſo doth the ſweetneſs of a man's 


10 friend by wiſe hearty counſel. Thine own 


* Or, who deferteth his home. H. Certain means 
of fragrance arreft both fight and ſmell. 
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ſake not, on account of mere upſtaris ;. neither 


go into thy brother's houſe, which thou haſt 
hong avoided, in the day of thy calamity : for 
better is a loving neighbour that is near, 2h9ugh 
otherwiſe unrelated, than a brother-german far 


off. 

F. riend|bip and relation. The fd tie is reflorative; 
has joys and ſorrows in common to increaſe the one, and 
divide the other. Even fine ſentiments relifh moſt among 
kindred ipiritss The very look of a judicious intimate 
inſtructs and comforts. Doubtful, dangerous circumſtances, 
try true love. All aids ought to be hearty. Age, with expe · 
rience, bind doubly ſtrong. Reſerve wounds true affec- 
tion, and diſtruſt kills it. A friend and a brother in one 
is the chief of human joys. Mere blood connection is 
but a nominal tie. Certain natures will run half naked 


9 
experienced friend, and thy father's friend for- 


to aſſiſt, when kingred muſt take time to dreſs and to 


prepare. Heftod. Prov. xvii. 17.—18. 24. Chooſe friends 


leiſurely, and. cheriſh. them. Eſſential qualities in ſuch: 


ought to be, judgement, uprightneſs, conſiſtence, delibera- 
tion, experience. 


My dear ſon, be wiſe in behaviour, and make 
my heart ever glad zo ſee or hear of thee, that 
I may al/o have an anſwer in readineſs, for him 


that reproacheth me, when it 7s in his power. 


Wiſe children Much depends upon a good beginning, 
and virtuous aſſociates. To ſee inſtruction proſper is 
the height of parental joy. Beſeeching from one in au- 
thority has great power. Confederate not with the foes 
of kind parents, Pſal. exxvii. 5. | 


A prudent man foreſeeth the evil, and, as 12: 


nuch as poſſible; hideth himſelf from it; but 


As Or, and thou Halt not have, to go into fo thy brother*s hon uſes 
in the day of thy calamity. H. Ei 


11 


+ 


14 


15 


16 
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the weak credulous ſimple paſs forwardly on, 


and are puniſhed offen 10 @ great degree. 
Youthful prudence. Raſhneſs is moſt incident to ear- 


I life, from ignorance of men and things. To believe 
that one may err, and to adviſe, are happy diſpoſitions. 
Fear and trembling ſuit the nature of our probation 


Rate. He who foreſees unavoidable danger, and dares 
to look it in the face, 1s truly brave, chap. xxii. 3. 


Take his garment in pledge, that is ſurety 


for a ſtranger, and take a fill more valuable 


pledge of him for Warranling a ſtrange. /oofe 
woman. 
Suretyſbip. The utmoſt that law admits cnet 


iron g obligation. A. diſſolute life in females argues 


entire want of principle, chap. xx. 13. 


He that hypocriticolly blefleth his rich friend 


with a loud voice, riſing early in the morn- 
ing /or this end; it ſhall in time be counted 


meanneſs with * a heavy curſe to him. 


Flattery. Falſe bare-faced compliments ſoon become 
odious They tend to miflead and bring on ruin 
Hardly can ſuch eſcape. | 


A continual re- dropping in a very rainy 
day, and a paſſionatèe contentious woman are 
alike grievous. 

Domgftic quarrelling. 1 2 clamonr from one's 


neareſt relative is abſolutely ſhocking. The ny of 1 un- 


pitying neighbours, Prov. xix. 1 3. 
Whoſoever + hideth her, by any {awful means 


be can think of, hideth what may be compared 2 


the eluding wind, and the JSqueczed t oint- 


Compare 1 Sn & 30. tf They whe can ape, can 
conceal a ſeent ; but the perfume in @ man's hand will diſcover 
aſelf. Compars Lev. xxv. 10. Deut. xx. 10. H. 


ct 
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ment of his right hand, which barely: be- 


wrayeth itſelf void the fingers. 
Domeſtic quarrelling. Both parties are heard nen 


neither of them are ſeen. They cannot hide. Common. 


prudence ſhould lead to be moderate. ver. 15. 


Iron ſharpeneth“ iron, by rubbing ; fo a man 
of pure love | ſharpeneth the very countenance 
of his friend. 


Friendſbip. The value of Hoke ebnen is ineſti· 


mable, Eccl. iv. 9. They awaken all the natural powers 
to free exerciſe. Moſt people are in part what their in- 


timates are. Emulation becomes mutual. They mol- 


lify anguiſh. RK. Where a ſympathy of ſentiments pre- 


pare the way, ſtrict friendſhips are ſoon formed. 


Whoſo keepeth the fig-tree in good training, 
ſhall eat of the fruit thereof abundantiy; ſo he 
that waiteth % on his maſter for ſervice, 
ſhall through time be greatly honoured, 


Servants. Fidelity, like moſt other duties, has an im- 
mediate recompence. Even the beſt of fruit-trees do 
not bear all at once. Merit is ſeldom unrewarded. 
Servants who love change are not often engaging. 

As in water, when nigh looked upon, face an- 
ſwereth to face: ſo the heart of } man in one 
age or country to man. 


17 


18 


5 


Human nature. The principal lines and characters of 


mankind are much the ſame. Like reaſonings, or mo- 
tives, therefore, may be uſed. Outward acts deter- 


mine the inward ſtate, Matth. vii. 15, &c. Hiſtory of 


courſe muſt prove beneficial, Deut. xxxii. 7, 8. 1 Cor. 
x. 11. We are all united to the deity, 


The grave of hell and bodily deftruciion, lead- 


* Or, Brigbieneth. Hl. + Brighteneth. 3 + Or, ho 
doth the heart, the man to the man, Viz. Py: & man's 
heart may be r frequently Eno on by bis look. 


20 
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ing down to this, are never full: ſo the * eyes h 

of man are never ſatisfied with ſeeking after g 

novelties. F | „„ 

Dęfrer. Not a day but death has his millions. t: 

Coveting is quite inſatiable. Deſires grow by indul. t! 
gence, Eccl. iv. 7, 8.—v. 10, &c. Imaginary want is 

ever pinching, Man is immortal on account of his 

principle. R. | pes; | 5 

21 As the fining pot ig for the good of filver, 1 A 

purge away droſt, and the heated furnace for th 


benefit of choice gold, +ſo.is a man to he ob- fo 
 zaining of his jul praiſe. al 
| ro 


Praiſe from. men. Virtne riſes m zeal by every oppo- 
fition. Smaller degrees become too much elated and 
melt away to nothing. The beſt are bound to a cir- an 
cumſpect walk. Be not. forward. either to praiſe or dif: ſh co! 
praiſe, chap. xxviii. 4—xxix. 27. Eccl. xxvii. 6. 

22 Though thou ſhouldeſt bray a fool age, in af iN © 
maortar among wheat with a peſtle; yet willnot rui 
his weak wicked fooliſhneſs depart from him. ties 
| Habits. No power leſs than ſupernatural can amend © 
thoſe who negle& and deſpiſe correction itſelf, Iſa. i. 5. 
Jer. vi. 23, &. Young minds ought to be very. docile. 
Wiſe parents and governors inſtruc. with patience. 
23 Be thou diligent to know, as by. their faces, 
the real ſtate of thy flocks; and look both well 
24 and often to thy different kind of herds. For 
the ſtrength of ſuch riches are not enſured to theo 
for ever; and doth the crown % endure 
25 to every ſucceſſtve generation? The crop for 
Pu for his deſires. + Or, ſuch is a man io the mouth | 
of the perſon who praiſeth him. H. Matth. vii. 15, &c. 
f. Or, chaſtiſe him as in the grinding-houſe, Prov. i. 17. 
——xli. 24. 2 Sam. xvi. 19, Gen. æliv. 12. Ex. tl. 29. 
Fudg. xvi. 21. H. 1 


— 
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hay appeareth only in its ſeaſon, and the tender 


graſs ſheweth itſelf, in forerunning fegn of this 
agreeable har vet; and the herbs of the moun- 
tains too, for nice delicates and medicine, are ga- 
thered in their appointed times. The ſoft fleecy 
lambs are for thy clothing, and the goats by 
their produce are to defray the price of the field. 
And thus watchful of tru/ts, with opportunities, 
thou ſhalt have goats' milk enough for thy 
food, for the food of thy whole houſehold, 
and for the cheering maintenance for thy aume- 
rous young maidens. - 1 

Care and diligence. The beſt of all wealth, are flocks 
and herds. In proportion to hazards of loſs ought our 
concern and induſtry to be. A maſter's own eye is his 
beſt ſervant. Quantity and kinds of paſtura 
confidered. The firlt purchaſe doth not eſtablith poſſeſ- 
ſion z but prudent after care. Want of economy will 
ruin the moſt opulent eſtates. Provide for uncertain- 
ties. Seek the fitteſt times. Sweet is the ſimple ſtate 
of nature. 7 | CIP 
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CHAP. XXVII. 
HE conſcious wicked flee when no man 
purſueth ; but the ſincere fervent righ- 


teous are bold in times of great hazard as a lion. 
Fortitude, Vice has no ſtay in danger, no fupport in 


trouble, and leaſt of all in death. Criminal levities may 


filence for a time, but exaſperate afterwards, Lev. xxvi. 
36. Good intentions, with upright conduct, are the ſum 
of all virtue. God will ever befriend ſuch. How re- 


are to be 
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ſpectable a thing is true Chriſtian goodneſs! Prudence 
and courage ſurmount all obſtacles. R. 


For * the abounding tranſgreſſion of a land, 


many are the divided ruling princes thereof; 


but by a inge man of underſtanding at times, 
and well applied knowledge, the ſtate thereof 


ſhall be prolonged. 


National ſafety, The greateſt confuſion muſt enſue 
where the bulk of a nation ſeek their own things only. 
Various and powerful headed factions portend the worſt 
effects. Likewiſe inſtability of counſel and execution, 
Jer. xviii. 7, 8. In the worſt of times one of eminence 
will often be attended to and ſucceed. 


3 A poor man ve/ted with authority + that op- 


preſſeth the poor is like a ſweeping flood after 
rain which leaveth no Harveſt food upon the 


 Oppreſſion. Baſe minds elated conceive the chief ho- 
nour of power to lie in depreſſing their inferiors, Eccl. 


. 5, 6,7. Want of ſenſe to judge, and pity to feel, is an 


extreme curſe to a country. | 


They that forſake the law, as @ rule of life, 
praiſe the wicked by their example and ſupport 
in order to conceal themſelves ; but ſuch as obe- 
diently keep the law, contend with them ar 
enemies, for their amendment or overthrow. 

Examples good and bad. However wicked men are, 
they love the appearance of conſiſtency and ſelf-vindica- 


tion. The very fight of goodneſs reproaches ſinners 
and provokes them. God's glory and the good of man- 


* Or, by rebellion in a land, tyzants ſball become its rulers ; 
but where a people are wiſe, an able prince ſhall reign long. 
Compare Prov. xx ui. 10. 2 Kings xxv. 8. Eb. i. 8. 
2 Kings iii. 7. Deut. vi. 2. H. Compare Pſal. eiii. 11. 
Lſa. xlii. 13. | os” 
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kind require that vice ſhould be oppoſed. Win by 


q 2 


mildneſs if poſſible, if not correct. 5 ü 

Qualify us, O thou father of the ſpirits of all fleſh, by a 
vigorous exerciſe of our faculties, and by the conſtancy 
of our actions agreeable to divine virtue, and our holy 
religion, to return to the due order of nature; the eſta- 
bliſhment of holineſs and goodneſs, which is our conna- 
tural ſubjection to thy all- perfect government. 


Evil men underſtand not he excellence and 


neceſſity of juſt judgement: but they that piovly 
ſeek the Lord underſtand it, with all other 
needful things. e 1 
Trug wiſdom. A habit of wickedneſs blinds the in- 
telle& and hardens. Upright ſouls will not be allowed 
finally and fatally to err, Pal. lxxxiv. 11.—xxv. , &c. 
John vii. 17. A model too perfect is hated by the vi- 
cious. R. God is the cauſe and ſource of truth. His 
precepts are the tranſcripts of his own moral attributes. 
We can be valuable upon nothing ſo much as reſembling 


theſe. | 


Better is the poor, as to outward condition, that 
walketh through life in his uprightneſs of beha- 
viour, than he that is dc/12nedly perverſe in his 
ways of conduct, though he be externally rich. 


Uprightneſs and peace. Perſeverance is eſſential to well- 
doing. Riches acquired by undue means do not reflect 
upon with eaſe. Few attain the length of clear ample 
reſtitution. 

Cauſe us, O good God, to live up to the peculiar excel- 
lence of our nature in the 1ight uſe of our faculties and 
government of ourſelves by our ſupreme powers ; and 
ſuffer us not to live below, and contrary to our nature, 
through groſs neglect, and ſhameful abuſe of our facul- 
ties; enſlaving our ſouls to our bodies, and becoming 
like the beaſts that have no rational underſtanding ! 


Whoſo keepeth the written law of heaven 7 


is a wiſe ſon to his parents, tate and church; 
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but he who is a flattering companion of riot. an 
ous men ſhameth his father, who had the hi 
truſt of educating him. 


Children good and bad. Knowledge and i727 ought 
to keep pace with each other. Withdraw from places I th. 
and companies where there is greateſt temptations. me 
What object ſo ſweet-to look upon, or to hear about, as a exe 

Well: doing child? Moderate animal living gives time || ca. 
and heart to noble ſpiritual employments; whereas riot. ly 
| ous living ruins name, fortune and happineſs. No grief | 
or confuſion can equal that of a diſappointed parent, 
1 from a bad ſon. Education obliges children to grati- | OU 
tude ; and theſe are the original bonds of fociety. R. ſh: 
The country is nothing elſe than many families united. R. ch. 


8 He that by extravagant uſury and unjuſt 2 
gain of any kind increaſeth his ſubſtance, he || po 
ſhall. unknown to himſelf, gather it for him that 

| will pity and aid the poor. ma 


| Riches. For peculiar wiſe reaſons under the law, tak. Ml 
mg intereſt for loan from a brother Ifraelite was prohi- 200 
bited, Ex. xxiv. 25. Deut. xxin. 19, 20. It is there- 2 
fore fitly ranked with injuſtice. To borrow for conve- 52 
nience may pay lawful intereſt. Lending in many caſes wy 


is a preferable charity to giving, as what ſaves ſhame WY 
and obliges to work. Sordid avarice is a ſevere curſe 8 


upon mankind. Pure communicative love is 4 mat 
permitted to want, Eccl. xi. 1, &c. Lev. xxv. 35, &c. ſl. A 

He that turneth away his ear from hear- tion 
ing the law of God read, explained, and inculcat- | %g: 
ed, even his prayer in time of trouble thall be | 
held as loarh/ume abomination. 1 

Hearing Gods word, and prayer. The pureſt and the 
moiſt be of all devour exerciſes is to imitate di- 
vine love. The worſt extreme of vice is abandoned liſt- | tha! 
leisnets ; ſoon followed with contempt. Prayers of the /r 


wicked are cries of terror, without eſteem or love, Prov. 
i. 24, &c. Some only read and hear the law of God as 
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an end, without applying it practically. Numbers of 


high profeſſion hate to be admoniſhed,, John ix. 31. 
1 John iii. 24. Pſal. I. 16, &e. Such give a fatal 
wound to devotion, 1 Tim. ii. 8. 1 John i. 5, 5. 

Teach thou us, O Lord, to value it as our privilege; 
that ſetting aſide from time to time, all worldly employ- 
ments and concernments, we can join together in ſuch 


exerciſes, and receive ſuch impreſſions from thence, as 


caſts our thoughts into a frame which is purely heaven - 
ly and divine! ape 5 
Whoſo by fubtle arts“ cauſeth the righte- 
ous to go aſtray in an anforeſeen evil way, he 
ſhall fall mn/erably himfelf into the defigned mi/- 
chiefs of his own pit; but the prudent and Read- 
fa#tly upright ſhall have good things in long 
poſſeſſion. 
Uprightneſs and ſedaftion, The ſincere may not in 
many cafes have a large degree of underſtanding. 


Their very ſimplicity and goodneſs of heart, at times, 


ſhuts their eyes from diſcernment of artful meaſures. A 
feducer ſeldom fails of being caught in his own ſnare, 
Pfak i. 14, &c. By the natural tendency of things, 
the good ſucceed, and God is with them. Their ſtores 
are unſtained by guilty purchaſes. Their defires are 
moderate. They enjoy much in little. That which ap- 
pears to be virtue is ſometimes nothing, but a deceitful 
maſk. R. 5 | | | 

Alienate our minds, gr:af Goll, upon rational convic- 
kion, from the ſinful cuſtoms and principles of this mad, 
degenerate and apoſtate world; that we may never be 
led away by the error of the wicked and forſake thee 
and our own mercies! | >» 


The rich man is of7cn wiſe in his own con- 
ceit, /s as to overbear, to dictate ; but the ; oor 
that hath underſtanding ſearcheth him out, 
9 thoroughly as to be abie to expoſe lim. 


* Or, entise. H. 


to 


11 
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Rich and poor. Money alone gives confidence to great vir 
numbers. Their forwardneſs is ſeldom blamed in com. ref 
pany, which renders them ſtill more aſſuming. Natu. I tio 
ral good ſenſe ſees folly in diſguiſe, and ſeeks to become gr: 

intimate with the judicious, 1 Kings iii. 9, &c. To 
court mere external grandeur is a mark of perverted | 
taſte however common, Eccl. vii. 11, 12. tur 


12 When righteous men do proſper fo as 10 h 
rejoice, there is great glory given to worth; un 
but when the wicked riſe into high place by fin 


wealth, a man of ſenſe retires, and is hidden. ] net 

Promotion. Principle, found judgement, and ability 5 
to execute, are eſſential qualities for governing. It is 2 
pure laſting ſatisfaction to ſee people treated according 2 
to merit, Pſal. xii. 8. Prov. xxix. 2. : 

We bleſs thee, great and good God, who haſt made us = 
one for another; and that by the practice of all good- l 
neſs, righteouſneſs and truth, the wiſdom and ſtrength _ 


of the whole is increaſed: ſo that the more valuable 
men there are in the world, ſo much the better it is for 5 
all that live in it; becauſe from thoſe nothing is to be 
feared which they can hinder, and every * 27 be 
expected which they can do. in 
13 He that covereth his ſins, as much as may th 
be even from his own view, and does not humbly ] 
own them to his Maker, ſhall not religiouſly | de 
proſper ; but whoſo confeſſeth and forfaketh 
14 them ſhall have ſure, eternal mercy. Happy 4. 
is the man that fruſting to ſuch clear promiſes, ru 
feareth alway afterwards to offend again/# them; ¶ ing 
but he that hardeneth his heart by criminal ra 
practices, ſhall fall into ſore irretrievable 11. 5 


chief. al 
Confeſſion of | in, — ſubſequent fear. They deliberately b. 
cover ſins who wiſh not to know and become penitent. Pp. 


What is neceſſary to reparation muſt not be hid. Godly 
ſorrow and acknowledging, lead to amendment. Di. 
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vine love hath left no room for deſpair. Solid ſigns of 
reformation are diffidence, watchfulneſs and circumſpec- 
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tion. They who are careleſs and obſtinate ſhut out 
race. | | 
We confeſs with ſhame, O Lord, that we have violat- 


ed thy laws, which are no other than the laws of our na- 
ture; and that rule of everlaſting righteouſneſs, which 


is the life of the univerſe. In thus forſaking thee, we 


have forſaken our own mercies, and muſt be miſerable, 


until we undo by repentance, what we have ill done by 
fin ; and be reconciled in our temper to that righteouſ- 
neſs, which is the nature, mind and will of God. Enable 
us, thou fountain of life, to believe the remiſſion of ſins, 
with comfort and ſteadfaſtneſs; to truſt in thee, through 
Chriſt Jeſus, for all that mercy, which, as penitent ſinners, 
we ſtand in need of! Grant us now, without delay, to 
make a right uſe of our faculties, juſtly to value our 
true and greateſt intereſt; and, as we can remember 
what is = 8 and foreſee what is to come, ſo to charge 
ourſelves with the neceffary-care of our ſalvation, and 
effectually to provide for that eternity, in which we muſt 
be unavoidably moſt happy, or moſt miſerable. 


As a dreadful roaring lion, and a feerce ran g- 
ing bear, ſo is a wicked oppręſſive ruler over 
the poor impotent people. 


. + Oppreſſion. Fidelity in power, and cheerful ſubmiſſion, 


determine public happineſs. Abuſe of office provokes 
and iſſues in ruinous miſchief, | 
worſt of all others, It is a terrible ſtate to live by the 
dread of cruelty, rather than by affetion. The worſt of 


rulers have the moſt corrupted courts for joint devour- . 
ing. Law is ſuperior to majeſty. Petty deputed ty- 
rants ſuck blood as they are able, 1 Pet. iii. 7. 


The prince that wanteth underftanding is 


Boſom foes are the 


16 


alſo, with leſs criminal deſign, a great oppreſſor; 


but he that hateth exacling covetouſneſs, ſhall 


prolong his quiet, happy days. | 
| Cavetouſneſs and oppreſſion. WE are ignorant of the 


*7 


+8 
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real value of things, who are fond of amafling ! 

preſſion finks the ſpirits and unfits for common —_—_ 
fary defence. The benefit of wealth lies in its applica. 
tion. Strength, freedom and property, intimidate pub. 


lie foes. The 9 or ſhortneſs of living depends 


upon the meaſure of enjoyment, Heb. xi. 5. 


A man that purpoſely doeth violence to 
the blood of any innocent perſon, ſhall flee to 


the pit of his cn overthrow, let no man ſtay 


him from thence, after fo foul a deed. 


Murder. Premeditated murder is the ſummit of 


cruelty, Pal. v. 7. Revenge and covetouſneſs make 
quick haſte to ruin. That man's life is ill ſpared who 


wilfully ſlays another, Gen. ix. 5, 6. Ex. xxi. 14. Pal. 


Iv. 23. It is madneſs and not valour to fight againſt God, 
Falk honour is no juſtifiable principle for killing. 


Whoſo walketh uprightly through life ſhall 


be faved from great and numerous miſchiefs ; 


but he that is perverſe and fraudulent in his 


ways of dealing ſhall, upon diſcovery, fall to de- 


ſtruction at once. 


Uprightneſs and cunning. To act with clear ſteadfaſt 
wank: is honoui able and commendatory. When cha- 
rater is broken what becomes of ſucceſs? Ihe more 
that honeſt people are known, the move they are valued. 
They who tread unbeaten ways will often wander and: 
iofe themſelves. The wicked fall faſter than they riſe. 
What violences do unequitable traders do to their own. 
eaſe, in contriving, executing, hiding ? 


Although thine agency, O God, tranſcends not only 


our power, but alſo our underſtanding; and we cannot 
compreend how the Supreme Being acts in the production, 
conſervation and reſtitution of his creatures; yet we are 
certain of our dependence upon thee, and of thy all- 
ſuffic iency for us! 


* Or, he who ir tortured in his ſpirit for having ſhed blood, 


Riecth to the grave, leſi men lhould ſerze him. Compare Deut. 


v. 29. Ja. xxx viii. 14. 
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He that tilleth his land in due ſeaſon ſhall 
have plenty of needful bread ; but he that, 
when called 10 uſeful work, followeth as a compa- 


19 


nion after vain difſolute per ſons, ſhall have 


haraſſing poverty enough. 


Taduftry and idleneſc. Hobs is the chief of hu- 
man employments ; and wiſely put for every other. 
Fo wait on buſineſs is the way to be ſubſiſted. To de - 
fraud and ſtarve a poor innocent family i is 9 
e 1 Tim . 8. 


A faithful acting man ſhall 8 with 


20 


bleſſings for both worlds ; ; but he that maketh 


haſte to be rich, by lawleſs methods, ſhall not 
be innocent of manifold groſs crimes, but fink un- 
der them. 


Faithfulnsſs. The duties of our ſtate, profeſſion and 
office, are much to be ſtudied. Diſgrace and ruin bring 
too many wicked arts to remembrance. Fair trading. 


is much hurt by the unfaithful. Conſider engagements 


before they are made and ſcrupulouſly perform them. 
Peace of mind is more than all outward wages of ini- 
quity. Credit and competence reward the faithful. 


We profeſs, O Lord, to abandon and abhor all ma- 


tice, envy and uncharitableneſs, and to abide in univer- 
fal, and the moſt comprehenſive good will (at leaſt of 
compaſſi ion, if not complacency) with all men, friends 
and enemies; in gratitude for what the Son of God has 
done and ſuffered for us: who, through our fins are un- 


worthy of the leaſt good, but through him, are capable 
of the greateſt. 


To have reſpect of perſons in judgement is 


0 F 
* 


not good; for, for a piece of bread additional, 
be he ever þ rich, that man. in time will be ſure : 


to tranſgreſs. 


 Fartiality. Faithfulneſs 3 prom ile, wi b hates 

of ſtation and office. To pervert a divine. ord: Nance for 

Juſtice: 1 is moſt malignant vice, pg x. IR Kc. The 
* 3 TS 


— . 
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ſlighteſt appearances thereof ſhould make one tremble. 
Delay of doing right is in itſelf unrighteouſneſs. Let de 
generous diſintereſted motives ever prevail. For 
8 teachers of religion to ſuppreſs truth is dreadful, Ezek. A 
| xiii. 19, &c. Matth. v. 18, 19. ri 


22 He that haſteth to be rich hath an evil || 9: 
covering eye, and conſidereth not that by ſome 
Hidden curſe of heaven, the poverty he Ho much tie 


fears ſhall come upon him. & 
\ Covetouſneſs. A niggardly envying foul may poſſeſs, th 
but can never enjoy, chap. xxiti. 6, &. Unjuſt methods | << 


of gain bring on, through time, both divine and. human 
vengeance, Luke xi. 20. Pial. xlix. Jer. xvii. 11. 


23 He that /ea/onably and mildly rebuketh a d 
man of good ſenſe in the main. atterwards ſhall + 
find more favour than he that flattereth his | © 
errors of practice with the tongue. 


00 
Flattery and rebuke. Men are apt to grow proud as fe 
they. inereaſe their ſubſtance, ver. 11. The ſincere friend 
cannot ſuffer ſin upon one he loves. Some RO to 


flatter, whilit they affect to hate it. R. 


24 Who ſo robbeth his father or his mother, 
and ſaith it is no tranſgreſſion, the ſame is 
the it ſumiliar companion. of a vile iniquitous ad 
deſtroyer. 


| 7 
Unnatural childrea.. Thieving from friends is ſhocking; t 
Why ſpend above what may be owned. to a father or I 
mother? Why endanger their credit and. eaſe? Why. 
ſeem to wiſh. them out of. the way before their time? 6 
Why bring on a ſuſpicion of others? Why draw down. 
gray hairs with forrow to the grave? t. 
t 


25 He that is of a proud, covering, revengeful | 

heart ſtirreth up ſtrife 10 his own undoing ; butt 

he that patiently. doing good putteth his truſt in 
the Lord. ſhall be made} fat in comforts. 

* Or,, murdercr.. H. © + Or, enjoy abundance. H. I 


Ng; 
Or 
h;. 
ne? 


Patience and revenge. Be not of x peeviſh, anxious, 
deſponding ſpirit. Reſt thy injured cauſe in an un- 
erring omnipotent God. Expoſtulate without revenge. 
Ambitious pride is full of ſchemes and endeayours to- 
riſe at any one's expence, Pal. xxxiv. 9. Courage in 
danger is active, calm and preſent to itſelf. R. | 

We magnify thee, O Lord and King of the world, who 
haſt. aſſured. us by the manifeſtations and communica- 
tions of thyſelf, that the ſupremacy of the univerſe is in 
conjunction with the perfection of goodneſs ; and. that 
there is no malignity poſſible which is not ſubject to the. 
controul of thee, who doſt effentially abhor it. | 


He that truſteth in his own heart is a vain 26: 
erring fool; but whoſo walketh wiſely under 
directions of friendſhip, he ſhall be delivered 
from manifold ſevere evils. 
 Diffidence and ſelf-conceit. It is dangerous to reſt in our 
own ſkill. Haſte is preſumptive blundering.. Foreſee, 
fear, avoid hazards. . | | 1 

Bleſſed be thou, O God, who, in thy wiſdom, applieſt 
thyſelf to the faculties. of our nature, who art, notwith- 
ſtanding our ſole. ſufſiciency. Therefore we work out 
our ſalvation with. fear and. trembling, becauſe thou 
workeſt in us both. to will and to do, according to thy 
good plealure.. , HE . N 

He that giveth largely unto the poor, agreeable 27 
to his circumſtances, ſhall not lack by this means, 
but he that hideth his eyes 0 the utmo/t from 
human calamities, ſhall have many a dreadful 
* curſe. 5 e wed yn 1 

Mercy. Diſcreet almſgiving is an eſſential branch of 
true charity. The covetous are afraid: of being moved 
to compaſſion, Pſal. xli. 1, &e. It is a part of our buſi- 
neſs to inquire after the troubles and wants of others; 
to do them good and to pray for them, Iſa. xxxii. 32. — 

When the wicked riſe into places of influence, 28 
men of the be/t diſpoſitions hide themiclves ; 


* 
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but when they periſh from theſe, the equitable 
and uſeful righteous increaſe, and come forth. fi 
Promotion. Be not concerned in managing with thoſe 
of corrupt ſelfiſn principles. By enactment and execu- % 
tion of good laws, people of merit are brought forward. 
Underſtanding, with ſtrict virtue, grace the ſeats of judi- 
cature, 1 Tim. ii. 1, Kc. He who has been taught to. jc 
practiſe obedience, will afterwards know how to com- k. 


; eee i 

de 

CHAP; XXFE.' v 

: LI that being often reproved harden- = 
eth his neck, /ike a ſtubborn refi/ting 

bullock, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed by his own th 

crimes, and that without remedy. th 

ov 


Obtinate vice. No perſon all at once becometh one of 
the worſt. Watch the firſt motions towards evil, and 
ſtand in awe of heart remonſtrances, Jam. i. 13, &c. ing 
Heb. m. 13. This makes religion eaſy, joyous. Ha- Dri 

bit becomes a kind of ſecond nature. To be unaffeted ple 
with friendly admonition argues ungrateful obſtinacy, 
Matth. vii 6. Lev. xix. 17. Amos iv. 6. Iſa. i. 4, 5. 

Convince thoſe of their ſin, O Lord, who do that '® 
wrong to themſelves, by groſs. negle& and profane con- e 
tempt of the obligations of religion, and the means for 1 
becoming religious; and who ſpend that time which Þ| Fe 
is conſecrated to Gad, in the practice of vice and folly! WK Ho 
Awaken' their conſciences by ſome aſtoniſhing. event, or N Wh 
happy counſel, or ſerious conſideration ; that fo they too 

may in time, before they die, be prepared for it! 1 


2 When the righteous are in High authority, nal 
the people under them rejoice: but when the 
wicked beareth chief rule, the haraſſed peo- 
ple bitterly mourn. OE, 
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RNulers. Love and zeal for virtue are extenſively pro- 


fitable. The promotion of vice is cruel to thouſands. 


Indolence itſelf diſgraces great office, and is moit mju- 
rious. An enlarged ſphere of doing good is the moſt 
honourable of all Gilkinctions. N. 5 


Whoſo loveth the ſober rules of wiſdom re- 


joiceth his inſtructing father; but he that 


= 4 


keepeth company with abandoned harlots, 
ſpendeth ſoon his mo/t neceſſary ſubſtance. 


Children. A ſenſual life is adverſe to every kind of 
ſpiritual improvement, 1 Pet. ii. 11. Hoſ. iv. 11. Mo- 


deſt, ingenuous youth will be adviſed, Pſal. cxix. g. 

To grieve ſolicitous parents is the aggravation of all 
untenderneſs. What a contraſt to 1 2 one anather 
in heaven, to live for ever! Prov. iv. 5, &c 


The king by egual judgement eſtabliſheth 4 


the land, both inwardly and autwardly ; but he 
that“ receiveth gifts, to fuccour « a bad ayes 
overthroweth it. 

Public good. Truth ought ever to be'the role of ju 


ing; for caſe to the good, and to keep the bad at under. ; 


DrfaFeRion to the chief power muſt prove fatal. Peo- 
ple loſt to private and public virtue are an eafy prey. 


A man that flattereth his neighbour in er- 


ror and vice, fpreadeth in Mect, a net for the | 


entanglement of his feet. 


Flattery. To delude a poor brother is fatal cruelty. 
Few temptations are ſo difficult to get the better of. 
Honeſt freedoms become wiſe virtuous friendſhips. 
When offence has brought on miſery, adviſement comes 
too late, Prov. xxviii. 2 3. ; 

Lord God of Haſte, we acknowledge that we are-eter- 
naily undone without thy pardon, and that we cannot 
without ſpecial aſſurance pretend to it; for thou art un- 
der no ſuch obligations to offenders againſt thee as to. 


* Or, deſpi ifeth the laws. H. 


| 
| 
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give them a time and liberty to repent. Nevertheleſs 


we do not deſpair of thy mercy, O good God, ſince thou 


doſt permit us to live after our ſin, in a ſtate of proba. 
tion; and ſince there can be no intereſt of thee ſerved by 
the perdition of a ſinner, which is not better ſerved by 
his repentance and ſalvation. 

In the tranſgreſſion of an evil man, there 
is a concealed ſnare to enirap his own peace; but 
the /incere intelligent righteous doth fing un- 
der experienced e and gas re- 
Joice. 

Virtue and vice. No crime dares to bo ſeen in its own 
proper colours, Jam. i. 13, 14. Blandiſhed ſnares are 
the moſt fatal. How may the aſſurance of God's love 


enrapture the upright? Iſa. xxxii. 17. Rom. xiv. 17, 18, 
Bleſſed be thy name, O God, who, although thou didſt 


make us no more than finite and fallible, when thou 
madſt us men; yet haſt always ſuperintended over us 


by thy good ſpirit, which is infinite and infallible : and 
as in every other created nature, thou haſt placed a 
ſtrong principle of ſelf-preſervation and reſtitution, ſo 
thou Galt made our nature, which is intelligent and vo- 
luntary, no leſs ſufficient in ſubordination to thee, for * 
preſervation and reſtoration of itſelf t 


The charitable righteous confidereth with 


much leiſure and fairneſs the cauſe of the real 


poor; but the niggardly wicked regardeth 


not by any means whatever, toknow it thoroughly. 


The liberal, and illiteral. Kind offices, as to their va · 
lue, depend much upon their principle and manner, 
chap. xxviii. 7. Men of ſkill ought to advocate and 
judge for the poor, Pſal. IXxii 4. Job xxix. 11, & c. Ne- 
glect or careleſsneſs is next to taking a bribe. 


Prafligate ſcornful men, by their contageous 


manners, bring a whole city into a ſnare of 


troubles; but wiſe pioufly diſpoſed men turn 
away foreſeen cauſes of wrath. 


Chap. XXIX. . PROVERBS. 251 
Mildneſs and paſſion. The laſt tage of wickedneſs is 


to ſcoff at things of higheſt importance, chap. iii. 34. 
It is the reſult of pride and ſelf confidence. Diviſions 


come of ridicule above moſt things elſe, Jam. iii 5, &c. 
To think before one ſpeaks argues a ſound uſeful judge- 
ment. It is true patriotiſm to ſupport religion. 
If a modet wile man contendeth with a 
foohſh man, whether he rage with anger, or 
laugh in ſcorn, there is no reſt. eb 
Wrath and ſcorning. Where a foundation of calm 


ſenſe 1s, there only may be hope of admonithing with 
ſucceſs. The ear diſcerneth not meat, the throat di- 


ſcerneth not words, ſo neither does a fool underftand the 
ſayings of a wiſe man. Pure zeal uſes various means « 


for amending. The ealy progrels of vice ought to am. 
Pſal. i. I. 


The vage blood- thirſty hate the oppsſi ng 


10 


upright; but the mild equitable juſt ſeek the 


efteem and comfort of his ſoul. 


Uprightneſs. It is hard when the generouſly employed 
have no ſucceſs, but to be hated on that account is 
dreadful. What ſome impute to rigidity i is the effect of 
pure love. The friendſhip of the juſt is high honour. 


A weak paſſionate fool uttereth all his mind, 


in the preſent irritated moment; but a wile re. 
flefing man keepeth it in till "ome proper ſea- 
fon for utterance afterwards. 


Haſte. Judgements of conſequence ought ever to be 
preceded by calm deliberation, Jam. i. 19. Self conceit 
is raſh and provoking. Be cautious in giving charac- 
ters, chap. xiv. 33.—xvii. 27. They talk too much 
who do not hearken te others, and decide with an air of 
ſufficiency. R. 


If, from want of judgement, a ruler of the people 
hearken to whi iſpered lies, all his ſervants from 


11 


12 


thence are under great e to become 


wicked. 


| 
| 
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Rulers and fervants. Examples in high life do power. 


fully operate, Pſal. xii. 8. Jealouſy is fond of uncharit- 


able impreſſions, and in common never wants fools who 


hatch falſehoods for ſhewing their value. An honeſt 


courtier has little or no chance among fuch. Few princes 
hear truth, 1 Tim. ii. 1, Kc. 


The wpright poor and the deceitfut man 
often meet together in the ſame awful outward 
irials; the Lord, for wwiſe ende, lighteneth under 

ſuffering, both their mental eyes. 


Poverty and deceit. Sincere weakneſs is infinitely pre- 
ferable to abuſed great gifts of the mind. The native 
fruits of ignorance and cruel fraud are far too late, from 
their not ſeeking and taking advice. Neither overbear 
nor be tamiely ſubmiſſive. Our chief happinefs or mi- 
ſery muſt be determined by the final iſſues of chings, 
Ezra ix. 8. To enjoy one's ſelf is more than to enjoy 
the world 


The king chat faithfully ge the caſe of 


the poor, his throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed in 


' the protection of heaven, and in the cordial love 
of his ſubjefts for ever. 


B 


King. Invariable faithfulneſs antes ſound T5 
Ex. xxiii. 2, 3. Violence under ſhew of law is extreme 
falſehogd. To know and act according to truth is to 
govern well; like God, and in his ſtead. Affection is a 


more powerful ſupport than law. 

The rod when applied with judgement, A 
milder reproof / in its ſeaſon, give good practical 
wiſdom; but a child left to himfelf, zwil houi 
any fuch races, bringeth his too mdulgent mo- 
ther to miſerable ſhame. 


Chaſtiſement. Infant reaſon is weak and * aid; 

a charge that requires both prudence and fortitude. 

Maintam love with due authority. Seek gradual im- 
rovements. Teach children to bear with oppoſition. 

H Tumour not a peeviſh whining temper. Lead them 
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early to religious taſte, by example, inſtruction, and well 
timed reproof. How ſcandalous to read one's ſhame. 
in their ſecond ſelves? _ 5 


When the wicked are multiplied tranſgreſ- 16 


ſion of courſe increaſeth: but the righteous 
few ſhall fee their fall in the end. e 
Puniſhment delayed. Numbers of great people in fault 
ſacken the reins of authority, ver. 2. Early diſcipline 
is a needful balance. Even from charity the righteous 
muſt contribute to overthrow the wicked. One evil 
companion infects another, Pfal. xxxvii. 4. 

Correct thy ſon in time, and he ſhall give 
thee reſt from painful future reflections; yea, he 
ſhall by eminence of virtue, credit and uſefulneſs, 
give raptures of delight unto thy foul. _ 

Correction. Wiſely to educate has: every chance for 
ſucceſs, ver. 15. chap. xxii. 6. Give mild methods of 
diſcipline the preference. Paſſionate haſte troubles both 
child. and. parents.. No joy of life equals that of good 
reſpectable children. Judicious parental love is a ſource 
of great advantages to the ſtate, R. 

Where there is no regular communicated vi- 
ſion of truth to human minds, the people are ex- 


poſed to pe riſn in groſs ignorance ; but he that, 
by renewing ſentiments of virtue, keepeth the 


law, happy. is he. 


Education and knowledge. Wiſe aſſiduous teachers are 


as lights to the world, Matth. v. 15, &c. It comes 


much to the ſame purpoſe whether people want means 
or will not regularly attend them. What is neceſſary 
ſhould be ofteneſt inculcated. Vices not ſpoken to ſear 


an evil conſcience, Ezek. iii. 26. Iſa. xxxix. 9, &c. Amos 


viii. 11, &c. To love and thirſt after practical know- 

ledge is ſure to iſſue in good works and happineſs. III 

treatment of honeſt freedoms leads to future neglect. 
Have compaſſion, O Lord, upon that part of mankind 


17 


18 


who are ſtrangers to the goſpel. Have compaſſion upon 


* 


| 


19 
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their ruinated and fallen ſtate. en their eyes and 
turn them from darkneſs unto light? and from the power 
of ſatan unto God, that they may receive forgiveneſs of 
ſins, and inheritance among them which are ſanctified by 
faith that is in Chri/f. Succour and relieve thoſe who 


have the key of ae . withheld, even by them who 


ſhould make wiſe unto ſalvation. Grant that they who 
labour in holy things, by giving themſelves entirely up 
to the ſtydy of divine wiſdom, may teach thy ſervants 
—_ all poſſible advantage, for their education to eter- 


elf ta be corrected, by 1he moſt clear ſeaſonable 


20 


21 


words: for though he underſtand, he will 
not anſwer agreeable to the conviction of Hs own 


mind. 


Servants. The moſt criminal of all perverſity is to 


withſtand the force of undeniable evidence mildly pro- 
poſed. To good equal maſters it 1s heinous ingratitude, 


Seeſt thou a man that is haſty in his mat- 


ters and even in his words; there is more 


hope of reclaiming a ſimple fool, than of him. 
Haſte. To obſerve proper meaſures and time in ſpeech 
argues ſuperior knowledge, Jam. iii. 2. Thoughtleſs- 
neſs and pride hazard opinions raſhly, and prevent bene- 


fit from others. What they once affirm or deny they 
perſiſt in, Jam. i. 27. Bitterneſs and haſte makes the 


lovers of peace to tremble, Jam. iii. 15, &c. Prov. xxvi. 12. 
—XXVl 22. 5 „ 

He that 70 delicately bringeth up his ſer- 
vant from a child, ſhall have him become 


* 


free and familiar as his ſon at the length. 


Servants. Some baſe natures cannot brook a repeti- 
tion of kindneſſes, but grow inſolent. A maſter ought 
neither to be over ſevere nor over indulgent. Flatter 
not weak inferiors nor bribe them; elſe unreaſonable 
demands may be looked for. Overbearing airs and an- 


A ſullen malicious ſervant will not allow him- 
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ſwers from ſervants are inſufferable. Let advancements 
be gradual, Eccl. x, &c. 1 Kings xvi. 9, &c. 


A quick angry man ſtirreth up means of 22 


eth in dreadful tranſgreſſion. | 

Haſte and rage. The virtue of ſelf-government obſerves 
a rule with all the paſſions. They ought neither to be 
inactive nor to reign, Proportion warmth and ſeverity 


o . « | 
ſtrife, and a furious man in his wrath abound- 


to degrees of offence. Generous diſpleafure feels grief 


for the offender. Be ſſow to take offence and act with 
caution. Pride, the ſin of hell, is patent to wrath. | 
A man's pride of Heart ſhall bring him low 


by provoking great numbers but fire laſting 


honour ſhall uphold the 49nci/iating humble 
Humilitiy and pride. They who are full of conceit are 
not to be ſatisfied with reſpect. They depreſs others 
to riſe upon them, and ſtir up revenge. God is their 
enemy, Obad. i. 4. Eſteem and love wait on the 
humble. 8 N WED ; TD 
Whoſo is partner with a thief hateth in 
ect the quiet of his own ſoul ; he heareth ju- 
dicial * cutfing for diſcovery, and bewrayeth 
it not. | „„ 
Thieving and perjury. Not to prevent or diſcover frau- 
dulent evil is to ſupport the tranſgreſſor. Above all, 
receiving and concealing ſtolen goods, Pſal. I. 16, &c. 
When judicially ſworn, or adjured to ſpeak the truth, 


we cannot vary without perjuring ourſelves, Lev. xv. 1. 


Zech. v. 3, 4. Mal. iii. 5. To the beſt an oath is 
awful, Jer. iv. 2. 


The fear of diſpleaſing man bringeth often 


into a ſinful ſnare, with puniſhment ; but whoſo 


£ No 
* Perjury, not theft, was puniſhed by law of Mofes. 
| | "WS „„ 


. 
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in the face of danger dath good, and een his 
truſt in the Lord, ſhall be ſafe. 


Fear of man, and truſt in God. Dreading to offend 
others is the temptation of a delicate mind. Men of 
conſcience are ſecretly venerated. God ſupports and in 
time will clear them. Heaven is a balance to every 
private loſs. 

| We truſt in thee, the Almighty and ever living God, that 
the goodneſs for which thou art glorified of all will un- 
doubtably aſſiſt, fo as to accompliſh the work of our re- 
ſtitution, in dependence on thee, and ſubſerviency to thee. | F 
We do not expect ſucceſs in this undertaking, without 
thy help, or without our own endeavours ; but the con- 
junction of both, we are ſure, is ſufficient for all the needs 
of men, and for all thy gracious deſigns 2 us, u 
in this ſtate of probation and recovery. 


26 Many ſeek the ruler's favour, while they wi 
feruple net often bad means ; but every man's g. 
judgement with the reſult of it cometh on by 
the 2verruling Lord. 

Promotion. 'To be advanced and enriched. in an evil be 


way are dreadful purchaſes; and often a ſource of the 
moſt painful laſting uneaſimeſs. JO? 
Convince us, 0 moft great and bleſſed Lord God, that thou 
knoweſt much better what is fit for us, than we can know 70 
what is fit for ourſelves; that under the power of this 
conviction, we may in all our requeſts reſign our will to 
thy will; deſiring that thou wouldſt give us theſe things c 
which: are good 5 us, though we aſk them not at all, w 
and that thou wouldſt not give us thoſe things which 11 
are not good for us, though we aſk them never ſo often. 


27 An unjuſt man is an abomination to the of 
ſcrupulouſly juſt : and he that is zhus upright || kn 
in the way of his behaviour, is a ſimilar, though A. 
cauſeleſs, abomination to the incorrigible WIC- 
ked. | 


TL and As, A good man is a perpetual ed. 
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upbraiding to the ſinner. Their aims and aburſes are 
directly oppoſite, John Xvi. 78, 19. Gen. iii. 1 5. 


DDr 


CHAP. XXX. 


"HE words of Agur the ſon of Jakeh, r 

even the words of uſeful ® prophecy, 

the ſame inſpired 8 ſpake unto Ithiel, even 
unto Ithiel and Ucal. . 

Teachers. They prophecy or ſpeak before people 
who teach ſacred things. The weight of matters may 
ſupply, in certain caſes, our ignorance of a ſpeaker. We 
ſhould then depend upon the teſtimonies of thoſe who 
lived nigh to their times. _ 

Bleſſed be thou, O God, who by the dignity of our 
being, haſt exalted: us to the condition and Kate of thoſe 
who are made to know and ſerve, to reſemble and en- 
joy thee. 85 N | 

Surely, after ſo many advantages, it would be- 2 
come me to ſay, I am more brutiſh than 40 
mo/t any man, and I have not even the under- 
ſtanding of a common man. | neither learned 
wiſdom equal to the & hopes of others, nor have 
4 the knowledge of the |}, holy. 

 Diffidence. The firſt point of wiſdom is a deep ſenſe 
of ignorance. They. who have been moſt improved 
knew little, and have ſaid ſo. To be ſtyled a lover of 
wiſdom is more modeſt. and endearing than to be ſtyled 


wie Divine principles are the moſt beneficial. 


* Load, or burden. + Or, ſage. H. + Or, aft karn- 


ed, H. $ Nor yet of, &c. H. || Or, holy things.» H. 
2 3 


3 
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_ ©, Notwithſtanding the various manifeſtations of thyſelf I h: 
| to us, moſt blefſed God, who were created for thee, we v 
* have lived as without thee, in the world; and not taken ve 
| | ſuch notice of thy providence and government, as be- g 
| came natures intelligent and rational. Through the  w 
| | | ſhameful abuſe of our faculties, they have been rendered || th 
| defective, bowed down to the earth, and alienated from ve 
| that divine contemplation and communion, for which he 
| 5 
| 
{ 


they were fitted and deſigned. 


4 Who hath ye? aſcended up into heaven, 
for bringing perfect diſcoveries from thence, or © 
deſcended to the deep, for knowing what is there? 5 
Who hath gathered the winds as in his fiſts, 
to return and let them out at his pleaſure? Who i 

| hath bound the ocean waters with its amazing 

| ſupplics, in ſhores like a garment? Who hath c 
| eſtabliſned all the ends of the earth / firm and le 
| fa/t ? What is his name, and what is his ſon's ! 
| name, if thou canſt tell? O admit one who longs 


| 2 ; : . ; n 
Y for ſuch diſcoveries to ſhare in thoſe delights. tt 
Knowledge of God and his works. If ſuch ſmall parts P 
of the creation exceed our comprehenſion, how much © 2! 
more the whole with its. infinite original? Job xxxviii. 2, © u 


| &c. Pious curious reſearches are very becoming, and ſ © 
lead to humble thoughts. God is eſſentially preſent 
| every Where, Pſal. cxxxix. i, &c. Poetical licences are 
ſometimes very beautiful, Pſal. civ. 3. Job xxxviii. 9. 
Iſa. xl. 12. Amos ix. 6. Myſteries of nature grow 7 
upon the inquiſitive mind. All the viſible wonders 


of nature are faint images of divine greatneſs. R. ſe 
No one can know God, but he who ſeeks to reſemble p 
him R. ; n X 
Moſt blefſed and glorious Lord God, who dwelleſt in that a 
light into which no mortal eye can approach; whom ſh c 
no man hath ſeen nor can ſee: we thy creatures, who g 
live far remote from the throne of thy glory, adore and, 
| celebrate thee, who art viſible only to our faith, and who O 
| A 


manifeſts thyſelf unto us by the works of thy hands; who 
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haſt made the earth by thy power, and eſtabliſhed the 
world by thy wiſdom, and haſt ſtretched out the hea- 
vens by thy underſtanding. We praiſe and magnify thy 
goodneſs, who haſt in no age of the world left thyſelf 
without witneſs and demonſtration of thy being among 
the children of men. Prevent, O Lord, by theſe diſco- 
veries, our becoming vain and erroneous, in our appre- 
henſions of thee ; that we may not change the truth of 
God into a lie. 5 722 


One thing for certain I know, that every word 
of God is pure from falſehood ; he is, and ſhould 
be depended upon as a protecting ſhield unto them 
that, agreeable to order, do fly to put their truſt 
Truſt in God. Things adapted to practice have much 
clearneſs in them. The laws of ſovereign divine wiſdom 
lead to true perfection and happineſs, Pſal. xii. 6.—lxxxiv. 
11, 12. 1 Kings. viii. 24. 5 
We praiſe and magnify thy name, O Lord, who haſt 
made us to be happy, by communion with thee, and by 
the enjoyment of thee; and who haſt given us all pro- 
per means, and ſpecial advantages for ſuch knowledge 
and reſemblances of thy perfection, as are neceſſary and 
uſeful for accompliſhing thy moſt gracious deſign in the 
creation of us | . 


Add thou not unto his written revealed 6 
words, left he reprove thee by fore judicial 
ftripes, and thou be found out a notorious liar. 


Word of God. Impoſition and evil deſign are ſeldom 
ſeparated from adding to God's word. Such an. im- 


| piety is a charge upon divine wiſdom and love, Deut. 


xiii. 1. Matth. vii. 15, &c. Eſſential ſcripture articles 
are brought to a level with the meaneſt capacities. We 


cannot be too ſuſpicious of refinements derogatory to a 


good life, Matth. v. 17, &c. Rev. xxii. 18, 19, 

 Merciful Father, who haſt made us to diſtinguiſh by 
our higher faculties between moral good and evil, may we 
always perceive the great reaſon and necellity there is 


| 
| 


260 PROVERBS Chap; XXX, 


for ſueh as we are, to chooſe the good, and refuſe 
the evil. We adore thee in particular, me/t holy Lord God, 
for that thou who didſt, at ſundry times, and in divers man. 
ners ipeak unto the fathers by the prophets, and unto 
them by angels, haſt in the laſt period of time, ſpoken un- 
to us, by thy ſon Jeſus Chriſt, and that God is now manifeſt. 
ed in the fleſh. Make us thoroughly ſenſible of the di- 
vine glory that there is in holineſs, and righteoufneſs, 
the religion of men, by the diſcovery made in the life of 
Chriſt, that God himſelf lives by thoſe meaſures ; and 
owns the law, and accounts holineſs to be his glory. 
Reſeue thy divine religion from thoſe corruptions which 


have been any where introduced upon it, by length of 
time, and by decay of piety, and by the deſigns of wicked 


and unreaſonable men! a | 1 
Two things have I earne/tly required of 
thee, O my God, deny me them not before I 


die. Remove far from me the pride of vanity 


and the artifice of lies ; give me neither on 
the one band an extreme poverty, nor yet on the 
other. ſuper abundant riches, but feed me with 
an ailowance of food“ convenient for me. 
Leſt I be full by means of wealth, and deny thee 
in my practice, and ſay, to the con viction of all 
around, Who is the Lord, whom [ ought to 
worſhip? or left I be poor, and tempted to ſteal, 


and, for eſcaping the puniſhments of buman juſtice, 


take the name of my great God in vain, ſo as 


horribly to forfewear. _ a | 


Pride, lying, extreme wealth and d. Si Prayer doth 


naturally ariſe out of a ſenſe of need. iritual concerns 


fhould have our principal regard, Matth. vi. 9, &c. 


What leads with greateſt eaſe and advantage to endleſs 
life, infinite wiſdom alone can judge of Men of refſection 
and ſeriouſneſs are moſt jealous of their own infirmities, 


> 


Compare Lev. v. 1. Ex. «x. 7 


Fly from danger, and pray for grace to avoid it. Ly- 
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Month, face and 


ing even to men is deteſtably mean. 


heart ought ever to accord. A. ſober humble reaſoning 


with God, in prayer, is uſefully impreſſive. Neglect of 
devout acknowledgements is practical denjal. A quiet 
ordinary way of life is the ſafeſt. How many in high 
life are chargeable with denying God in practice? Sore 
and long continued ſtraits often lead to bad meaſures for 
relief. An oath is the great bond of ſociety; and to tam- 
per with it is to ſeal our own damnation, Zech. v. 3, &c. 

We would confide and acquieſce, O Lord, in thy wit- 
dom and goodneſs, who ordereſt all the events of things 
and ſtates of men; and we acknowledge that it is the 
privilege of the whole world, that thou art the governor 
of it, ſince nothing but what is good can proceed from 
thee, and whatever evil can proceed from others, is ſub- 
ject to the check and controul of thee, who art the beft 
and greateſt being. | „ | 


Accuſe not wantonly a ſervant unto his maſ- 10 


ter, left he curſe thee for /o great an injury, and 
thou fall under vengeance, as one who will be 
found“ guilty gf cruel hing. 
| Servants. Slight faults, or ſcrimp evidence, ſhould 
ſtop an officious accuſer's mouth. It is murder without 
proyocation to meddle between near relatives. Some 
people's credit is their living. A falſe accuſer when 
found out is juſtly hated, Itſelf a ſad curſe, Pal. xiv. 
6, 7. Jam. ii. 13.—v. 3. Eccl. iv. 2. OO 5 


There is a + generation of mankind that 


curſeth in ect their father, and doth not 


bleſs by good behaviour their tender anxious mo- 


ther. There is a generation of mankind that 
are pure.from whatever is culpable, in their own 
eyes, and yet is not at all waſhed from their 


hateful polluting filthineſs. There is a genera- 13 


tion of mankind, O how lofty from pride are 
* Compare chap. D. 10, II. Exel. vi. 6. T Or, race. H. 


12 


14 


15 
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their b4dily eyes! and their eye-lids as they 
walk are lifted up with contempt upon others, 
There is a generation of mankind, whoſe teeth 
are as ſwords 10 tear and deſtroy, and their jaw. 
teeth as ſharp-cutting knives, to devour the 
unable poor from off the earth, and the mo/? 
needy from among their fellow-men. _ 
Companion. It is of the utmoſt conſequence to be 
directed in choice of familiars. The worſt of all wicked 
2 5 are the ungrateful to near and dear benefactors. 
Self. deceit cannot endure to be ſet right, and muſt 
periſh. Devout affectation leads to this. Incivility 
is a ſure ſymptom of pride, Ia. Ixv. 5. Luke xviii. g, &c. 
Specious impoſers do moſt hurt. To add miſery to 
wretchedneſs is truly dreadful, Jude 11. 


The borſe-leach * hath two in/atiable daugh: 


ters, crying with aſſiduous vehemente, Give, 


16 


give. There are three things that are never 
fo be ſatisfied in time, yea, four things ſay not, 
It is enough. The grave; and the barren + 
womb; the parched earth that is not filled 
with rain-water; and the unquenchable fire 


. 


that ſaith not more than the former, It is quite 


enough. 


The grave and barrenneſs.. Inſtructions taken from 


ſenſible objects ſtrike ſtrong, and are well remembered. 
Shortneſs adds to power and beauty. Covetouſneſs and 
prodigality have a ſimilar thirſt and voraciouſneſs. By 
having only one object they are able to outwit. Impa- 
tience to riſe in rank is a third inſatiable appetite, Eſth. 
v. 11, &c. Inclinations for children ſometimes increaſe 
with the improbability of being gratified, Gen. xxx. 1. 
Prov why. | 

* Or, as the progeny of, &c. H. + Some, the gier-cagh, 
Lev. ii. 18. Deut. xiv. 17. Or, vulture. H. gs 
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The eye that mocketh at his adviſing fa- 
ther, tis deſpiſeth to obey the gen'le orders of 
his mother, the ravens of the valley, rather 
than leave him unpuniſhed, ſhall be ſent forth to 
pick it out, and the young + eagles ſhall be 
a/lowed to eat it wholly up. 


Children. How varied are the repreſentations of hor- 


rid unnatural crimes, in this facred book, and how full 
of argument? Movements of the heart do inſtantly affect 


the eye. What is out of the reach of human law is the 
more obnoxious to divine diſpleaſure. Sooner or later 
diſobedient children may expect revenge. Stoning was 
that of the Moſaic Law; and bodies unburied might be 
picked and eat literally. 

There be three things which are too } won- 
derful for me 10 comprehend, yea, four things 
which I know not clearly. The way of an 
eagle ſoaring high in the air, the way of a ſer- 
pent which glides upon F a rock, the way of 
a ſhip in the midſt of the fempęſtuous ſea, and 
the way of a man who propagates with a maid, 


Such 100 is the ſecreted way of an adulterous 


woman; ſhe eateth, / to ſpeak what is forbid- 
den, and wipeth her mouth for concealment, and 
faith, as though mode/t, | have done no wicked- 
neſs you can blame me for. 


Natural myſteries. See laſt notes. Thoſe ſkilled in the 
arts of diſſimulation leave as few truces as Pay be, tor 
finding out guilt. | 


A taſte for the Sublime in compofition muſt delight in the 
bold eaftern manner. + Or, ſons of the eagle. f Wonderful 
is the eagle's diſtant rapid fight by apparent weak means ; the 
quick ſerpent's windings turnings upon hard ſlippery 
rock; the command of a large haded veſſel, in the heart of 
huge waves, by a ſmall helm ; the endearments between the 


ſexes, and how theſe produce. $ Or rather, up arock. H. 


17 


"> 


9 


20 
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21 For three things the earth is peculiarly dif. Þ :: 
quieted, and for four which it cannot well] te 
22 bear. For a baſe ſervant, when by artifice, he 
reigneth over great numbers, and a raging fool I 
23 when he is filled with delicate meat. For an] ti 
odious peeviſh woman when ſhe is married to be 
one who loves peace, and an hand-maid that by | E 
ſupplanting is made unexpected nomad to her fooliſh 
- miſtreſs. A 


Promotions hurtful. Abuſe of truſt to 9 POL ES of 
in maſters, gives command in the end, to vile aſſuming gi 
inferiors, chap. xix. 10. Weak, hot-headed people are 
inſufferable companions. Guard againſt what inflames | he 
blood and paſſion. The leſs reſtrained in freedoms that | cc 
married people are, the more they become hateful. The fa 
ſuddenly elevated are the moſt extravagant. A wiſe ſ 11 
choice among equals, and at a proper ſeaſon of life, i is one ti 
of the moſt probable means of happineſs. m 

24 There be four things, of the animal kind, 8 
which are of little /ze upon the earth, but N 

25 they are nevertheleſs exceeding wiſe, The 
| | ants are a people not ſtrong, yet they i- 
| duoufly prepare their meat“ in the air ſum- ,; 
| 26 mer ſeaſon. The + conies a//o are but a feeble 
| folk, yet, as conſcious this, make they their I , 
27 houſes in the holes under rocks.” The locutts 7 
have no diſcernable king, yet go they forth, all Þ / 

28 of them, as for battle, by bands. The ſpider 

| taketh hold with her feeble hands, and is, 
from the fineneſs of what ſhe weaves, to be AR 
ſometimes even in king's palaces. _ 5 


b Inftint. Brute igſiructorr. Prudence, by fit means, PI 
| doth execute what i is both ſafe and b ere N viii. Pr 


2 Or, lay Zn their FOE : + 05 mountain-mice 
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12. The leaſt and meanneſt of the brute-creatures may 


teach good: ſtudents. | 
and comfortable; yet do too often eſcape us. When 
means of ſupport are plentiful, then is the time to provide. 
To be idle is to be unnaturally cruel, 1 Tim. v. 8 Cau- 


tion makes up for want of ſtrength. What is impotent, 


being alone, becometh powerful in bands, Ex. x. 4. 
Eccl. iv. g, &. Conſiderations of a doubtful kind can- 
not vindicate dividing, Pſal, cxxxiii. 1, &. Watchful- 
neſs and induſtry will get the better of great difficulties. 
Application ſupplies the want of genius. 
of the univerle prepare the mind for the doctrines of reli- 
gion. R. | : 3 

Lord, teach us ſo to number our days, as to apply our 
hearts to wiſdom and religion, by which alone we can be- 
come capable of that mercy which is neceſſary to eternal 
ſalvation; and ſuffer us not to loſe one day, or one hour 
more. 
time, becauſe our paſt have been evil; and by the ut- 
moſt diligence, and the moſt prudent conduct in this 
greateſt affair of eternity, lay up a good foundation of 
religious improvement of ourſelves againſt time ſhall be 
No more. i 


There be three things which go well in dig- 
nity, yea, four are comely in their maje/tic mo- 
thod of going. A lion, which is ſtrongeſt ever 
among wild beaſts, and turneth not away in 
his anger, for any. A grey-hound * at full 


ſpeed, an + he-goat alſo, as he ſets out with his 


herd ; and a beloved king, againſt whom there 
is no riling up with ſucceſs. 
Beauties natural. Certain appearances denote fortitude 


and generoſity. The horſe, as well as the grey hound 


is ſwamp, Job xxxix. 19, &c. Leaders who claim 
pre. eminence ſhould be above timidity. An affectionate 
prince will ever be ſupported ; being bold as a lion, ready 
to redreſs the injured, wile and active. | 


.* The cock, flrong in hoins. H. F Or, ram. 
| 1 A 


The beauties 


But grant that we may redeem our remaining 


Their inſtincts are regular, ſafe  - 


29 
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If thou haſt done fooliſhly in lifting up 


thyſelf, whilc in anger, io molels, or if thou haſt 


fo much as thought 10 perpetrate evil, lay thine 


hand without a mement's he/itation upon thy 
mouth for ſolemn inward worſhip. Stand in 
awe of offending ; for ſurely as the churnin 
of milk. cream bringeth forth butter, * ani 
the wringing of the noſe bringeth forth blood; 
ſo the forcing of wrath, by execution of wicked 
deſigns, bringeth forth ruinous ſtrife. 

Offence and reſlitution. Think of conſequences in every 
caſe, eſpecially rebellious ones. Thoughts of vice 
ſhould be inſtantly reprefſed. Vent them not to others. 
Revere Almighty Gad, Eccl. vii. 3 —x. 20. Malice in- 
creaſeth with ſpeaking of lies. 

We truſt in thee, who art the original of our being, and 
the Saviour of ſinners, that nothing which is neceſſary 


to that ſalvation, and the bringing us to a bleſſed im- 


mortality, ſhall be wanting in thee, who art good unto 
all, beyond the deſires and acknowledgements of thy 
creatures. 


4 $4444 A G ti dope: dupe pee ded. 
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1 HE important words of King Lemuel, 


the rich comprehenſive | prophecy that 


his excellent mother taught him. 


Inflrution. Divine ſayings ſhould have great autho- 
rity, 1 Cor. ii. 11. 2 Pet. i. 20. 


Some, /o he that aggravateth wrath will cauſe bloogſhed ; 
and he who provoketh paſſion, miſchief. H. T Of, or for 
God, Compare 1 Kings ii. 15, 22. J Or, burden. 


. 


0 


and oppoſing it ſtill worſe. 
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What, my dear ſon, Hall I urge to enſure vir- 


tue and happineſs? And what, the ſon of my * 


womb? Ard what, the ſon of my ardent 


pravers, with vows ! 


Earneft adiireſs. Children are bred and carried about 
under many ſufferings. What we receive by prayer 
fhould be returned with thankſgiving, and vows of obe- 
dience to heaven. . | 


Give not thy ſtrength and ſubRance in youth, 3 


unto eud women, nor thy ways of irregular 
attachment, to that which deſtroyeth kings / 


opulence themſelves. 


Impure living. ' Nothing hurts health, credit and for- 
tune, ſo much as a ſenſual courſe. It is the death of 
fine beneficial affection, Hoſ. iv. 11. Prov. v. 7, &c. 


It is not for kings, whoſe employments are va- 


rious, delicate and extenſive, O Lemuel, it is not 


for kings to drink wine greedily, nor for 
princes but à little beneath them, ſtrong drink 
of any kind. Leſt they drink to intoxication, 
and forget the ſupport of law, agreeable to office, 
and pervert the judgement of right to any of 
the afflicted. 

Rulers and fobrizty. To doſe away life, or to be given 
to riot, are peculiarly inimical to great truſts; and dan- 
gerous example to inferiors. Omiſſion of duty is bad; 
One vice 1s no apology for 
another, or even alleviation. A habit of drunkenneſs 
leads to numberleſs cruel ills, Eccl. x. 16, 17. 

Give ſtrong drink, as a medicine, unto him 
that is ready to periſh, and wine, in ſuitable 
meaſure, unto thoſe that be of heavy hearts. 


5 


Let him drink to the length of cheering, and 7 


* To diſtinguiſb from adaption or laws 
| "AA 4 
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forget his poverty, and through time, with 
continued * remember his miſery no 
more. 


Drink how to 2 The guilt of drinking lies in the 
exceſs, or unſeaſonableneſs thereof; both unnatural. 
Keep reaſon awake and cloſe enthroned, for what is pious, 


r 


juſt and charitable. Paſſions and appetites have their 10 
uſe but muſt be governed. Cordials are for -weak- 
neſs, diſeaſe and age, which loathe at common food. n 
Medicines ſhould be dropped as ſoon as poſſible, leſt they 
come to demand too much. fi 


8 Open thy mouth for defence of the dumb, | © 

and likewiſe in defending the cauſe of all ſuch || 7 

as are iniquit:y/ly appointed to deſtruction. t 

9 Open thy mouth cheerfully and wide, judge || n 

_ righteoully in favour of each, and plead with | * 
earne/ineſs the cauſe of the poor and needy. 


Compaſſionate beneficence. Vices prejudicial to truſt 

ought anxiouſly to be guarded againſt. Generous zeal is 

- yet more becoming. Want of reſolution at times is 

want of juſtice. The more calamitous any ſtate is, it 

requires the more haſte and diligence to relieve, Exod. 
xxii. 21, &c. Job xxix. 11, &c. 


10 Who can find a * diligent virtuous, wo- 
man? + For her price is far 12055 exquiſite 
poliſhed rubies. 


A good wife. Choice of friends is a delicate point. 
Fortune, wit and beauty bring no adequate relief to do- 
meſtic wants. A married ſtate, under wiſe direction, 
has many advantages An irregular life is mere affec- 
ted freedom. Be cool and adviſeable by experienced 
age. Nature and cuſtom give to one ſex the privilege. 


. praiſe * a good wife, to the end of the Chapter, is 
epritten agreeable to the order of the Hebrew Alphabet ; like 
Pſalms cxix. cxlv. + T here may be much poetical licenſe both 
as to expre Nen and order. 


9 vu 22 8. 


NON . 
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of firſt addreſs, Moderate expectation and mutual for- 
bearing, lead to conjugal happineſs. Virtue declines 
not with beauty, wealth and form. Pure love is a great 
preſervative to this. R. y teightens charms of 


wit and beauty. R. Parely to love diffaſes a fecret 


— 


joy through every action. RxLzLꝝ. 75 | 
The heart of her huſband doth fafely truſt 
in her management, ſo that he ſhall have no 
need of anlawful tpotl for ſubſiſtence. i 
Domeſtic economy. Truth and regular affection enſure 
fidelity. To make light of perjury and injuſtice is the 
conſummation of guilt. Secrecy and domeſtic prudence 
are great qualities for mutual eaſe and freedom. Un- 
forſeen loſſes ſhould be expected, prepared for. Modera- 
tion of taſte and wiſe economy enrich with content- 
ment. Live agreeable to reaſon ; and not whim, cuſ- 
tom or paſhon. 8 
She will do him much pleaſant profitable 
ood in return, and not wilful evil of any 
kind, all the days of her life. 


Marriage happineſs. Female ſoothing meaſures ſhould: 


foften- ſevere labours without doors. Alleviate misfor- 


tune by kind looks and gentle words. Marriage friend- 
ſhip ſhould increaſe with years. The very weakeſt, if 
not worſt, are capable of good by fits. Reaſon and 
foripture are ſtill the fame, 

She feeketh to purchaſe: wool and flax, with 
the overplus of houſehold maintenance, and work- 
eth willingly up both materials with her hands. 


Female induſtry. Some kinds of labour ſuit all condi- 


ditions, if it were only by way of example. This makes 


leiſure a real enjoyment. Houſehold elothing and fur- 


niture are fit objects of a good wife's regard, chap. xxi. 
25. There is an order in every buſineſs requiſite to ſuc- 


ceed and ſave time. What is moſt needed ought ever 


Fs See Deut. xxx11.. 6. A. 
AST | 


= 
J 
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to have the place of mere ſhow. Idleneſs is peculiarly 


blameable, among thoſe of middle or low rank. 


dhe is for profitableneſs, like the merchant's 
ſhips, ſhe bringeth, by means of home-induſtry, 
her more delicate food from afar. 


Female induſtry. Foreign trade admits of few dies 
No ſurmountable difficulties ought. to diſcourage. What 


is rare ſtimulates ee To give is the privilege of - 


wealth. 


15 N 


16 


7 


18 


yet night, and giveth oft meat to her, houſe- 
hold /ervants, who mult work abroad at day- 
break, and a portion “* in like OY to her 
maidens Within doors. 

Female induſiry. A good wife's preſence is 8 

to aſſign taſks with clearneſs, and proportion to ability. 
The moſt upright ſhould neither be tempted with too 
much power nor ſtraitened, Col. iv. 1. 1 Tim. v. 8. 
Order, ſpeed and ſeaſon tend to enrich. 
She artentively conſidereth the value of a 
field, and buyeth it; with the fruit of her 
induſtrious hands ſhe planteth a e aſter- 
wards. 


Female induſtry. - Prudent managing feldom fails of 


great ſucceſs. Application ſhould keep pace with the 
_ widening of our ſphere. Means of uſefulneſs and health 


often go together. 


She girdeth the upper 1 056 flowing garment 
zo her loins with new exertions of ſtrength, and 
firengtheneth her arms likewi/e for diligent 
work, She perceiveth that her former mer- 
chandiſe is good o numbers more needful than 


ber own : her candle therefore goeth not out 


| * Or tot, Ex. v. 14. H. 


Sbe riſeth alſo, upon occaſions, while It Is 


— 


— 2 . ff yo n= 
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ly || for any length of time by night. She layeth 19 

I even then her examplary hands to the ſpindle, 

s and her hands hold the diſtaff 1 which it is 

N appended. 

6 Female induſtry. To be ready for ſervice renders exe - 

VS. cution eaſy, John xiii. 4. So do watchfulneſs and dili- 

lat gence. A clear proof of ſucceſs animates. What may 


of be well ſpared from ſleep is 38 gain; and a * 
| ing of natural life. 


is | She* ſtretcheth out her hand to the relief 20 
e- of poor people; yea, ſhe reacheth forth her wide 
2y- diftended hands to ſupply, as much as poſſible, the 

er needy from want of health, meat and cordials. 


Economy and beneficence. Generous alms ſanQify ſub. 


ry ſtance. As open to ſucceſsful work, they ſhould never 
ty. be ſhut to acts of liberal love, Eph. iv. 28. Mere 
00 worldly prudence is mean, covetous, abominable. A 
8. pitying heart enlarges charitable communications, Deut. 


xv. 7, & It takes noble relieving thought even about 
| diſtant calamities. Frugality, diligence and almſgiving  ' 
4 are the beſt of all houſe- eſtabliſnments. To be hoſpita · ; 
er ble confirms authority and gains good will. R. 
ng | She is not afraid of the winter + ſnow, for 21 
all her moſt immediate houſehold : for all her 
of houſehold are net only clothed to the Full, but 
h | With rich warming } ſcarlet zt/elf. 


Female induſtry. Conſult ability for giving and wiſely 
proportion, Pſal. cxii. 5. Forget not in the heat of 


nl ſummer that winter cometh on. Each ſeaſon: of the 

1d year has important advantages. Forecaſt e Judge- ; 

ui ment as well as inclination to work. 

r- She maketh berſelf \ for amuſement,coverings 22 
alt 

+ * Fentiments variouſly fet forth, touch dj ferent inclinations, 


paſſions and intereſts. f Or, cold. H. + Or, are clothed - 
with double nh hats Ex. xxii. 4. H. See ver. 1 5. 


23 


24 
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of beautifed tapeſtry, her own perſonal cloth- 
ing is of fine ſilk 9 purple, 5 to her 
high rank. 


Domeſtic conveniences. What conſumes not too much 
thought and time may be laid out for ornament, to diſ- 
tinguiſii and put in mind of duties. Only remember in- 
come and charitable claims. Inſtructive hiſtorical draw- 
ings are valuable furniture. Clothing, is providentially 
ſuited to climate. 


Her buſband is e known from his 1 


and reſpected ef in the gates, when he ſittet 


among the numerous wealthy elders of the 
land. 


Domeſtic Ds, Marks os 3 us 1 


highly creditable to a beloved huſband. Inferiors there- 


by are much affected. 
She maketh fine linen, more than à family 
can uſe, and ſelleth it out to others, and deli- 
vereth curious netted girdles unto the exporting 
merchant. 

Female indy. Appetite become dull, by fickneſs or 
age, needs a whet from the importation of things that 
are rare. | 

What contributes id ſtrength and honour 


are her preſent clothing, and with all the ex- 
ences which theſe require, ſhe ſhall continue to 
, by. an eaſy affluent Hou in time to 
come. 


Economy and . Domeſtic Wee and liberal ex- 
tenſive kindneſs are certain means of powerful credit. 

They defend and ornament: like fineſt bodily habits, 
3 x Tim, ii. 15. Titus ii. 4, F. 


* Or, linen. H. F t Deut. 
*. 7. Court of judicature, ar place of Hublic reſort, Prov. 


i. . 
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She openeth her mouth with infrudive 26 


wiſdom, and in her tongue, from a benevolent 
heart, is the law of inceſſant kindneſs. 


Female civility, When beauty fades, new and ever- 
blooming charms ought to be found. R. Polite and 
uſeful converſation is highly captivating. What relaxes 
moſt ſhould have ſomething edifying in view. The 
more one purely loves, the more their company will be 
defired. Slander, defamation and calumny are un- 
known to ſuch. Their reproofs are fecret, mild, ſeaſon- 
able. To treat men always with the utmoſt rigour they 
deſerve, is brutality, and not juſtice. A. - 


She looketh well, in ſhort, to the whole ways 27 


of her houſehold, both children and ſervants, 
and eateth not the bread of dangerous 1dle- 

A good wife. The flothful muſt either eat what others 
have laboured for, without their own conſent; or elſe 
be more injurious. An idler is intolerable to a good 
maſter or miſtreſs, 1 Tim. v. 13, 14. 2 Theſſ. iii. 11, &c. 
Yet do they mildly reprove. 


Her grateful children ariſe up, under fo Arik- 28 
ing an example, and call her eminently bleſſed; 
her huſband alſo, and he praiſeth her in u 


warm terms. Many daughters for encouraging 29 


the honourable ſtate, are his words, have done 
virtuoully no doubt, but in the poſſeſſion of what 
is moſt valuable, thou, my long, dear, wedded 


companion, excelleſt them all. Remember ye 30 


the experience of advanced life, and let what fol- 
lows dwell in your hearts, Favour obtained by ei- 
ther gracefulneſs of perſon, rank or wealth, 1s 
deceitful, and beauty of looks 18 equally vain, as to 
true lating enjoyment; but a woman that feareth 
the Lord at heart, and ever acts as before him, 


4 
. 
$ 
4 
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ſhe ſha!l be praiſed to the laſt. Give her only 
of the fu charitable fruit of her induftrious 
hands, and /o let her own w/eful works praiſe 
her in the gates, where nobles, fudges and magi/- 
trates oftene/# meet. e | 


Praiſe of feranle excellence. Tender love with prudent 
authority extort commendation. Honeſt fervour is 
hardly to be kept within bounds. "The ſimplicity. of 
praiſe is much preferable to panegyric ſtrains. To be 
ſatisfied upon a general review is the utmoſt we ought 
to ſeek. Senſual ignorance onght not to judge. Fineſt 
flowers fade quickeſt, Principle is uniform. Virtuous 
luſtre brightens with years, and lives after death. To 
deny commendation to faithful, pious, charitable deeds 
is horrible ingratitude. Pleaſures ought not to loſe 
their reliſh, when they become lawful. R. Marriage- 


union, diminiſhes the pains of life, and augments its 


pleaſures, by ſharing them. R. Here ſouls become ac- 
quainted; but above, in the element of love, their union 
is conſummated. Pure love is immortal. R. Taſte, 


pleaſure, reaſon and duty, all combine, to augment a 


virtuous paſſion. 
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Pious, moral, political and economical 8 ubjeds, 
in the Book of Proverbs ; referring io Chap- 
ters and Verſe, in the preceding Work. 


HAPPINESS. 


In approving ourſelves to Gop. 
Whence life, chap. xii. 24. : xi. 19. 
Bleſſing of favour, x. 6. : xi, 35 
Joy, xxix. 26.: xvi. 9. | S | 
Preſervation, x. 25, 29, 30.: Xt. 4, B.: Xii. 13. 2 ii 6. 
Proſperity, xv. 6.: xiv. II. N N 
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. 6. Xin. l.: * 22. win 23, $4105 2061 
lll. 33. | | 
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Damnation, xiv. 32.5 XV. II.: Xii. 2.3 X. 29-3 Xix. 29. 
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Wherein it confiſteth, iv. 26, 27. 
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22. 3- Vide de. 

Comprehends wiſdom, viii. 12. :; XIV. 3. . 
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Procures knowledge, Ny. .: XUE; . i 36 3 Ne fe t 
iii. 16. 1. 18. : 

Safety, Ii. 10, 11, 12, 13. : X. 24. 
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Good direction of actions, viii. 20. 
Of words, xvi. 23.: x. 12: Xix. 25. 
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Life, xvi. 22. : viii. 34. iv. 5, &e. | 
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Gives to all their due, xv. 21.: Xx. „ n 22. 
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In executing it, XIV. „ XIX, 16. 
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In reproot, xxvii. 5, 6.: XV. 12. : XXV. 12. 

Truth in words, xii. 17.: xiv. 25. 
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The diſſembler, x. 18. 

Who is malicious, xxvi. 24, &c. 
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Contrary to which is deceit, xxvi. 255 19. : Xii. 20. xx. 
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Love to God, viii. 17, 22. | 
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Oppoſed to > ls are the contentious, vi. 18. 2; xviii. 

159.: xvi. 29. : xviii. 6 xxvi. 21: N xxx. 
33. xxix. 9. 
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XXIV. 20. : iii. 31.5 xxiii. 17. XXIV. „ * 26. : 
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| Contrary to which are unmercifulneſs, xxit. 7.:: xiv. 20. 


xix. 7. 
Oppreſion, xxx. 14. : Xxii. e 22. : xxv. 20. : xi. 1 
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| Bloodthirſtineſs, xxix. 10. : xxiv. 15.: xxViii. 17. 4 1 
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Xxviii. 17. : ERR 
Second in liberality, xxii. 9. ii. 27; 28. I +> . 25. 
XXVHL 27. i. 24. 4 
Contrary to which are e i. 19.: xxiii. 6.: 
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Oppoſed to which is ſlothfulneſs, Ni. 26˙: Xvi. 24%: 


vi. 10: xv. Ig. : Xxii. 13. : xxvi. 13, 16. :; Xii. 11: 
Xlll. 14, 15. : XX. 4, 13-: XXIV. 30, 31, 32. x. 


4. vi. 6, &c.: Xxiv. 33- 


TEMPERANCE. 


In diet, xxv. 28. : xxüi. 1, 2, 31.: Xxv. 16. xxvii. 7. 2 
XXX. 21, 22.: XXill. 29.: XX. 1. 

Modeſty in wor ds, xvii. 27. : x. 19.: xviii. 4. 

Seaſonable and to purpoſe, x. 21, 31. : xii. 14. : xiii. 2 
xviii. 20.: zii. 27. xi. 12, 28. X. 19. vii. 28.: 
23. Ti. 33. . wii. 4. xi. 


| 23, 6. : Xiv. 3.: vii. 20. : x. 31.: Av. 4+: XVI 7. 
In actions, xi. 16. | 


Humility, xxix. 23. : XXX. 2, 3: xt, 2.: Li. 31. : xxXVi. 
19. : xv. 33. viii. 12. : xxviii. * xxix. as 
Axii. 14 = 

Contrary wherennto- is pride, xxx. 1% 22.: Avi. 2+: 
XXl. 2.: XIV. 6, 27. : xxvii. 2.: Xxviii. 11.: viii. 


1. Xvi. 12, 18.: xiv. 3. Xxi. 4. XXX. 32. : vi. 


17. : Xvi. 5. : xv. 25+ : Xi. 22. : Xi. 2.: viii. 3.: 
7. Tit. 20. : XXIX. 8. XXL 4, 11. 

Continepcy of luſt, v. 1 5, 20. © vi. 25. ii. 17: xxiii. 
239," 8. 7 

Of anger, xvi. 32: xiv. 29.: xix. II.: xxix. 8. : xvi. 
23.2: XX. 3. : XIV. 17, 29. : xxvii. 4. Xxix, 22. : 
Xxii. 24, 25. 

FORTITUDE, xviii. 14.: xxviii. 1.: xxiv. 10. : iii. 5, 
„55 5 XIV, $2. : xt Ih» 

Whence confidence in God, patience, ſafety, r. 5. 

xx. 31: xvüi. 12.: xvi. 20.: Xxviii. 26.: xxvii 1. : 

ili. 28. 12.: K. 28. : XIX. 3.: Xxxix. I.: x. 22. 


POLITICS. 


Degrees ſubordinate, chap. xxil. 2.: viii. I 5, IG. ; Xxx. 
27. ; xXVili 2. | 


KING. 


N ot low, ſervile, xix. 10.: XXX. 21, 22. 


Not ajervious, x xxxi. 23, 4, 5. : Xii. 2, 3. | 
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Not hollow, diſſembling, xvii. 7. 


Not childiſh, imprudent, xxviii. 16. 


But temperate, juſt, xi. 11. : Xvi 12. 4 xiv. IT xxix. 2. 

Merciful, xx 18. x 

Wiſe, viii. 16. : X. 26: : 

Bountiful, xxviii. 16. | | 

Slow to anger, xvi. 32. : Xx. 12. : XII. 29, 31. 

Secret, XXV. 3.: XXI 1. cr, 

His actions good, XV IS 1.345 xx. 8.2 Aix. 4 14,1 12. : 
XVI. 10.: xxxi. 8, 9. : xvii. 20,5 XXV. 1. 


couNSELLOR, zi. 14-: xxiv. 26 xv. 22. xxix. 


| 18, : xi. 30.: Xvi. 21.32 xk 3. > its 
Requires wiſdom, xxiv. 5. : xiv. 33.: XV. 24. q 15. 2.3 
EXxiv. J.: XXvi. 1, 8.3 Xviii. 17. : xx. 85. 

Providence, XXlll. 3.: Xill, 16. : Ni. 22. XIV, 16.: 
XX1. 3O. 5 XU. z. | 

Piety, xxviii. 18. : Xxix. 2.: xxvii. 28. xxv. 6. 

Juſtice, xxviii. 21. 3 xxiv. 23. XVili, 5. xxiv. 24. 
xvii. 15, 23.: xvüi. 16.: Eri. 7.3 XV. 27. : ki. 1. : 
xix. 25-3 XXL. 11, 2. : XIV. 5. : Xii. 17. : xviii. 17.3 
115, 9, Nu 31. 2 Tri 22 H 26 ; 


COURTIER. 


Muft be diſcreet, xvi. 15. : xix. 12.: xiv. 39, 
Religious, xxii. 11. : xi. 27. x11, : : xxl. 4 IV. 
TATE: D: 


Humble, ſee the laſt, chap. xxv. 1 5.3 : Xii. 9. J xrii. 29 


xiii, 11.: xVit. 8. : xix. 6.: XXit. 6. 


_ SUBJECT. 

To revere his prince, xiv. 28. : rix. 6. xxx. 26. : xxiv. 
23.5 29k. 1. 

To obey, ſee the laſt. : 

Reſpect ſuperiors, Iii. 7. : xxvii. 1. 

Oblige inferiors, xi. 12. : xiv. 21. : iii. 30.: xvii. 14: 
xxv. 8, 9. : XXVI. I7.. vi. 16, 19.: XxXViL. 19.: XIV. 
4. : Xi. 26. : xxiv. 3O- : Xxxi. I4- 3; xxii. 28.: XxxXlll 
1e, 11+: £XVill. 20, #24-: XX. 20> 

To obſerve truth in friendſhip, xviti. 24. : xxvil. 10, 6, 
9, 17.5 ix. 4-3; xvii. 17.3 xxvi. 19. xxv. 173 
xvii. 18 3 vi. I, &c.: xi. 15. 
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"ECONOMICS. 


Huſbands to be wiſe, xxiv. 3» 27-3 xi. 29. 2 Av. 6, 16. 

Stayed and thrifty, xxvii. 26, Ga il. 24. li. 17. 
xii. 4. 

Chaſte, v. 6, &c. xv, &e.: : Vi. 25, &c. 1 li. 
18, 19.: v. 4, 5. : xxiii. 7. | 

uiet and loving, Xxii. 14+: "XVII. I, 9.: XIX. 11. 
Wife to be faithful, xii. 4.: xxxi. IO, 11, 17.3 vii. 6, &c. 
Ii. 16.: XxXiii. 28.: XXX. 20. 


Dutiful and obedient, xv. I. : Xxx. 23, 21. : Tir. 13: 


xxvii. 15. . XXV. 24. 3 xxvii. 19, 16. 
Prudent in all her actions, xiv. I. : xi. 42. xxxi. 1 3-8 Kc. 
Speeches, xxxi.'26. 

Parents, owe to their children proviſio, xvii. 6. : Lili. 
22. : i. 8.: vii. 21. 

Education, ſee the laſt, chap. xxii. 6. 5 Krill. 
Correction, iii. 24.: Xxii. 25.: XIix. 1 5 ix. 5 19: 
: LL EARVE T4 2 Ive 3: Trix. 17. "M1 
Children to obey parental inftrudtion, xv. 202 K. 1 28 
X xiii. 24. ix. 13. 2 xi. 3.: xxiii. 25. : iii. I.: 

i. 8. iii. 22. vi. 20. XXX. 11. xXx. 20.: 

X. 17. 

To ſubmit to correction, x11. 1.: xv. . 2 vi. 23. : Iv. 10. 
To care for their eſtate, xxviii. 285 kik, 260% K 1 
xXxiii. 16. | 7 
Mafters to provide for ſervants, xĩi. 9: 2 Xxvii. 27. 


XXix. 21, 19. 2 Avii. 2 f 
Servants to be faithful, xxir. 13e8 2 Lili. 221 : XXvii. 23» 
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HAPPINESS. 


ORSAKE my ſoul ihe tents of ſin, 
How falſe her joys appear! 
Noiſe and confuſion dwell within: 
Peace is a ſtranger there. 


2 Peace never fix d her facred throne 
So near the gates of hell; 
She reigns in pious breaſts alone, 
Where heavenly virtues dwell. 


3 The men who keep the laws of God, 
His choiceſt bleflings ſhare ; - 
Or, if he lifts his chaſt'ning rod, 
'Tis with a father's care. 


4 His mighty pow'r ſhall guard the juſt, 
His wiſdom point their way; 
His eye ſhall watch their fleeping duſt, 
His hand revive their clay. | 


5 Benin ye ſaints, the joyful talk, 
is praiſe employ your tongue; 
And ſoon eternity will aſk 
A more exalted ſong. 
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Tas BEATITUDES. 


Theix emptineſs and poverty; 
| Treaſures of grace to them are given, 
And crowns of joy laid up in heaven. 


2 Bleſs'd are the men of broken heart, 
Who mourn for ſin with inward ſmart; 
From heaven the ſtreams of mercy flow, 


A healing balm for all cheir Wo. 


3 Bleſ#d are the meck wh ſtand FSR 
From rage and paſſion, noiſe and war; 
God will ſecure their happy ſtate, 
And plead their cauſe againſt the great. 


4 Bleſsꝰd are the ſouls that thirſt for grace, 
Hunger and long for ri ghteouſneſs; $7.7 
They "hall be w Ki ſupplied and fed 
With living ſtreams and living bread. 


5 Bleſsd are the men 1 whoſe bowels move 
And melt with ſympathetic love; 
From Chriſt the Lord ſhall they obtain 
Like ſympathy and love again. 


6 Bleſsd are the pure, whoſe hearts are clean. 115 


From the defiling powers of ſinn 
With endleſs pleaſure they ſhall ſee 
A Gaa of ſpotleſs Preys 


"7 Bleſs'd are the men of esse __ 
Who quench the coals of growing ſtrife ; 
They Wall be calPd the heirs of bliſs, 


$ Bleſsd are the ſores who partake | 
Of pain and — for HF eſus? fake; 


LESS'D are 1 humble ſouls that ſee © 


7 
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Their ſouls ſhall triumph i in the Lord, 
Glory and j joy are their W Ft 
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TY 


PRUDENCE. 


0 *Tis a lovely thing to ſee 
A man of prudent heart, 


Whoſe thoughts, by: lips, and life Agres 
To act a uſeful Part. : 


2 When envy, ſtrife and wars K 
In little angry ſouls; 
Mark how the ſons of peace come in, 


And quench the kindling „ 


3 Their minds are humble, mild and week, 
Nor let their fury riſe: 
Nor paſſion moves their lips to ſpeak, 
Nor pride exalts Fee eyes. 
4 Their lives are 8 mix'd with W : 
Good works employ their day ; 
They join the ſerpent with the dove, 
But caſt the ſting away. 


5 Such was the Saviour of mankind, > 43 4 72 
Such pleaſures he purſu'd; CE ai bing „ 
His manners gentle and refin d. „ f 
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1 M* ſoul abjure th* unhappy. throng, 
| Whoſe proſp'ring wealth eren „ 
By fraud, by violence and wrong. 


Still thriving for the thunder's blaſt. | 4's 
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2 If high or low my ſtation bee 4 
Of noble, or ignoble name, „„ 


OY 
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By uncorrupted honeſty 5 2 
Thy bleſſing, Lord, I'd humbly claim. 


3 Enrich'd with that, no want I'II fear, Mc: 
Thy providence ſhall be my truſt 3 
"Thou wilt provide my portion here, 
Thou friend and guardian of the juſt. 
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To all the taſk of duty pay⸗ ; Bo | | 
Tender of every ſocial right, 
Obedient to thy righteous ſway. 


Such virtue thou wilt not 41 50 
In worlds where every virtue ſhares 

A fit reward, though not of debt, | 
But what thy boundleſs grace prepares, 
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EQUITY. 


1 COME, let us ſearch our ways and try, 2 
— Have they been juſt and right; | 
Is the great rule of equity, 
Our practice and delight? 


7 
. 
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2 What we would have our neighbour do, 3 
Have we ſtill done the fame? e : 
And ne'er delay'd to pay his due, | 
Nor injur'd his good name? 


3 Do we relieve the poor diſtreſfd? | 4 
Nor give our tongues a looſe, | 

To make their names our ſcorn and jeſt, 95 a 
Nor treat them with abuſe? e | | 
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4 |: we not found our envy grow, 
To hear another's praiſe ? 
Nor robb'd him of his honour due, 


By fly malicious 1 


| 5 In all we fell, and all we buy, 
Is juſtice our deſign? 
Do we remember God is nigh, 


And fear the wrath divine! 2 
6 In vain we talk of Jeſus blood, 
And boaſt his name in vain, 


If we can flight the laws of God, - 
And prove unjuſt to men. 
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FIDELITY. 


ET thoſe who bear the ie en name, 


Their holy vows fulfil ; 
The ſaints, the followers of the n. 
Are men of honour e 
2 True to the 8 1 hs 1 1 
Though to their hurt they ſwear; 
Conſtant and juſt to all they ſpeak, 
For God and angels hear. | 


3 Still with their lips, hats 8 agree, 
Nor flattering words deviſe: 
They know the God of truth can ſee 
Through every falſe diſguiſe. 


4 They hate the appearance of a lie, 
| In all the ſhapes it wears 
Firm to the truth: and when. they 0 a. 
Eternal life 1 is Manne. 
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CHARITY. 


 LESS'D is the man, FEE" ein heart 1 


Feels all another's pain; 
To whom the ſupplicating eye 
Was never rais'd in vain, 


2 Whoſe breaſt expands with ens, enn 
A ſtranger's woes to feel; | 
And bleeds in pity o'er-the wound 
He wants the power to heal. 


| 3 He ſpreads his kind . arms 
To every child of grief; 

His ſecret bounty largely flows, 
And brings unaſtæ d relief. 


4 To gentle offices of love 
is feet are never ſlow; 


He views thro' mercy's melting eye 5 
A brother in a foe. l 


5 Peace from the boſom of his God, 
My peace to him I gives” 776 © * 
And when he kneels before the throne, ; 
Hs pe. foul hall live. METS 
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1 A the good ſhepherd gently leads 


Where peaceful rivers, ” foft and 8 
Amidſt the flow'ry landſcapes flow. 


His wand'ring 8 to verdant ied . 
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2 So Gad, the guardian of my foul, ', ,. / + 
Does all my erring eps controul ; ...,, 
When loſt in fin? s perplexing r 
He leads me back to virtue's ways. 


3 Though I ſhould journey thro? the phains, 1 
Where death in all its horror reigns; x 
My ſteadfaſt heart no ill ſhall fear, . 
For thou, O Lord, art with me there. 11 | 


4 By thee with peace and plenty Wed. 
My life is one continued feaſt; 
Thy ever. watchful providence 
Is my ſupport and my defence. 


5 O bounteous God! My future days 
Shall be devoted to thy praile ; 
And in thy houle thy ſacred name 
T6 wondrous Ire: ſhall be my ot 


On * 
Th 1 » : < 7 4. 
* A 


«4 4-40-44 hehe be - 


TEMPERANCE. 


1 WY HE in the light of faith divine, 25 
We look on things below, 


Honour and gold, and ſenſual joy, 
How vain, and dangerous too! 


2 Honour's a puff of noiſy breath; 
Vet men expoſe their blood, 
And venture everlaſting death, 
To gain that airy food. 


3 Whilſt others ſtarve the nobler mind, 
And feed on ſhining duſts : 
Celeſtial treafures they * a6 
'T? 2 a ſordid luſt. 
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4 The pleaſures that allure the ſenſe | 
Are dangerous ſnares to ſouls ; 


There's but a drop of flatt'ring ſweet, 
And daſhd with bitter bowls. 


5 God is mine all ſufficient good, 
My portion and my choice; 
In him my vaſt deſires are fill'd, 
And all my pow'rs rejoice. 


6 In vain the world accoſts my ear, 
And tempts my heart anew; _ 
I cannot buy your bliſs ſo dear, 
Nor part with heaven for you. 


, s 
nn ˙ . 


THE CHRISTIAN RACE. 


1 IAR . 1 "AT etch ev'ry nerve, 
And preſs with vigour on; | 
A heavenly race demands thy zeal, 
And an immortal crown. 


2 A cloud of witneſſes around 
| Hold thee in full ſurvey : 
Forget the Reps already trode, 
And onward urge thy way. 


3 "Tis God's all-animating voice 
Which calls thee from on high; 
Tis his own hand preſents: the prize | 5 
'To thine aſpiring eye: Eg ora. 


4 That prize, with peerleſs n bright, 05 b | ny 


Which ſhall new luſtre boaſt, 


When victors' wreaths, and monarchs gems, ODS 
Shall blend n common duſt. 


POEMS. 
5 My ſoul, with ſacred ardour brd, 


The glorious prize purſue ; 
And meet with joy the high command, 


To bid this ky adieu. 


„ eK % „ 
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FORTITUDE FROM PIETY. 


1 7 1 : 
2 
I. 


I O GOD, by 17 53 all bounteous hand 
Thy people ſtill are fed, | 
Who thro” the hangin ſcenes of life 

Haſt all our fathers ax 


2 To thee our humble vows we rail 


» # Got 


3 If thou thro” each perplexing 1 85 
Wilt be our conſtant guide; 
If thou wilt daily bread ſupply, 
And raiment wilt provide; 


4 If thou wilt reg thy ſhield around, 
Till all our dangers ceaſe, 
And grant that in thy Iov'd abode 
Our ſouls ſhall reſt in peace: : 


5 To thee, our father, and our God, 
We'll our whole ſelves reſign, 
And count that not our life aloae,. 
But all we have is thine. 


"Cc 
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1 2 ILE ſome in folly's pleaſure roll, 
And ſeek the joys which hurt the foul; 
Be mine, that ſilent calm repaſt, 
A peaceful conſcience to the laſt, 


| 
| 
5 „ 
| 
| 
| 
| 2 That tree which bears immortal fruit, 
Without a canker at the root; 
| That friend, who never fails the juſt, 
| When other friends deſert their truſt. 
2 With this companion in the ſhade, 
My ſoul no more ſhall be diſmay'd; 
I will not fear the nine on gloom, 
Nor the pale monarch o the tomb. 


4 Tho? heav'n afflit I'll not repine; 

* The nobleſt comforts ſtill are mine; 

Comforts which ſhall o'er death . 
-. *AndJ journey with me thro the vale. 


5 Amidſt the various ſcene of ills, _ 
Each ſtroke ſome kind deſign fulfils; | 
And ſhall I murmur at my Go n- DN. 
When ſov'reign love directs the red? ene adds 


6 His hand ſhall ſmooth my eh ey way, | 
And lead me to the realms © Ko 2 
To milder ſkies, and brighter ins, 
ä everlaſting 1 3 1 15 


—— — 
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1A ſoul, before thy maker bow; 


His wondrous works admire, 
Till rev'rence and religious awe 
Thine inmoſt thoughts inſpire, 


2 With humble truſt diſmiſs thy cares, 


And on his love depend; 
Leave him to manage thine affairs, 
To him thyſelf commend. 


3 Let high eſteem affection raiſe, 
Devotion warm thy breaſt; 
Let thankful love excite thy praiſe ; 
In him alone be bleſt. 


4 To him thy ſolemn homage pay; 
His conſtant aid implore ; 
Give thanks for mercies ev'ry day, 
And thus prepare for more. 


5 Without reſerve to him ſubmit ; 
All his commands fulfil ; 
Acknowledge all his actions fit, 
Nor ere oppoſe his will. 


THE END. 
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